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The façade of the McEssy Theological Resource Center includes referenc-
es to Mundelein’s established architectural traditions. Pedestal-like devices 
along the bottom of the façade recall wthe pergola which once stood in this 
location, as does the brick and limestone “crown” above the large doors.

The �rst three rectors, J. Gerald Kealy, Reynold Hillenbrand 
and Malachy P. Foley, were men familiar with and trained in what 
might have been called the Sulpician system of seminarian forma-
tion. That meant a strict adherence to a set schedule and rule of 
order, all in a setting that would have little or no contact with the 
outside world. Obedience was a cardinal virtue and the rule was 
sacred. Monsignor James Magner puts it this way in his autobiog-
raphy, My Faces and Places: �We knew at all times where we were 
supposed to be and what we were supposed to do. The few semi-
narians who found the rule too dif�cult and managed to slip out 
at night or absent themselves from the established exercises were 
soon discovered and given clear alternatives of action. No one was 
detained in the seminary against his will.� 

Among the strict rules was the prohibition against visiting 

other seminarians� rooms. Father Magner tells the story of the 
seminarian who was intent on dropping in on a fellow seminar-
ian despite the rule prohibiting such visits. On the way down 
the corridor, the seminarian ran into the rector, Monsignor 
Kealy, who demanded to know what he thought he was doing. 
Nipped solid, the student mumbled, �I thought�I thought��  
Just as quickly and authoritatively, the rector replied: �You have 
no right to think; go to your room.� 

The incident may provoke a chuckle, but, for the men who were 
trained in the old system, it is a very true-to-life recollection of life 
in the �big house� as the seminary was often called by the students. 
The further comparison of the seminary training to that of a Marine 
�boot camp� was also apropos. The seminarians may not have been 
rousted out at 3 a.m. for a 20-mile, full-pack, forced march, nor 
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Pastors who shepherded the seminary 
through the changing passages of time

By Rev. Patrick O’Malley

In the words of Father Richard Wojcik, ordained in 1949 and a faculty member since 1956, �The 
seminary itself is a living, spiritual organism. It is constantly growing and changing.� If that is accu-
rate, then the men who shepherded the seminary over the years are key to understanding the chang-
es that have occurred.
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have to face the day in and day out harassment of a drill instructor, 
but their lives were severely restricted and disciplined.

Life moved along slowly from the time the seminarians arose at 
5:30 a.m. until they retired at 9:45 p.m. Class work was demand-
ing, especially since many of the courses were taught in Latin. Dis-
cipline was stressed and, when rules were broken, retribution was 
exacted. The seminarians lived under a code of honor in which, if 
they broke a rule, such as being late or taking a nap or not getting 

up on time, they were to report it to the 
prefect of discipline, usually a diocesan priest. 
He would assign a short �penance,� and, if 
the rule-breaking persisted, the prefect might 
schedule a conference with the offending 
student. That conference was a very serious 
meeting, as you might imagine.

There was no great sense of hospitality 
for laypeople in that seminary of the �20s, 
�30s, �40s and �50s. Parents were allowed 
to visit once a month for two hours, 
but they were not encouraged to come 
any other time. The priest-to-be was in 
training to be an �alter Christus,� another 
Christ, and just as Jesus had left his home 
in Nazareth once and for all, so the semi-
narian was expected to do as well.

The seminarians of those early days may 
have chafed under the strict regimen, but 
they also knuckled under believing in the 
end that their superiors knew best. Author-

ity could be questioned sometimes, but it was to be ultimately 
obeyed. On top of that, most of the seminarians were used to 
a level of simplicity and relative poverty in their lives. Many of 
them were �rst-and second-generation Americans, and they 
were not af�uent. The world was a dif�cult place, economically 
and culturally, and they were used to it. Kealy, Hillenbrand and 
Foley presided over that type of seminary. 

