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Embracing Boundaries
BY FAT HER JOHN K ARTJE

ulty living into boundary situations on 
both large and small scales. For example, 
every year we are privileged to welcome 
dozens of seminarians and priests from 
across the nation to participate in our an-
nual basketball tournament. This gives rise 
to opportunities for transcending regional 
boundaries and variations in seminary 
environments to truly appreciate the one 
shared mission that calls each of us to our 
vocations. You’ll learn about how our new 
faculty member (now Dean of Formation) 
Father Maina Waithaka felt his mission-
ary heart moved by the Holy Spirit in his 
native Kenya to cross cultural and inter-
national boundaries to serve as a priest of 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. And you’ll en-
counter an extraordinary couple, Tom and 
Diane Adam, who have helped “open the 
borders” of their local parish to welcome 
in several of our seminarians as part of the 
Tolton Teaching Parish Program. Through 
this program, our students learn to inte-
grate their formation at the boundaries of 
intellectual study and pastoral ministry.

Mundelein seminarians will one day 
learn that their priesthood is always lived 
within the boundary waters of myriad 
populations and concerns, both sacred 
and secular. This will plunge them into the 
heart of the journey of Jesus’ first disciples 
and it will help the entire Church embrace 
Christ’s kingdom more faithfully.  

Estuaries—those regions where rivers empty into the sea—
are fascinating places. They give rise to some of the most unique 
plants and animals on the planet: life that must adapt to survive 
in both fresh and salty waters. There’s a good reason why an ocean 
fish does not normally venture upstream, and why river fish don’t 
head out into the open sea. They are well-adapted to the world 
into which they were born and to push those boundaries can 
prove risky. Our Catholic theology and spirituality is replete with 
boundaries as well: grace building upon nature, true God and true 
man, the Body of Christ within the world, to name but a few. As a 
seminarian prepares for priesthood, whether he knows it or not, 
he is preparing to wade into numerous boundary waters of the 
spiritual and secular world. And just as in the estuaries of nature, 
he faces not only potential risks but also opportunities for the 
Spirit of God to create extraordinary new life.

provide unique opportunities for growing 
in holiness and for developing a broader, 
Christ-centered horizon against which to 
assess ourselves and others.

Jesus was constantly walking into 
boundary regions and sending his dis-
ciples out to do likewise. He crossed the 
border that set apart sinners, tax collec-
tors, and lepers. He went out of his way to 
encounter a lone Samaritan woman and a 
woman caught in adultery—in both en-
counters the women gained a new identity 
as a result of their having met Jesus at the 
boundaries of society. When he commis-
sioned his disciples and sent them out on 
their own, he insisted that they do so with-
out bringing along any extra provisions: he 
forced them to walk the border between 
safety and poverty, between comfort and 
panic. Perhaps nowhere is this dynamic 
more clearly in evidence than when Jesus 
asks Peter three times whether he loves 
him. With each posing of the question, Pe-
ter is led to contemplate anew the nature 
of his relationship with Jesus.

In these pages of The Bridge, you’ll find 
various accounts of our students and fac-

These areas of creative growth can ap-
pear within the diverse demographics of a 
single parish or across an entire diocese. As 
populations shift with respect to ethnicity, 
age, or socio-economic realities, the parish 
priest can find himself trying to negoti-
ate among multiple competing interests 
and sometimes feeling as if he is helpless 
to find a solution. At other times, a parish 
community may be struggling to face the 
boundary looming as their longtime pas-
tor prepares to retire or be reassigned. It is 
precisely at such boundary moments that 
the Holy Spirit can give rise to a newfound 
sense of hope and renewal. The key is that 
the priest must be willing to remain in the 
difficult tension and ground himself in 
prayer and patience.

Boundaries can also be found within our 
own hearts: for example, because of past 
decisions we may regret having made, we 
can approach new situations with a preju-
dicial bias that falsely brands people or sit-
uations as starkly “for us” or “against us”; 
or we might be interiorly split over a moral 
dilemma with no clearly defined course 
of action; and so forth. Such borderlands 
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“I never even thought about it, never 
even knew where Chicago was,” Father 
Maina Waithaka said. “I remember staying 
a long time in the chapel.”

McQuaid’s note triggered memories 
of another letter. Desperately wanting 
to be a priest, a sixth-grade Waithaka, 
terrified of approaching his pastor at the 
time, had written to him expressing his 
desire, even though the post office sat 
one block away from the rectory. Days 
later, one of the boys in the village gave 
Waithaka the corresponding letter at the 
beginning of Mass. Opening the letter, 
his heart sank. His pastor’s reply: No, you 
cannot be a priest now. You must attend 
university first. 

The young boy furiously tore up the note 
and tossed it outside, watching as the wind 

blew it away piece by piece. 
Reflecting on that memory while reading 

McQuaid’s note in the seminary chapel, 
Waithaka became overwhelmed that his 
dreams of becoming a missionary priest 
were starting to become reality. 

“I always thought I wanted to be a mis-
sionary,” Waithaka said. “I was fascinated 
by people who left their countries to go 
serve people of different cultures. So, I 
grew up just knowing priests who don’t 
know my language. They had to learn my 
language. They didn’t look like me. They 
ate the food I ate. I wanted to be like that.”

Mission accomplished. Decades later, 
Waithaka is living out his priesthood in 
missionary style. Now, he has returned to 
Mundelein Seminary as a formator and 
director of the Tolton Teaching Parish 

The young seminarian held the letter tenderly in his hands. 
At 3 a.m., he had prayed with the note in the seminary’s chapel 
in Kenya for two hours before the Blessed Sacrament. The 
handwritten message came from Father Thomas McQuaid, 
a priest for the Archdiocese of Chicago. McQuaid, the young 
man’s former pastor in Kenya, wrote to ask the seminarian to 
consider coming to the United States.

Program (TTPP), playing a key role in the 
formation of seminarians looking to live 
out their own priestly vocations. 

Back to Seminary
“There’s a difference between being in 

the seminary and at the seminary,” Wait-
haka said, recalling the advice a friend once 
gave him. Little did he know, he would one 
day be able to confirm that statement. 

After serving at St. Catherine Laboure 
Catholic Church in Glenview, Illinois, for 
eight years, Waithaka had established 
himself as a loving and devoted pastor. 
Yet all priests know there are vocations 
within vocations. In 2018, he talked with 
a notable classmate who was ordained 
alongside him in 2002. 

“Have you ever thought of coming to 
Mundelein?” Mundelein Seminary rector 
Father John Kartje asked him. 

In the midst of demanding parish du-
ties, Waithaka declined, telling Kartje to 
ask him again in a year. 

“I didn’t feel like I was ready to leave,” 
Waithaka said. “I was doing well at SCL, 
still had some other ideas.”

After the earth had completed an orbit 
around the sun, Kartje asked his class-
mate again. Memorable words from the 
man who ordained him echoed through 
Waithaka’s mind. 

“‘Priests have to feel called to be a pas-
tor. ... It’s a call’,” Waithaka remembered 
Cardinal Francis George saying. “‘He has to 
feel called to go to this ministry. I always 
kept that in mind. So, I took it as a calling.’”

By answering this calling, he has been 
adjusting to a different pace of life than 
that of the parish. He now serves as a 
formator at Mundelein with 20 advisees. 
These men meet monthly with him to dis-
cuss both the joys and challenges of forma-
tion. While he served at St. Catherine’s, 
there was a lot of alone time, even amidst 
the busy schedule of a parish and school. 
He has been enjoying the community as-
pects of seminary, especially the meals. 
While admitting it is a different pace of life, 
Waithaka has particularly enjoyed seeing 
the community move and grow together.  

“I see myself at the seminary in that sense 
that I’m not being formed, but I am helping 

BY M AT T HEW OCKING A | 2T,  DIOCE SE OF YAKIM A

Bringing 
Missionary 
Zeal to the 

Seminary
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in the formation process. I am the one who 
is actually feeling more benefits,” he said. 
“I feel myself being formed at the same 
time as I sit down and talk to people in the 
formation session because it brings back 
the memories of my own formation, and 
it helps me to think I missed that, so what 
can I provide in this case for this man?”

