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Scripture References 
Abram’s Call and Migration. Gen 12:1-9 
 
The LORD said to Abram: Go forth from your land, your relatives, 
and from your father’s house to a land that I will show you. I will 
make of you a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless 
you and curse those who curse you. All the families of the earth will 
find blessing in you.  
Abram went as the LORD directed him, and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. Abram took his 
wife Sarai, his brother’s son Lot, all the possessions that they had 
accumulated, and the persons they had acquired in Haran, and they 
set out for the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of 
Canaan, Abram passed through the land as far as the sacred place at 
Shechem, by the oak of Moreh. The Canaanites were then in the land. 
The LORD appeared to Abram and said: To your descendants I will 
give this land. So Abram built an altar there to the LORD who had 
appeared to him.e8From there he moved on to the hill country east of 
Bethel, pitching his tent with Bethel to the west and Ai to the east. He 
built an altar there to the LORD and invoked the LORD by name. 
Then Abram journeyed on by stages to the Negeb.  
 
 
The Call of the First Disciples Mk 1:16-20  
 
The Call of the First Disciples.  As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea; 
they were fishermen. Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will 
make you fishers of men. “Then they abandoned their nets and 
followed him. He walked along a little farther and saw James, the son 
of Zebedee, and his brother John. They too were in a boat mending 



their nets. Then he called them. So they left their father Zebedee in 
the boat along with the hired men and followed him. 
 
 
The Temptation of Jesus. Mt 4:1-11 
 
 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the 
devil.  He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he 
was hungry. The tempter approached and said to him, “If you are the 
Son of God, command that these stones become loaves of bread.” He 
said in reply, “It is written:  

‘One does not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.’” 
 Then the devil took him to the holy city and made him stand on the 
parapet of the temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down. For it is written: 

‘He will command his angels concerning you’ 

and ‘with their hands they will support you, 
lest you dash your foot against a stone’ 

 
 

Jesus answered him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord, 
your God, to the test.’” Then the devil took him up to a very high 
mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in their 
magnificence, and he said to him, “All these I shall give to you, if you 
will prostrate yourself and worship me.” At this, Jesus said to him, 
“Get away, Satan! It is written: 

‘The Lord, your God, shall you worship 
and him alone shall you serve.’”  
Then the devil left him and, behold, angels came and ministered to 
him. 

 

 

 



Discussion Questions: 

 

1. Do you feel God deliberately sends Eve, Abram and Peter and us into 
boundary regions? Do you agree with Fr. Kartje’s suggestion that these 
encounters are God’s preferred means of communicating with us? 

 

 

 

 

2. How is that we allow a boundary to become a threshold instead of a 
barrier? Can you think of an example in your own life? 

 

 

 

 

3. Fr. Kartje says that poverty is a “gateway” and by this he doesn’t mean 
material poverty as such but a place where “ego-driven will is able to 
relinquish control”. Can you name how poverty is manifested in your life? 
How does the scripture change your understanding of this poverty? 