For his part, Monsignor Reynold Hillenbrand, a knowledge-
able and holy man of great personal charism, attempted to 
open up the seminary to a wider view of the world. He himself 
stressed three special topics: Liturgy, Catholic Action, and the 
labor movement. Catholic social principles were something he 

felt every seminarian ought to be intimately aware of. To that 
end, Hillenbrand brought in archdiocesan priests to augment 
the Jesuit faculty, especially in the Philosophy Department. He 
thought the philosophy training should be more than just about 
scholastic philosophy; in fact, he envisioned a training that 
would be as wide as, say, that of a Catholic university.

But his vision of the church in the modern world, as exciting 
and as prescient as it was, was not always acceptable to all parties. 
Some in�uential members of the Jesuit faculty did not see eye to 
eye with Hillenbrand and they continued to vie for full control of 
the curriculum. Pressure on Hillenbrand and his vision also came 
from another quarter: some pastors in the archdiocese.

Many of the young men ordained in Hillenbrand�s time 
were imbued with his ideas and brought them out into the 
parishes. Older pastors were not always happy with the new 
directions being introduced by the young assistants. They may 
have felt that the young priests were ignoring the real work 
of the priesthood and substituting this penchant for �social 
action.� Complaints began to arrive on Cardinal Stritch�s desk, 
and he �nally responded by replacing Hillenbrand in 1944 
with the then rector of Quigley Preparatory Seminary, Monsi-
gnor Malachy P. Foley. The Hillenbrand era was over.

Foley was a strong, prayerful and stolid man. He was not 
open to change, and he was wedded to the virtues of the old 
system of seminary training. Within a few years after he ar-
rived, the archdiocesan priests on the faculty were sent back to 
the parishes. The Jesuits once again had control of the academ-
ic and formation life of the diocesan priests-to-be.

But in post-war America, things were changing rapidly. The 
G.I. Bill enabling millions who would otherwise not have had 
the opportunity to attend college was a godsend to young 
people returning from the war. America entered an era of 
growth and af�uence never experienced before. Catholics were 
among those who bene�ted from the educational opportuni-
ties and from the consequent rise in the standard of living. 
New parishes sprang up in the suburbs, vocations �ourished, 
expectations grew. Although the seminary plodded along in its 
time-worn fashion, cracks were beginning to show.

Monsignor Foley, a man of great integrity, did what he did best 
� he stayed the course and resisted change. But in the early �60s, 
unrest deepened among the faculty and among the seminar-
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ians themselves. Cardinal Albert Meyer tried to respond to the 
new pressures, but he died before he could effectively address the 
necessary changes. His successor, Cardinal John Cody, made the 
seminary one of his �rst priorities. To his credit, he took the infor-
mation and recommendations passed on from Cardinal Meyer and 
began to initiate the opening up of the seminary to the changing 
world. To facilitate this new direction, he appointed Fr. John Gor-
man as rector in 1965. The spirit of the Second Vatican Council 
began to insinuate itself into the seminary.

The next three rectors, Gorman (�52), Fr. Thomas Murphy (�58) 
and Fr. James Keleher (�58) were all products of the old seminary 
system and yet all recognized the need for change. Gorman was 
a popular choice; his background was in psychology and he was 
considered an intelligent and sensitive leader. As rector, Gorman 
presided over the seminary in its most tumultuous years. When 
the old ways were abandoned, it was not always easy to deter-
mine what should take their place. The years of the �60s and early 
�70s, in the country and also in the seminary, were a time when 
authority of all kinds came under scrutiny, often cynical scrutiny. 
The seminary was a much more open and hospitable place during 
this time, but the precise formation programs that had marked the 
earlier years were no longer in place. 

The Jesuits who had been so important in the early years 
were growing old and were being of�cially retired. They were 
not replaced. In their place came a group of archdiocesan 
priests who took over both the academic and the formation 
life of the seminarians. Fr. Wojcik said he still marvels at how 
smooth that particular transition was. It was, he said �as simple 
as turning over a page of a book and just moving on.�

But Frs. Gorman, Murphy and Keleher faced serious problems 
in the seminary, not the least of which was the declining enroll-
ment because of a growing dearth of vocations from Chicago. 
The seminary struggled during this time when it was trying 
to �nd its way. The new-found freedom and openness clashed 
with the need for formation in academics and prayer. Slowly but 
surely, the seminary under these three rectors began to face the 
issues and seek out solutions.