Kartje has been impressed by how quick-
ly Waithaka has gained the trust of the 
seminarians and his willingness to walk 
with them on their journeys. 

“He treats them as a true mentor would, 
and he cares deeply for them and their 
formation,” Kartje said. “I am delighted by 
how he has combined the practical experi-
ence of a parish pastor with the eye and 
heart of a seminary formator.”

Fruitful Ministry
Waithaka has seen the 

benefits of seminarians 
spending time in the parish, 
outside of the classroom 
setting. When Mundelein’s 
Augustus Tolton Teaching 
Parish Program began in 
2017, three seminarians 
were sent to St. Catherine’s 
to engage in various parish 
ministries. He supervised 
them and provided mentor-
ing and feedback through-
out the school year. Elliot 
Zak, a third-year theologian 
studying for the Diocese of 
Lafayette in Indiana, has 
been able to see Father 
Maina’s gifts both at St. 

Catherine’s and at the seminary. 
“Father Maina was particularly support-

ive of the seminarians at St. Catherine’s. 
He was always supportive of initiatives 
that we had in terms of starting something 
at the parish or getting involved with a 
particular group at the parish,” Zak said. 
“He brings a wealth of experience from 
the parish to the seminary. He also is very 
in-tune with the life and challenges of a 
seminarian, which is very helpful in set-
ting expectations of the men.”

Little did Waithaka know that he would 
later become the director of the program 
that involves more than 70 parishes in four 
dioceses. After participating in the program 
as a pastor, he enters his new position with 
plenty of experience and perspective. 

“The program is a very important aspect 
in the formation process of a seminarian 

because it comprises the pasto-
ral dimension,” Waithaka said. 
“The man who is studying to be 
a priest is not just getting the 
theories, but he’s actually hav-
ing his hands on the process. 
Having served from that side, I 
kind of understand the expecta-
tions of the seminary, what was 
expected of the pastor.”

Waithaka is being thorough 
in his review of the program, 
looking for both its strengths 
and areas of improvement. 

Serving at both St. Sylvester’s in Chicago 
and St. Catherine’s, he knows that each 
parish is unique, with its own heartbeat 
and environment in which the seminarians 
minister. As he assesses the program, he 
is looking at the areas that may be lagging 
and making sure that each seminarian ex-
periences a fruitful ministry. This applies 
not only to seminarians but for teaching 

parish pastors and the fac-
ulty and staff of Mundelein 
as well. 

“I’ll take it with grace, 
and I’ll just provide my 
own experience,” Waitha-
ka said. “I think the most 
important thing is to help 
the guys have a fruitful ex-
perience engaging in min-
istry.” 

MATTHEW 
OCKING A       
is a second-
year theolo-
gian studying 
for the Diocese 
of Yakima.
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There was a Wednesday tradition at my internship parish 
last year. After Mass, the pastor gathered with me and the staff 
and we would spend an hour shooting the breeze. Someone 
would make coffee, following the handwritten instructions of 
how many scoops to add (I always put in extra). I do quite enjoy 
coffee and conversation, but my initial reaction was, “Don’t we 
have things to do?” Yet over the course of internship, I came 
to realize the value of building community at the staff level. If 
we were to work in ministry together, it was important that 
we felt comfortable talking with one another, often facilitated 
by a caffeinated beverage.

Coffee also has its place at Mundelein 
Seminary. As we are formed to be parish 
priests, coffee is for many of us a bitter 
companion. It fosters fraternity and de-
velops the art of hospitality. It teaches 
us a life of balance and points toward 
pastoral ministry.

Fraternity
I finally accepted the open invitation 

for coffee from Deacon Trevor Buster 
of the Diocese of Wichita. Any morn-
ing before class, he had said. I sat down 
on the couch, joining a half-dozen men 
gathered around a carafe of joe. Everyone 
was joking, talking about the events of 
the previous day and the results of fan-
tasy football. A warm cup of coffee was 
placed in my hands.

“Somehow, coffee enlivens conversa-
tion,” said Matt Dolechek, a first-year 
theologian for Wichita. “It’s a way to 
bring people together and have good 
quality time.”

The schedule at Mundelein affords a 
precious time between breakfast and the 
first class. Many dioceses or cams (the 
residence floors) have weekly gather-
ings for coffee during this morning half-
hour. I would be remiss to miss Dubuque 
Coffee on Tuesdays or cam Coffee on 
Wednesdays.

Communal coffee offers a zero-stress 
time to catch up with seminarian broth-
ers and get the mental cogs turning. We 
prepare for the day, talk about what we’ve 
been reading or simply ponder: What if 
Thomas Aquinas had caffeine? Not every-
one drinks coffee; some bring tea or just 
come for fraternity. Guys also go to local 
coffee shops to study and make group 
coffee runs before afternoon classes. This 
is a great example of doing together what 
might otherwise be done alone. Simple 
chances to come together foster our 
growth as men of community.

Hospitality
“I saw coffee as something communal, 

but I didn’t like it. I kept drinking it and 
then I started to like it … and then I re-
ally liked it!” said Chris Stoker, a second-
year theologian for the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque, of his growing love for coffee 

Coffee: Source of 
Fraternity, Hospitality 

and Ministry
BY K YLE T IE TZ | 3T,  ARCHDIOCE SE OF DUBUQUE 
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in college. In reading a book on the his-
tory of coffee, Stoker learned that coffee 
has always been a source of community. 

“I enjoy spending time with my diocesan 
brothers. I rearranged my room to host 
people so it can be a place of encounter.”

Offering food or drink is a mark of hos-
pitality. Father Brian Welter, vice rector of 
Mundelein Seminary, has often stressed 
the value of hospitality amongst us semi-
narians. Have your door open, have an 
open chair and always offer something 
to drink. This hospitality can extend into 
priestly ministry, particularly in hosting 
other priests at the rectory.

One morning I found myself out of cof-
fee and out of time. Class was starting 
soon, I was tired and no morning elixir 
was to be found. I roamed around, find-
ing myself on a floor I rarely visited. I 
asked someone I scarcely knew, and they 
obligingly offered me their pot of coffee. 
That’s hospitality.

Balance
Like many things, coffee does not come 

without certain temptations. Monitoring 

coffee intake is important to avoid caffeine 
addiction. It can be easy to turn to coffee 
when real rest or exercise is needed. I re-
member that a question in my seminary 
application asked about weekly caffeine con-
sumption. It’s important to routinely stop 
and evaluate what’s going on in our lives. 

Another consideration is simplicity 
of life. It’s exciting to enter deeper into 
the art of coffee, using better setups and 
roasts. But it can be expensive or become a 
point of pride. Reflections from formation 
can be helpful here: What’s motivating my 
action? Is this a selfish or selfless act? Am 
I trying to fill a hole in my heart? Such re-
flections are a general strategy that forms 
us to be men of integrity and balance.

Being commercial stewards is also im-
portant. Michael Klatt, a third-year theolo-
gian for the Archdiocese of Chicago, makes 
it a point to buy fair trade and organic 
coffee. Or, even better, he gets it right 
from the source.

“I brought some back from Honduras on 
break,” he said. “My friend gave me a few 
bags from his family’s coffee business.”

Pastoral Ministry
Father Jon Seda, vocations director for 

Dubuque, is fond of the old coffee mantra: 
“One cup to wake up, two to be human …
and three to be Christian!” While it usually 
garners a laugh, hopefully that level of caf-
feine isn’t necessary for pastoral charity. 
Coffee does, however, play a role on more 
than the individual level.

Coffee finds its way into many aspects 

of parish life. Sunday coffee and donuts. 
Funeral luncheons. Early-morning plan-
ning meetings for retreats. Visiting a new 
parishioner and spending an hour drinking 
coffee and talking about her children. Cof-
fee is part of routine life for many people, 
especially the elderly.

Talking about coffee is an easy contact-
point with parishioners or strangers. 
People enjoy talking about their favorite 
coffee or brewing techniques. In the past 
few weeks, I’ve discussed French press 
versus pour-over, national origins of cof-
fee beans and a certain commendable-
yet-nauseating chocolate peanut butter 
blend I tried.