Following Keleher in of�ce in 1984 was Fr. Gerald Kicanas 
(�67), and he was succeeded by Fr. John Canary (�69) in 1995. 
These two men were products of the �new� seminary of the �60s, 
so they had experienced the profound changes and the heady 
sense of freedom in their own formation. Yet they both recognized 
the importance of ongoing adaptation and re-formation. Both of 
them were good listeners and imbued with a sense of the collegial 

authority that was needed in the seminary. 
New changes followed. A return to the 
more formal, though de�nitely less op-
pressive, formation system in the semi-
nary was being called for. 

From the time of Fr. Murphy as rec-
tor, the seminary began to reach out to 
dioceses outside of the Illinois area for 
students. In addition, efforts began to be 
made to recruit minority students. These 
efforts began to bear fruit under Kica-
nas and Canary. At present, more than 
40 dioceses from around the world are 
represented on campus. The number of 
Hispanic, Polish, Asian and African stu-
dents has grown considerably. The faculty 
of men and women itself demonstrates 
the same kind of diversity. 

With the opening of the Center for 
Development in Ministry in the �80s, the 
seminary began to see many more programs 
and faces on campus. During his tenure, Canary presided over a 
thorough overhaul of the physical infrastructure of the seminary. Al-
most every building saw renovation during his 10-plus years. Under 
Cardinal George�s direction, Canary also assumed ultimate authority 
over the many programs now using the campus.

Outwardly the seminary looks very much as it did when I 
attended Mundelein from 1950-57. But so many changes have 
taken place in the interim. The leadership given by the various 
rectors since my days here has been exemplary, but dif�cult. 
The men who have acted as rector have weathered many 
storms, and still have forged ahead. 

The early contributions of Msgrs. Kealy, Hillenbrand and 
Foley were monumental. They laid the foundation upon which 
the subsequent seminary programs have �ourished. Through-
out this essay, I have stressed the administrative aspects of the 
rectors. But equally � if not more � important was the spiritual 
strength with which these eight priests of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago have gifted the seminary. Mundelein has been blessed 
indeed by the men who have served as rector. Our hope now 
lies with Fr. Dennis Lyle. May God grant him every grace to 
continue the great work done by his predecessors.
� Father Pat O’Malley is a faculty member and the faculty advisor to The Bridge.  

We congratulate Father O’Malley in this jubilee year of his ordination.
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Seminarians weren’t the only  
ones on pilgrimage last year!

          By Holly Bertolani

A group of 28 donors and friends 
of the University of St. Mary of the 
Lake/Mundelein Seminary made a 
two-week pilgrimage to Rome in 
winter 2006. During their travels, 
they met, prayed and dined with 
our third-year seminarian pilgrims 
on three occasions. On their last 
day together, they all attended an 
audience with Pope Benedict XVI. 

Here are some of their com-
ments about their journey and their 
thoughts about our seminarians:

�The pilgrimage to Rome exceeded 
my expectations. What a wonderful 
experience it was to be a part of this 
group while traveling there for the �rst 
time. The liturgies we shared in several 
holy places will be etched in my heart 
forever. Sharing our visit with an impres-
sive group of seminarians added to the 
experience.�
� Elaine J. Cassidy

�I thoroughly enjoyed and was im-
pressed with the seminarians. God has pro-
vided his church with a wonderful group 
of future priests. We are much blessed.�
� Emmet P. Cassidy

�Meeting with the seminarians gave me 
much con�dence in the formation of our 
future priests.�
� William H. McEssy

�Awesome, inspirational, humbling. 
To move about the land blessed by the 
church�s saints throughout the ages, and 
to see what was accomplished well over 
2,000 years ago, helps put much of what 
we cherish today in perspective. Will our 
civilization experience a similar fate?�
� Bill Attea

 �Every seminarian needs to participate 
in [a pilgrimage like] the Footsteps of Ss. 
Peter and Paul. The foundation it lays for 
their life experience is invaluable. They 
will carry the experience for their whole 
lifetime. We need Catholic priests with 
the strongest foundations in this world, 
which is burdened with con�ict between 
good and evil.�
� Christine Kucia

� Holly Bertolani served on the staff for the Of�ce of 

Institutional Advancement and helped to coordinate the 

Friends of Mundelein Seminary Pilgrimage. She is now 

serving at Sacred Heart Parish in Hubbard Woods, Ill.
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Virtual Tour: 
Reynold Hillenbrand and 

the Sacred Liturgy

Tour the exhibit online @ 
www.usml.edu/liturgical 

institute

This past fall, visitors to the 
McEssy Theological Resource 
Center were able to visit the Li-
turgical Institute’s special exhibit 
on the life and work of former 
Mundelein Rector Reynold 
Hillenbrand.  If you didn’t have 
a chance to visit, you can view 
the exhibit online via the Liturgi-
cal Institute Web site, accessed 
through the university’s home 
page.

The exhibit follows the life 
of this visionary priest, who 
advocated for liturgical reform 
decades before the Second 
Vatican Council and who spoke 
of the liturgy’s connection to the 
work of social justice.  Follow his 
journey from the early years and 
his work as rector of Mundelein 
Seminary to his work at Sacred 
Heart Parish before and after 
the Second Vatican Council.  It 
is a fascinating look at the life of 
an extraordinary priest and man.

“It was the liturgy which ani-
mated his work in social action, 
in the family life apostolate, and 
in seminary renewal. His life was 
lived in such a way that he was 
united with the Lord in his pas-
sion and death.”

� Monsignor John J. Egan, 1974 on the 
importance of the liturgy in the life of Mon-
signor Reynold Hillenbrand

Friends of  Mundelein 
         Seminary Make aPilgrimage to Italy
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Congratulations to the Class of 1957!

On Sept. 22, 2006, the seminary community welcomed 
the Class of 1957 as its members celebrated their 

50th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood. Bishop 
John Gorman (�52) was the principal celebrant of the Mass 
of Thanksgiving in the Chapel of the Immaculate Concep-
tion. Father Pat O�Malley, one of the jubilarians and a priest 
on the seminary faculty, gave the homily. Seventeen priests 
came to celebrate their jubilee with family, close friends 
and the seminary community. The seminarians express their 
thanks to the Class of �57 for their example and testimony 
in living lives as joyful priests. 

Sister Sara Butler Looks at the Topic of  
Women’s Ordination

Former long-time faculty member Sister Sara Butler, 
M.S.B.T. returned to Mundelein Seminary on Nov. 1 to 

deliver a lecture, Women and Priestly Ordination. The presen-
tation was sponsored by the Liturgical Institute in anticipation 
of her upcoming book, The Catholic Priesthood and Women: 
A Guide to the Teaching of the Church. The book will be pub-
lished in February by Hillenbrand Books. 

Sister Sara is currently a faculty member of St. Joseph 
Seminary in New York and is a member of the International 
Theological Commission. Once an advocate for women�s or-
dination, she changed her position in light of her in-depth study 
and research on the issue. Her new book will outline why.

A reception followed the lecture and gave Sister Sara 
a chance to mingle with students and former peers on the 
faculty.

NCEA Presents Seminary  
Leadership Award to  
Reverend Louis Cameli

Longtime former faculty member 
Father Lou Cameli is the 2006 

recipient of the Pope John Paul II 
Seminary Leadership Award from 
the National Catholic Educational 
Association. The association�s semi-
nary department presents the award to recognize distin-
guished service to Catholic seminaries in the United States 
and Canada.