Deacon Kevin Ripley, Diocese of Green 
Bay, saw the value of coffee in ministry. 
Over the summer, a parishioner gave him 
supplies and taught him how to roast his 
own coffee. 

“It was fun to see how timing, heat and 
amount of beans can be varied to create dif-
ferent flavors,” Ripley said. He then used this 
coffee to gather young adults at his parish 

for sampling and fellowship.
Coffee also plays a servant 

role in the spiritual life. “I’m 
a firm believer in coffee be-
fore the Holy Hour,” Ripley 
said. “Fulton Sheen got me 
to see that in The Priest is Not 
His Own. If you’re going to 
pray early in the morning, 
you’ll need it.”

Others may disagree, but 
I’m one to heed this advice. 

KYLE  
TIETZ  
is a third-
year theolo-
gian studying 
for the 
Archdiocese 
of Dubuque.

“Have your door open, have 
an open chair and always 
offer something to drink. This 
hospitality can extend into 
priestly ministry, particularly 
in hosting other priests at the 
rectory.”
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Some of us preached almost every single 
day. Waking up every morning, praying, 
vesting before Mass assisting at Mass, and 
preaching became a daily routine. By the 
end of the summer, it felt very natural. 
This was my life, to be spent “proclaiming 
the Gospel of God to all,” the primary duty 
of the priest according to the Second Vati-
can Council. However, this opportunity 
to preach each day as a deacon could only 
last for the summer. Once August rolled 
around, it was time to come back to school 
for one final year of formation and study 
at Mundelein Seminary. The opportunity 
to preach on a daily basis was over, and so 
was the routine of vesting and assisting at 
Mass each morning.

It was, and still is, of course, a gift to re-
turn to seminary, and to the blessings of 
praying in community, mining through 
the depths of the Church’s theology, being 
formed and prepared for a life of priestly 
service, and rejoicing in the company of so 
many good, like-minded men.  However, I 
knew that I would miss the routine that I 
had developed over the summer. In catch-
ing up with many fellow deacons, I learned 
that this was an attitude shared by many of 
us.  So naturally, we were all excited to hear 
about opportunities to preach throughout 
the school year, to continue living into our 
ministry as deacons and future priests, 
proclaiming the Gospel of God to all.  

Each of us has an opportunity to preach 
three or four weekends a month, at our 
Tolton Teaching Parish Program (TTPP) as-
signments. Preparing Sunday homilies in 
the midst of our other seminary duties has 
been, for many of us, not only a wonder-
ful chance to practice what will be the pri-
mary work of the rest of our lives, but also 

an added joy to our priestly formation. The 
experience of preaching every weekend has 
helped many of us maintain part of our rou-
tine of preaching, as it has involved prayer, 
study and preparation throughout the 
week, and the wonderful occasion of deliv-
ering homilies to the parish congregations 
we have come to know and love throughout 
our time at Mundelein. 

“Nothing could be more humbling than 
moments of affirmation from parishio-
ners who tell me that they were in tears, 
or that they suddenly had a conversion 
moment, over something I had said in my 
homily,” said Deacon Larry Basbas of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. “Preaching has 
taught me the awesome beauty and re-
sponsibility of speaking and sharing the 
power of God’s word.”

Preaching has also contributed much to 
our formation as future priests.  Deacon 
Jacob McDaniel of the Diocese of Gary, 
Indiana, has noticed a growing confidence 
in preaching over the past several months. 
“The homily feedback has been awesome,” 
he said. “Parishioners have helped me 
grow, given me good advice and helped me 
to realize how much I enjoy preaching to 
the people of God.” 

BY DE ACON HAYDEN CHARLE S | 4T,  DIOCE SE OF WICHI TA 

Practicing When  
They Preach

One of the great joys of this past summer for me and many of 
my fellow deacons was the opportunity to preach at parishes 
in our home dioceses.  

Mundelein Seminary rector Father John 
Kartje, hearing about the positive experi-
ences many of Mundelein’s deacons have 
had in preaching at their weekend par-
ishes, decided last spring to extend the op-
portunity to preach during the weekdays 
as well. After consultation with many of 
the pastors of parishes near Mundelein, 
the deacon class was given the opportu-

nity to assist and preach 
at daily Masses during 
the week if they chose. 
Many of my classmates 
have taken advantage of 
this opportunity to of-
fer short, simple homi-
lies at local parishes 
on different weekdays. 
This, too, has been a 
wonderful experience 
for many of us.

“Preaching is a critical 
moment in which the 
homilist gives the peo-

ple his heart, his reflections from prayer, 
his experience of the Lord,” said Deacon 
Michael Groth of the Diocese of Joliet, Il-
linois. “Seeing, experiencing and finding 
immense joy in the intimacy of preaching 
has been a great blessing. Being sent to 
parishes to engage in this ministry is an 
honor, privilege and blessing.” Being sent 
to parishes to preach will, of course, soon 
take up the rest of our lives.  We will devel-
op and settle into our routines of waking 
up in the morning, praying, getting vested 
and celebrating Mass at the parishes to 
which we are sent. Thanks to Father Kartje 
and the TTPP we are offered a foretaste 
of our future, even while we remain at 
seminary for our final year of formation. 
This is a gift that has already borne fruit 

in many of our lives and 
will continue to do so as we 
make our final preparations 
for priestly ordination in 
the spring and summer. For 
the deacon class, it has truly 
been a gift to begin engag-
ing now in what will be our 
primary duty as priests: the 
proclamation of the Gospel 
of God to all.  

HAYDEN 
CHARLES    
is a 
fourth-year 
theologian 
studying for 
the Diocese 
of Wichita.

Deacon Larry BasbasDeacon Michael Groth
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Liturgical life of the seminary 
is at the core of forming future 
priests. An important component of 
liturgical life is sacred music, which enriches 
it and assists believers in participating more 
fully, actively, consciously and fruitfully. 

Coming to Mundelein Seminary as a 
new seminarian, a foreign national, with 
both theology and music degrees, and 
having worked as a full-time music direc-
tor, I truly did not know what to expect 
music-wise. I was pleasantly surprised to 
learn about and join one of Mundelein’s 
seven choirs. Music plays such an impor-
tant role in my life and vocation, helping 
me pray, so it felt natural for me to join 
and assist as able — accompany, sing and 
train cantors. Linda Cerabona, Munde-
lein’s music director (organist, choral di-
rector and vocal coach) since 2005, is very 
instrumental in engaging the seminar-
ians of all skill levels to participate, con-
tribute, learn and enjoy music. 

“The seminarians of Mundelein Semi-
nary are steeped in the Mundelein legacy 
of grandeur, nobility and beauty of sacred 
music and the all-male choir,” Cerabona 
said. “Their liturgical music training in-
cludes clear enunciation and intonation, 
adequate phrasing, interpretation and 
part-singing in many languages.” 

The Schola sings at community Masses 
on Wednesdays, Sundays and other solem-
nities and feasts throughout the year. The 
repertoire varies from Gregorian chant to 
male choir four-part polyphonic music. 
Cerabona directs the Schola, assisted by 
accompanists Michael Barbarossa of the 
Archdiocese of Seattle, Joseph Nguyen of 

the Diocese of San Jose, and me.
The Spanish Choir, comprised mostly 

of seminarians from Latin America, 
sings at Spanish Mass on Thursdays 
and is joined by guitarists. The music is 
always lively, and it is adventurous and 
rewarding to sing in a language different 
from my own. 

The African Choir gathers and sings at 
Mass monthly. It is comprised of semi-
narians of African or African-American 
descent, as well as others who join on a 
regular basis. Clapping, movement, Af-
rican drums and harmony epitomize 
this music, which builds on emotion and 
strong faith. The African Choir is directed 
by Father Bradley Zamora, director of lit-
urgy and accompanist.

The Holy Land Pilgrimage Schola is di-
rected by Barbarossa and Nate Resila of 
the Diocese of Albany. This group starts 
during the Third Theology class’s nine-
week pilgrimage to the Holy Land and 
continues through Fourth Theology. The 
choir sings varied repertoire. 