�NCEA is delighted to honor Father Cameli for his 
achievements,� said Dr. Karen Ristau, NCEA president. 
�All of us in Catholic education need to continue learning 
to be effective leaders, and Father Cameli has established 
an enviable model for the vital continuing education and 
formation of priests.�

Because of Father Cameli�s experience in education and 
formation, he was selected to be the principal writer and 
general editor of The Basic Plan for the Ongoing Formation 
of Priests, a 2001 publication of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. Subsequently he was selected as general 
editor of the �fth edition of the Program of Priestly Forma-
tion, also released by the USCCB.

Father Cameli served on the faculty of Mundelein Semi-
nary beginning in 1975. In addition to his responsibilities 
as professor of spirituality, Father Cameli served as director 
of spiritual life. 

In 1996, Cardinal Bernardin appointed him director of 
ongoing formation of priests for the archdiocese and direc-
tor of the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. Currently, he is 
pastor of Divine Savior Parish in Norridge, Ill.

Father Cameli has published several articles on spirituality 
and is the author or co-author of several books. He is a co-
author of two volumes of the recently published catechetical 
series, Faith First for the �fth-and sixth-grade editions, and was 
theological consultant for the entire project. His latest book is 
Going to God Together: A Spirituality of Communion.
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Alumni news

Reverend Greg Sakowicz (’79) Receives Cardinal 
Bernardin “In Service of One Another” Award

Reverend Greg Sakowicz, pastor of St. Mary of the 
Woods Parish in Chicago, was this year’s recipi-

ent of the Joseph Cardinal Bernardin In Service of One 
Another – Catholic Humanitarian Award. He received the 
honor Sept. 14, 2006, at the dinner event following the 
seminary’s annual golf outing. 

For many years, Father Sakowicz, class of 1979, has 
been the “Catholic Voice” of Chicago. He has served as 
a commentator for WGN-TV for the broadcast of Mid-
night Mass from Holy Name Cathedral and countless 
other special celebrations. He hosts the WLS-TV program 
Sanctuary, and co-hosts the Relevant Radio program 
Catholic Community of Faith. He also is involved with the 
broadcast of the Sunday Mass at Mercy Home.

Just recently, as a tribute to his compassion and fair-
ness, his brother 
priests elected Fa-
ther Sakowicz to a 
four-year part-time 
term on the Priest 
Placement Board. 
He is known in the 
archdiocese as a 
dedicated priest 
and faithful servant 
of God’s people. 
Through his 27 
years of priestly 
ministry, he has 
had a tremendous 
impact on many 
people’s lives.

Newly Ordained Return to Mundelein

Last October, graduates from the Class of 
2006 returned to Mundelein to celebrate 

a community Mass for the newly ordained, 
followed by dinner with their former class-
mates. Pictured here with Fathers Lyle and 
Feeney and the Oblate Sisters of Jesus the 
Priest, are Father Francisco Solis of the 
Diocese of Brownsville, and Fathers Bolívar 
Molina-Ramirez, Avitus Rukuratwa, José 
de Jesús Medina and Artur Sowa, all of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. Father Sowa was 
the main presider; Father Justin Hoye was 
the homilist.

Father Scott Hebden Receives S.T.D.

Father Scott Hebden, class of 1999 and a current 
faculty member, recently successfully defended his 

doctoral thesis, Christ Existing as Community and the 
Crucified People: Human Solidarity and Salvation in 
the Theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Jon Sobrino. 
He passed with the distinction of Summa Cum Laude.
The defense took place at the Pontificial University of 
St. Thomas (Angelicum) in Rome. Father Hebden is an 
instructor in the Department of Systematic Theology.

News About Those Who Studied & Served at Mundelein

 Drop Us a Line
Let Us Know 

What You’ve Been Up To!

Alumni News is a new feature to The Bridge. If you have 
news you’d like to share with the Mundelein Seminary fam-
ily, please send us an e-mail at bridge@usml.edu and we 
may publish it in the next edition. Or write to us at:

Bridge Alumni News 
Mundelein Seminary 
1000 E. Maple Avenue 
Mundelein, IL 60060

We’d love to hear from you!

Name:
Class of:
News to share:
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