The Asian Choir prepares for Asian 
Lunar New Year in the beginning of 
the spring semester and is coordinat-
ed by Nguyen.

The Mundelein Christmas Concert 
Choir includes men who sing in all the 
different ensembles at the seminary, as 
well as faculty members. It is the largest 
and most well-known Mundelein choir 
and is directed by Cerabona. It gathers 
annually to perform at a regularly sold-
out concert in early December, accompa-
nied by the Chicago City Lights Orches-

tra. It is a thrill to hear 45-60 men sing 
the Hallelujah Chorus in four parts.

Mundelein’s brass ensemble plays for 
solemnities and special events that take 
place in the life of the seminary (institu-
tions of lectors and acolytes, the newly 
ordained Mass, etc.). We are blessed to 
have talented trumpet, horn, tuba and 
timpani players among our seminarians. 
It truly raises the music to the level of 
majesty and glory. 

Music is an important piece of our for-
mation. At Mundelein, seminarians are 
exposed to a healthy variety of styles, 
which gives us a glimpse into parish 
music life and expands our repertoire 
as well. Music-wise, there is something 
for everyone at Mundelein, since not ev-
eryone enjoys the same style of music. 
Having a nice variety gives everyone a 
chance to participate and learn, creating 
a healthy balance. 

“The candidates for priesthood are invit-
ed to integrate their spiritual, intellectual, 
human and pastoral formation as they 
avail themselves to the range of ministerial 
and growth opportunities the music pro-

gram provides,” Cerabona 
said. “The music program 
is oriented toward future 
pastoral application of 
the knowledge and ex-
perience acquired at the 
seminary for the sake of 
enhancing liturgical and 
community life in par-
ishes and dioceses around 
the world.”  

Seminary 
Choirs 

Enhance 
Liturgical 
Experience
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with whom, we dwell now. Do you love 
where you live? I was confronted with 
that challenge, and I’ll admit I had to 
wrestle with it for a while. But slowly 
and with much reflection, I began to dis-
cover, or better yet rediscover, what it is 
that I love. Because I do love Wyoming, 
and here is why.

When I return home for break from 
seminary, the best part of the whole 
drive is when I cross the border, which 
of course is signaled most notably by at 
least a 60 percent to 70 percent decrease 
in traffic. Wyomingites have a certain 
pride about being the least populated of 
the 50 states. When criticized by urban-
ized folks about our lack of development, 

Mexico. I know, I know. It is a little strange to start an article about Cheyenne with 
Mexico, but bear with me for a moment. For it was in Mexico that I discovered a love and 
appreciation of my great western diocese, which encompasses the entire Cowboy State.

BY SE T H HOST E TLER  |  2T,  DIOCE SE OF CHEYENNE 

Now you are probably thinking that I 
am getting ready to criticize Mexico and 
so make my home sound better. Just the 
opposite. In fact, spending the summer 
of 2019 in Cuernavaca, Mexico, was my 
first encounter with a group of people 
that really believed and acted as if the 
place they lived was in fact their home. 
Before I even recognized this, I experi-
enced it. The tortillerias on every corner, 
the mariachi bands at celebrations, the 
local mercados for food — they all added 
together into a cultural identity and a 
deep sense of knowing who they were. In 
the midst of this, I was lamenting to a 
companion that I did not feel like I had 
a cultural identity that I could be confi-

dent and happy about. My colleague re-
sponded, “All that is needed for a cultur-
al identity to form is for the people who 
live there to love the place they live.” I 
was struck deeply by that. 

It brings to mind Psalms 27:4 “One 
thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek 
after: to live in the house of the Lord all 
the days of my life.” Of course, the ul-
timate house is the heavenly kingdom, 
where we will dwell in the loving trini-
tarian embrace, but to understand, let 
alone desire, that heavenly reality de-
mands the appreciation of its earthly 
parallel. The heavenly house of the Lord 
is understood better when we love the 
“house,” or community, in which, and 

Loving Where You Live
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we agree full-heartedly that it is really 
not a good place to live and they should 
never consider moving there. We don’t 
mind being a primarily rural community. 
In fact, we love it. Even if we don’t articu-
late it well, there is something formative 
about hopping in a pick-up and heading 
out on a dirt road without fear of cross-
ing paths with anyone, free to be alone 
with your own thoughts. Now, we may 
not like cities and traffic and constant 
noise and chemically hazy days, but that 
is not to say we do not like people. Go-
ing with my dad into town (yes there is 
a clear distinction between “town” and 

everything else), I was accustomed to 
him raising the one finger (pointer, not 
middle) to almost every car we passed, 
and they would wave back! You cannot 
go to the grocery store (singular) with-
out running into someone you know. 
Sometimes this is annoying, but at least 
it demands that you treat people hu-
manely. When you run into people that 
you will never see again, it is easy not to 
extend the common curtesy of a hello 
and a smile. In a small town, the lady for 
whom you did not hold the door open 
might just bring it up when you see her 
at the dentist later that day. 

If you are ever driv-
ing through Wyo-
ming, which most 
people assure me that 
that is all they are go-
ing to do, you might 
experience a phenom-
enon that goes some-
thing like this: “Wow, 
this is amazing ... at 
least I think it is?” As 
you continue driving, 
you grow less certain 
that the sight you are 
beholding actually is 
remarkable because if 
it were, surely there 
would be some place 
to stop, or at least a 
sign indicating what 
you’re looking at. 
Don’t be fooled. You 
are indeed witnessing 
something breathtak-
ing, and no, you will 
not find a commercial 
enterprise looking 
to make a few bucks 
off it. If they were in 
any other state, some 
of the natural phe-
nomena in Wyoming 
would have hotels 
and guiding compa-
nies ready to help you 
see just how amazing 
what you are looking 

at really is. The Code of the West says, 
“Remember that some things aren’t for 
sale.” Wyoming certainly has not es-
caped the consumerism of our culture, 
but people still have a deep intuition 
that something about this saying is right 
and needs to be upheld. 

In closing, it seems only fair that part 
of what makes Wyoming a place that 
I love is my family who lives there. If 
one of a thousand things had been dif-
ferent, I may have ended up somewhere 
else, and if that were the case, then that 
place would become home. This makes 
it all seem relative, but we do not get 
to choose our families or where we are 
raised, and as the Lord told the prophet 
Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in the 
womb, I knew you.”  We can trust that 
divine providence is at work well before 
our individual adventures get under 
way. Even if our circumstances are noth-
ing like the peaceful plains and soaring 
mountains of Wyoming, the Lord has 
a plan for each of us. A plan that is for 
our welfare and not for our woe. A plan 
that gives significance to every aspect of 
our life. Chance is our articulation of a 
designed reality that we simply cannot 

comprehend. It was not 
by chance that I was 
born in Wyoming, nor 
that I have the family 
that I do. It is not by 
chance that I get to call 
Wyoming my home. 
It is where the Lord 
chose for me to be, and 
for that I am eternally 
grateful.  

From the Diocese
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“We don’t mind being a 
primarily rural community ... 
there is something formative 

about hopping in a pick-up 
and heading out on a dirt road 
without fear of crossing paths 

with anyone, free to be alone 
with your own thoughts.”
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Jeff Frieden did not expect to be scraping rust and painting 
a fence alongside his new rector when he started at Mundelein 
Seminary this fall. The first-year theologian from the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque figured he wouldn’t see much of his 
rector, as compared to the eight-person seminary he graduated 
from in May 2019, yet he found himself next to Father John 
Kartje during Mundelein’s annual Welcome Week in August. 

“I came from a very small seminary 
where we worked on projects a lot to-
gether,” Frieden said. “Coming to an in-
stitution the size of Mundelein, I didn’t 
think I would ever be working next to the 
rector like before — I expected that to 
change. It struck me that Father Kartje 
was getting his hands dirty alongside a 
first-year seminarian.” 

Frieden was one of nearly 160 Mun-
delein seminarians who participated in 
“Workday,” a new event meant to call 
seminarians to service while building 
fraternity. Workday took place Aug. 31, 
with seminarians volunteering for out-
door projects across campus that signifi-
cantly benefited the grounds of Munde-
lein Seminary.

Vice Rector Father Brian Welter, who 
headed up the overall logistics, orga-
nization and assignments for the day, 
said the event was added to Welcome 
Week after tossing around the idea of a 
seminarian community service day with 
Kartje for some time. 

“Father Kartje and I had talked over 
the past couple of years that it would 
be great to have a day where we could 
either do a day of service out in Mun-
delein — off campus or even on cam-
pus,” Welter said, adding that the two 

decided to do something on campus as 
a starting point this year. 

Projects ranged from clearing trees 
and weeding flower beds to mortar and 
painting projects. A 40-foot-by-40-foot 
brick patio was installed at the picnic 
area near the baseball field. Tree limbs 
were cut near the grotto and outdoor 
Stations of the Cross, while smaller trees 
were removed along the lakefront.

Frieden was one of nearly 30 seminar-
ians who scraped rust off 
the fencing at the his-
toric Cardinal’s Villa resi-
dence and repainted the 
fence. In addition, mor-
tar work was done on 
campus bridge railings 
and the outside walls of 
the main chapel.

Aside from the work 
itself, Welter said a sec-
ond motive for Workday 
was building community. 

“When you’re work-
ing shoulder to shoulder 
with someone, you get 
put with guys you don’t 
normally work with, and 
work together as a team, 
it definitely builds fra-

Campus Life

BY CHRI STOPHER EPPLE T T | 1T,  DIOCE SE OF GR AND R APIDS

Building 
Brotherhood

ternity,” Welter said. “Watching the guys 
talk and work together as a team to pull 
out these giant dead trees right at the 
bank of the lake, there was a common 
goal, they were communicating with 
each other, working together.”

Frieden agreed. 
“I think working on projects in general 

helps build fraternity,” he said. “That’s 
part of the definition of virtuous friend-
ship — gathering around a common 
goal. Workday was a good example of it.” 

Another first-year theologian, Andrew 
Morand, from the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana, also found the day valuable 
in building community. 

“There was definitely a sense of cama-
raderie,” said Morand, who also worked 
on the villa fence. “Having a common 
task helps — it also was a simple enough 
task that we could have conversations 
while doing it.”

“There was a little friendly competi-
tion between the groups to see who 
could paint the most fence and that was 
kind of fun,” he added.  

Collectively, the projects helped the 
campus Facilities Management depart-
ment get ahead for the year and took 
care of some projects that were years 
from completion, according to Jim Hein-
en, the campus chief operating officer. 

“These were things we could not do 
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ourselves,” Heinen said. “It was a home-
run for us.”

With just six full-time workers to 
maintain the 1,100-acre campus, Hein-
en said the day was invaluable to the 
beautification of the grounds. Specifi-
cally, the villa fence was nearly two years 
from projected completion, and Heinen 
said clearing trees restored areas to their 
original beauty. 

“This helped us take care of our natu-
ral resources,” Heinen said. “Now you 
can actually see the water by the Sta-
tions, which was the original intent. 
That is noticed by everyone who comes 
here and creates a more welcoming en-
vironment.” 

The campus is home to the largest 
privately-owned lake in Lake County, 
which is now more visible and attractive. 
In order to complete all the work, which 
took place between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. in 
one day, one or two seminarians with 
previous skill in an area took the lead in 
managing and teaching seminarians in 
various teams. 

These team leaders had some back-
ground or expertise in the area they 
managed, which, according to Welter, 
also had a benefit of allowing them to 
teach their skills to brother seminar-
ians. In fact, one team leader even tried 
to get Welter to try something new — 

throw tree branches into an industrial 
woodchipper. 

“For the record, we had two guys as 
the leads who had operated a wood-
chipper before,” Welter said. “This was 
an industrial size woodchipper. This 
isn’t a little backyard type of thing.” 

After some urging by the seminar-
ians operating the machine, Welter de-
cided to stop avoiding the machine and 
throw in some sizeable branches.

“I had more fear for the guys (than 
myself),” Welter said. “I have no need to 
get near these giant machines. I don’t 
need to go near it if I can avoid it.” 

With the success of 
the event, Welter said 
they would like to see 
Workday become an 
annual event.

“I’d like to see it 
go forward,” Welter 
said. “There is a cer-
tain portion of guys 
that like physical 
work. It’s not every-
one’s cup of tea, but, 
at the end of the day, 
you feel pretty good 
about what you did.” 

Of course, Heinen 
certainly likes the 
idea of Workday re-
turning.

“I hope it is some-

thing we can continue,” he said, adding 
a potential critical project for next year 
is working to repair erosion around the 
lake. “It was a great joint venture — what 

great participation.” 
Overall, Welter said one 

of the biggest signs of day’s 
success was marked by the 
seminarians’ positivity.

“I was so impressed by 
the spirit out there,” Welter 
said. “Guys had a very posi-
tive attitude and really liked 
being involved in seeing 
something accomplished. 
I was super pleased by the 
whole day.”  
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On the brisk, sunny Sunday morning of 
Oct. 27, this new garden was dedicated to 
Francis Cardinal George, OMI, in honor 
of all the priests that he ordained to the 
priesthood during his ministry as Arch-
bishop of Chicago, cardinal, and chancel-
lor of Mundelein Seminary from 1997 to 
2014. Made possible through the gener-
osity of Bill McEssy, the garden features 
new pathways, new plant life and a beau-
tiful statue of Jesus and St. Joseph.

Beginning with Mass celebrated by 

Cardinal Blase Cupich, current Arch-
bishop of Chicago, more than 500 people 
attended the dedication, among them 
friends, family members, benefactors, 
seminary administrators, professors, 
priests and seminarians. Many of the 
priests in attendance were ordained by 
George. After Mass, attendees processed 
from the chapel to the garden, singing as 
they walked, and following Cupich. 

“We gather on this beautiful morning 
to ask God’s blessing on this garden,” Cu-

pich began. “We dedicate this garden to 
the glory of God.” 

Both on that sunny October day and in 
the life of George, the glory and grace of 
God were on full display. 

Grace of God, Received
George made the grace of God human 

and personal. 
“He was a brilliant theologian” reflected 

Patrick Coleman, a longtime board mem-
ber of Mundelein Seminary and personal 
friend of George. “But you would also 
see him sitting in the church basement 
at community gatherings, just talking to 
people as they came by. He loved to be the 
last one out.”

“When I was with him, he always took 
the time to listen and he was quiet,” 
shared Amy Davidson, daughter of Bill 
and Lois McEssy. “When he did speak, it 
was always something so amazingly intel-
ligent.” Combining the virtues of intel-
lect and personability, George impressed 
many with God’s wisdom. Although a 
widely published theologian, a cardinal 
and head of the largest seminary in the 
United States, he did not live out of touch 
with his people. He was neither discon-
nected, nor too busy to spend quality time 
with others. 

George suffered greatly throughout his 
life, first by having contracted polio dur-
ing his youth, and later having battled 
with cancer. Nevertheless, George lived 
his life with joy, intentionality and hope. 
He was quick to acknowledge that his life 
and actions were completely contingent 
upon the grace of God. 

Grace of God, Given
Having received the grace of God, 

George was eager to share this grace with 
others. He deeply loved the people of 
Chicago. 

“He was always trying to show his love 
for the Church and his love for the peo-
ple,” said Agnes Ford, friend of George. 
“He made an effort to go to all the par-
ishes and meet all the people.” 

The cardinal frequently showed his 
care for the parishes and the people of 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. His love was 

One visit to the campus of Mundelein Seminary is enough 
for a person to be captivated by its beauty. Outdoors, one 
finds picturesque views of the deep blue lake, flowers of all 
colors, pristine white statues of saints and grandiose red 
brick buildings. Inside the buildings, one discovers calm, 
serene spaces especially dedicated for prayer and study. Near 
the heart of campus, between the Chapel of the Immaculate 
Conception and the lake, a new garden blooms.

Cardinal Francis George,  

a Witness to Grace
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so palpable that his photo still hangs in 
many Chicagoland churches, alongside 
photos of Pope Francis and Cardinal Cu-
pich. George always sought to help oth-
ers, not himself. 

“At the time the cardinal was initially 
diagnosed with cancer, I was diagnosed 
at the same time, so we were going 
through chemotherapy together,” Cole-
man said. “Every time we met, he didn’t 
talk about himself, but he would always 
ask about me.” 

Even when his own health was fail-
ing, George still put other people before 
himself, and allowed God’s love to flow 
through him into others. 

Grace of God, the Priesthood of 
Jesus Christ 

Fundamentally, a priest is a conduit 
of God’s love for his people. George 
recognized that being a priest of Jesus 

Christ grounded his identities of theo-
logian, bishop and cardinal. The new 
memorial garden at Mundelein speaks 
specifically to this reality, as Cardinal 
George would have wanted. 

“The dedication is both to Cardinal 
George, who was such a tremendous 
supporter of the seminary and of priest-
ly vocations, but it's also to the priests 
that he ordained,” said Father Thomas 
Baima, university provost and longtime 
faculty member.  

When he first arrived in Chicago as the 
archbishop, after serving as bishop in 
Portland, Oregon, and Yakima, Washing-
ton, George knew that he had big shoes to 
fill. Father John Kartje, current rector of 
Mundelein Seminary, recounted, “There’s 
no way in the world could he have imag-
ined to instantly have the trust and the 
love that Cardinal [Joseph] Bernardin 
had built up over the years.” 

However, throughout his 17 years as 
bishop, George built up trust and love 
through his inexhaustible spirit, intel-
lect, personality, dedication and witness 
to grace.

“On behalf of the dozens of priests that 
he ordained, myself being one of them,” 
Kartje said. “He always is, and always will 
be, Francis, our father.”

His priestly care was extended not only 
to the parishes of Chicago, but also to the 
priests of the archdiocese and the semi-
narians and faculty at Mundelein Semi-
nary. Dr. Melanie Barrett, professor of 
moral theology at Mundelein Seminary 
since 2004, said, “Cardinal George was al-

ways very supportive, not just of me, but 
of all the women on seminary faculty. He 
always went out of his way to let us know 
how much he appreciated the unique con-
tribution that we made as women on the 
faculty, and he expressed his gratitude for 
our contribution here.” 

Barrett also recounted a story from 
2004, when George experienced intense 
physical suffering. 

“At the end, when he was battling can-
cer, he was very weak, but he was so dedi-
cated to the mission that it didn’t matter 
how weak he was, he would pull himself 
together to be present to people and try 
to keep as full a schedule as possible. I 
remember one time when he came to cel-
ebrate communal Evening Prayer with us 
in the seminary chapel. He was terribly 
weak and he had to be helped to stand 
up, but yet he was present. The seminar-
ians saw how, even though he was weak, 
he was present to them. That’s the kind of 
man he was.”

Displaying self-sacrifice for others, 
even in the midst of his own great suf-

fering, George modeled to 
seminarians how to imitate 
Jesus Christ, who made the 
perfect act of self-sacrifice 
on the cross. The Francis 
Cardinal George, OMI, 
Memorial Garden stands 
as a witness to the grace 
that was resplendent in his 
life — grace received, grace 
given and grace lived as a 
priest of Jesus Christ.  
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20th ANNUAL BASKETBALL tournament  
brings seminarians together for

prayer, fraternity  
and competition

On Jan. 17, around 240 additional seminarians and priests 
arrived on campus to compete in the 20th annual Father O’Malley 
Invitational Basketball Tournament hosted by Mundelein 
Seminary, making it quite possibly the largest gathering of 
seminarians in the country. However, such a large event had 
modest beginnings.

For years, Mundelein seminarians 
had been competing in the basketball 
tournament at the Pontifical College 
Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio. That 
tournament, going into its 40th year this 

February, had grown to the point that 
they could not accommodate all teams 
that wanted to come. In the fall of 2000, 
when the basketball team at Mundelein 
learned that they did not make the list 

for the next tournament, they needed to 
act quickly.

Father Dennis Spies, Mundelein Class 
of 2002, priest of the Diocese of Joliet 
and current faculty member, was one of 
four seminarians at the time who put 
their heads together to find a solution. 

“There was a desire that we need to be 
leading,” Spies said. “If other seminaries 
are hosting tournaments, then we need 
to not just be followers.” His classmate, 
Father Burke Masters, also of Joliet, 
remembers that year as well. “Father 
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because nobody put it together. “‘See if it 
sticks’ was the mind-set that first year,” 
he said. “It just seemed to make sense.”

“The Josephinum tournament was 
really for the East,” explained Msgr. John 
Canary, who began as rector in 1995 and 
currently directs the Joseph and Mary 
Retreat House. “So we extended the 
invitation to the West.” 

“We also figured we could host a bigger 
tournament,” Spies remarked. Eight 
teams competed in the tournament’s first 
year. When the Mundelein tournament 
did grow bigger, they were able to use 
the nearby Santa Maria del Popolo 
Grade School’s gym for more space. 
Mundelein’s own facilities, however, 
were in poor repair. “The ceiling leaked, 
and the floor was original from 1933,” 
Spies explained. “There were dead spots 
that we had to go around during practice. 
You would bounce the ball, and it would 
not bounce back. We definitely would 
have had a home court advantage if we 
kept it the same.”

All-Around Support
Replacing the floor and repairing the 

roof naturally involved seeking funds, 
something Canary was able to do as 
rector. Kathy Walgreen gave him the first 
donation, and he found great financial 
support from the Knights of Columbus 
through Ron Ziemba, who 
had earlier been the State 
Deputy from 1991-1993. 
The Knights would later 
donate a new scoreboard 
for the gym and support 
the event with $10,000 
each year. “Whatever they 
wanted, we were there for 
them,” Ziemba said.

Ziemba and his wife 
Diane have been present 
to see the tournament 
since 2002. “It’s really 
hard to imagine this place 
without them,” Kartje said. 
“To me, that’s an amazing 
witness.” The couple serve 
as vocations committee 

co-chairs for the Illinois State Council 
of the Knights, having started a state 
raffle in 1994 that pays for the basketball 
tournament funding and other vocations 
ministry. They received the Christo 
Gloria Award from the seminary in 
February 2019 for their years of work 
supporting vocations to the priesthood. 
Faculty really supported the tournament 
early on as well, many coming to games 
even when Mundelein was not playing. 
“Even (Father) Pat Boyle would make an 
appearance, to the usual applause and 
joy of the seminarians,” Canary said. 
“This was one of those uplifting winter 
events, a boost for the winter blues.”

A Place of Fraternity
The tournament’s founding group 

wanted to create an atmosphere of 
hospitality. Spies, who headed the 
Hospitality Committee, would ask 
Mundelein seminarians to serve as 
hosts, each for a particular team. The 
host would meet and greet them, helping 
them around campus throughout the 
weekend. While the idea of having 
hosts has changed over the years, 
several aspects have been staples of 
the tournament from the beginning, 
including a live pep band, a Friday night 
pizza party, and a Saturday night ice 
cream social.

Dennis and I talked with then-rector 
Father Canary, and we all thought, ‘Well, 
let’s start our own.’”

The two others involved in the 
leadership were Father Richard Rocha 
of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph 
and Father Claude Burns of the Diocese 
of Evansville.

Current rector Father John Kartje was 
also a member of their class. Looking 
back, he sees that the seminary was 
ready for it, and that the only reason it 
had not happened up until that point was 

Cover Story
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“The goal was fraternity and to meet 
as many people as possible,” Spies said. 
“We thought it was awesome that guys 
came from other seminaries and dioceses 
around the country.” Being Christian men 
studying for the priesthood, it was also 
very important for Spies and company to 
incorporate prayer. “We were intentional 
about having Mass together on Sunday 
morning with everyone who was there.”  

Developing Parish Skills the 
O’Malley Way

From the get-go, the responsibility 
of planning and implementing the 
tournament was taken on by the 
seminarians. “That was really a gift of the 
Mundelein seminarians,” Canary said. 

Robert Cotta of the Diocese of Atlanta 
coordinated the 2015 tournament, 
which saw a massive 20-inch snowstorm 
cause water to drip from the ceiling and 
keep many teams at Mundelein to watch 
the Super Bowl. Yet, even with such 
challenges, he said, “Heading up the 
basketball tournament was an important 
part of my priestly formation,” which has 
been a theme for him throughout the 
years. Cotta notes how he had to navigate 
his daily responsibilities at the seminary 
while also planning such a large event. 
The coordinator also establishes student 
teams and works with campus staff to 
organize food, lodging, first aid and 

liturgies. Programs and T-shirts must be 
designed and printed, and referees have 
to be hired. “It gave me a small glimpse 
into the life of a pastor, who has to wear 
a bunch of hats at the same time,” said 
Cotta, who is on track to be ordained a 
deacon this summer.

Kartje also keyed in on this benefit 
of developing leadership skills for the 
parish. “As a pastor, you’re going to need 
to take that initiative,” he said. However, 
he stressed the importance of the 
seminarian community not allowing the 
event to get so big as to let their prayer 
or studies suffer. “Priests fall into this 

trap as well, whether it’s 
the parish picnic or the 
construction of a new 
church,” he said. 

Along the same lines, 
“because of the size 
of the thing,” Canary 
suggested that a key skill 
men learn over the years 
has been delegation. “A 
pastor has to know how 
to do delegation, and 
then trust that those 
people do it.”

Kartje said athletics 
itself is also a great way 
for men to develop in 
their human formation, 
something he really 

came to appreciate while observing 
football practices during his assignment 
as chaplain of Northwestern University’s 
Sheil Catholic Center. “I just think that 
Church folks could learn an awful lot 
from athletes,” he said. “Just the value 
of getting up and doing the unglamorous 
stuff, so that when you make bigger 
decisions, a lot of that stuff just becomes 
second nature.” He likens such training 
both to the discipline of praying early in 
the morning and to the generous sharing 
of one’s time as a priest, especially when 
some days demand minor stretches 
on one’s comfort. “You don’t have the 
luxury of sitting in the pew at a parish 
Mass or to decide if you’re a parish priest 
or a seminarian,” he said. “You’re out 
there all the time.

Masters concurred, adding, “A lot 
of those things you learn from sports, 
such as teamwork and discipline, are so 
applicable to the spiritual life and to the 
life of a priest.”

One great champion of generosity and 
of forming parish priests was Father Pat 
O’Malley, after whom the tournament is 
now named following his death in 2013. 
O’Malley was ordained by Cardinal Stritch 
in 1957 for the Archdiocese of Chicago 
and acted as a school superintendent, 
had four parish assignments and served 
as vicar for priests before opting to retire 
to Mundelein Seminary in 1997, where 
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he served as teacher, spiritual director 
and cam priest. 

Kartje, who had a unique relationship 
with O’Malley in regular spiritual direction, 
said, “He was somebody really invested in 
the Church, a good priest, holy priest and 
very social-justice oriented.” 

“He was my cam priest,” Spies noted. 
“He had a ton of experience he’d share with 
us. We’d ask him all kinds of questions.”

“When he retired, he could have just 
taken it easy,” Kartje added. “But he 
came back here full-time with a full load 
to the day he died. I’m very pleased that 
the tournament is named after him.”

Building the Kingdom in 2020
This year’s student coordinator saw this 

20th tournament as an opportunity to 
take a fresh, spiritual look at its purpose 
and structure. Robert Lamorena, in 
his second year of Pre-Theology for the 
Diocese of San Jose, has a background in 
project management. 

“I was not called here to continue my 
career, but to try to be a priest, so what this 
event does is it gives me the opportunity 
to use that project management skill-set 
for God. Instead of event planning, it’s 
ministry,” he said. “At the end of the day, 
if you are moving from an event model to 
a ministry model, this ministry has to be 
centered in the Gospel.” 

With much prayer and questioning, 
Lamorena and his team came to a 
clear vision going forward. “This fall, 
it became obvious that the theme God 
wanted to emphasize with this event 
was community,” he said. “Our 2020 
vision was this idea of showcasing what 
community looks like here at Mundelein, 
so that when they returned to their 
seminaries, they could share this Gospel 
message of community.” 

Lamorena believes the tournament 
could really be used to build up the 
seminarians’ spiritually. 

“The Gospel mission is to build the 
kingdom, not to sustain the kingdom. As 
you lead people to volunteer for different 
things, you allow God to feed them 
spiritually so that they feel motivated to 
do God’s work.” 

This is also important to Kartje, who 
said, “I always appreciate when the 
leadership for the particular year sees 
the larger perspective.”

In order to do that, Lamorena and his 
team have found ways to schedule the 
weekend in a new way that will make it 
more conducive to encounters between 
seminarians and God. This is really where 
he saw the Holy Spirit working through 
the support of his brother seminarians, 
he explained. For this tournament, the 
games were arranged so that every team 
will be able to attend Mass together on 
both Saturday and Sunday, instead of 
some teams praying privately. 

“We want 400 seminarians to come 
together and pray,” he said. “There’s 
something about the Holy Spirit 
allowing us to come together, in a spirit 
of competition, sure, but to recognize 
that we all serve our Lord.”

In addition, there was adoration 
offered from the end of Saturday Mass 
until the beginning of Sunday Mass. 

“Seminarians were able to pray for the 
priesthood, for the tournament and, of 
course, for no injuries,” Lamorena said. 

Vocation Booster
Beyond the athletic and spiritual 

benefits of the tournament, it also 
provides encouragement for current and 
future vocations. Solidarity is one factor. 

“We can talk about different 
seminaries as if they’re different, but 
no, the seminarians and priests who 
work with them — we’re all on the same 
mission,” Kartje said. 

“It’s good for them to meet other 
seminarians and realize they’re normal,” 
Spies said. “It unifies the Church. They’re 
regular guys just trying to figure out how 
to be priests.” 

Masters, who served as vocation 
director for the Diocese of Joliet from 
2006 to 2018, found the tournament to 
be great for recruitment. 

“We’ve had dads bring their sons, and 
it was a great thing for both of them to 
see these normal guys playing a sport,” 
Masters said. “It gives a new vision of 
priests for the laity,” he said. “To see 

guys having fun while still loving Jesus 
opens up the way to think, ‘Wow, maybe 
I could be here’.”

In recent years, the tournament 
has had an even wider reach, with the 
addition of livestreaming. During the 
2019 tournament, it racked up 7,178 
views, displaying the growing interest in 
the event. St. Vincent de Paul Regional 
Seminary in Boynton Beach, Florida, set 
up a large screen for the community to 
follow their team, and the Mundelein 
seminarians on pilgrimage in the Holy 
Land also tuned in to the tournament. 
The competition has been high, with 
various teams taking home the trophy. 

“Two years ago, we were against St. 
Vincent de Paul in the 
finals,” Kartje said. “I 
know Msgr. Toups well, so 
we made a bet. He bet us 
a crate of oranges, and we 
bet him a Lou Malnati’s 
pizza,” he recalled with a 
smile. “We lost, so I had to 
send him the pizza.”

See highlights from 
this year’s tournament at 
www.usml.edu/20th.  

DEACON 
KEVIN 
RIPLEY 
is a fourth-
year theolo-
gian studying 
for the Diocese 
of Green Bay.
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From the Diocese

Augustus Tolton Teaching 
Parish Program

After a day full of classes, I hopped 
in my car and headed south, excited 
for another Tuesday night at my teach-
ing parish.  It was December, and the 
brisk air and a prematurely dark sky ac-
companied me all the way to St. James 
Parish in Arlington Heights. I had been 
assigned there for nearly four months, 
and it was quickly becoming home.  The 
parishioners’ hospitality, joy and their 
amazing evangelization efforts continu-
ally amazed me. Immediately, I had been 
welcomed into the community as a mem-
ber of the parish family. 

These were the “dog days” of winter. 
The nights seemed to go on forever, and 
it was dark by 4:30 p.m. Many people be-
gin to hunker down and hide from the 
cold between Thanksgiving and the rush 
that accompanies Christmas. For months 
now, I had been working with junior high 
students each Tuesday night. I was look-
ing forward to another session of EDGE, 
the junior high ministry program at our 
parish. The cold and dark wasn’t keeping 

the young people away, as our groups were 
always full and exciting. But this night, I 
was in for an unexpected and much appre-
ciated treat.  

The church looked dark and closed 
when I pulled up, but the parking lot 
was full. There are always gatherings 
and activities at the parish. It’s a vibrant 
church community, alive and growing. It 
is not common for the parish to be still 
and unoccupied.  

I knew something was up, but I wasn’t 
prepared for the blessing that was to 
come. When I walked into the darkened 
church, I discovered it wasn’t empty. 
Quite the contrary! There were roughly 
400 parents and children on their knees 
praying. The church choir was singing riv-
eting praise and worship music. My eyes 
were drawn slowly toward the light shin-
ing on the altar and at the candle-flanked 
monstrance exposing the Blessed Sacra-
ment for all to adore.  

Pope Francis regularly reminds believ-
ers that God is full of surprises. Those 

BY RYAN BR ADY | 3T,  ARCHDIOCE SE OF CHIC AGO

surprises can be rich in grace. The reli-
gious education families had gathered for 
praise and worship. As a man studying to 
be a parish priest, I was moved beyond 
description. I dropped to my knees and 
adored Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
with them.  My thoughts and prayers 
turned to Father Patrick Peyton, the Ro-
sary Priest. His famous saying kept re-
peating in my ears, “The family that prays 
together, stays together.” Moments like 
these remind me why I want to be a priest. 
I choked up. With a bit of effort, I was able 
to mumble the words “thank you” to our 
Lord.  Thank you that I could be there and 
pray with these families. I was then, and 
am now, moved with gratitude, and hu-
mility, that God has called me to be a par-
ish priest for families just like these.  

Heroic efforts are being made by hun-
dreds of people in 75 parishes across four 
dioceses surrounding Mundelein Semi-
nary. Moments like the one described 
above are possible thanks to the Tolton 
Teaching Parish Program. Pastors and the 
TTPP committees are dedicating a great 
deal of their time and effort to give semi-
narians the education, experience and 
grace necessary to journey confidently to 
ordination and priesthood.

Seminarians and parishes across the 
dioceses of Joliet, Gary and Rockford and 
the Archdiocese of Chicago have formed 
bonds that allow for both parties to grow 
and learn. The teaching parishes welcome 
men to their communities beginning in 
their second year of pre-theology. By the 
time a man is ordained, he will have been 
with his teaching parish for up to five 
years. The last year of seminary formation 
is a monumental year for the seminarian.  
As a deacon, he preaches, baptizes and 
witnesses marriages in the parish.  

Throughout these monumental and 
formative years, the seminarian will be ac-
companied on this journey with the TTPP 
lay committee at his parish. With the 
committee, seminarians have opportuni-
ties to reflect and pray with their experi-
ences. The seminarians have the privilege 
to walk with parishioners to gain insight 
from the personal experience and parish 
perspective. Three times each semester, 
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the seminarians assigned to a parish meet 
directly with the committee to dialogue 
about their mutual experiences. The rich 
conversation with the committee gives 
seminarians confidence and a sense of 
awareness in areas for growth. 

The affirmation, motivation and growth 
are all strengthened by mutual prayer. Re-
cently, a married couple on the St. James 
committee brought prayer intentions 
from the entire committee with them on 
pilgrimage to the Sanctuary of Our Lady 
of Lourdes in France. We ended each of 
our meetings by sharing prayer intentions 
and updates to previous prayer intentions. 

There are more than 160 seminarians 
participating in the program at 75 par-
ishes, with more than 500 parishioners 
volunteering to be on TTPP committees, 
a great number of volunteers who com-
mit themselves to helping each seminar-
ian grow into a good, holy and competent 
parish priest. Across the participating 
dioceses, the TTPP committees are will-
ing to do whatever they can to support 
their seminarians.  

For committee members, there is great 
joy in shadowing strong, exemplary parish 
priests through the program, but there is 
also a sense of parish ownership and pride 
that seminarians learn from the parishio-
ners, especially those on the committee. 
Parishioners and parish staff do the lion’s 
share of the work in a parish and Munde-
lein’s seminarians are learning the great 
impact the parishioners have in keeping a 
parish vibrant and thriving.  

The impact of the teaching parish and 
the accompanying relationships formed 
with the teaching parish committee is 
undeniably strong. “The highlight of my 
seminary formation so far has been the 
time I have spent at St. John Fisher Par-
ish (Chicago),” said Colm Mitchell, a third-
year theologian studying for the Archdio-
cese of Chicago. “I received the love of the 
people there who welcomed me with open 
arms.  I have been blessed that a number 
of parishioners and teaching parish com-
mittee members have invited me into 
their lives. 

Seminarians Michael Lingaur (Diocese 
of Gaylord) and Jesse Hiett (Diocese of 
Springfield-Cape Girardeau) are both as-

signed to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
in Glenview, Illinois.  Lingaur said, “My 
Tolton Teaching Parish Program commit-
tee has been a great blessing to me. It has 
helped jump-start my relationships at 
OLPH, and it has been very supportive to 
me along my journey towards the priest-
hood of Jesus Christ.”  

For outsiders, the parish can be an in-
timidating place, with names to learn, 
programs to understand and Mass sched-
ules to memorize. But seminarians are 
not outsiders for long. The familiar faces 
of the parish committees welcome semi-
narians warmly, inviting them into their 
lives. The committees help men grow com-
fortable in their role in the parish. “I ap-
preciate not only the support they provide 
but their willingness to share their own 
unique experiences in helping me to de-
velop the pastoral skills needed for the di-
ocesan priesthood,” Hiett said, a second-
year theologian studying for the Diocese 
of Springfield-Cape Girardeau. He added 
that the three meetings per semester are 
beneficial for both the committee mem-
bers and the seminarians. “At each meet-
ing, we share something that we have 
been learning in class, seminary forma-
tion sessions or a particular case study.” 
The committee helps strengthen Mun-
delein students as men and seminarians 
through their contributions and meeting 
feedback.  “We invite them to share their 
own perspectives and expertise; as a re-
sult, they provide a greater depth to our 
own formation process,” Hiett said.

Seminarians place great emphasis on 
the many important things learned in 

the classroom.  But there are great les-
sons learned in the parish narthex, at 
gatherings in the basement and at the 
school. The education in the classroom is 
put into practice in the parish. The teach-
ing parish committees help seminarians 
sort through these experiences to gain 
a deeper understanding of the impact a 
priest has in the lives of his parishioners 
and community. 

Seminary education and formation are 
a series of monumental experiences and 
milestones.  I am incredibly grateful to 
share these moments with the men and 
women who heroically live out their faith 
in the parish. They continually thank sem-
inarians for their hard work and dedica-
tion pursuing their vocation. I would have 
to argue that we, the seminarians, are the 
ones who should be eternally grateful. 
These men and women are heroically liv-
ing their call to holiness and vocation in 
the world around us. They shine brightly 
in the parish and help guide our way as we 
grow in our call to priesthood. 

The seminarian, the pastor and the 
committee are the three legs upon which 

stands the strong platform 
that forms parish priests. 
The energy and determi-
nation committee mem-
bers volunteer on behalf of 
the seminarians grace the 
Church.  As men who will be 
parish priests, seminarians 
long to have brave men and 
women who live their call 
to holiness in an extraordi-
nary way.  

RYAN 
BR ADY        
is a third-year 
theologian 
studying 
for the 
Archdiocese of 
Chicago.
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Tom and Diane Adam serve on the Tolton Teaching Parish Program 
committee at St. James Parish in Arlington Heights, Illinois. This 
vibrant parish was part of the initial teaching parish pilot program 
four years ago, and the couple got involved from day one. Committee 
members meet regularly with the seminarians assigned to the parish 
and help them connect with parish groups and get involved in activities. 
Through their unique role on the committee, Tom and Diane have 
developed close relationships with the seminarians at their parish, 
even attending a few ordinations and keeping in touch with them years 
into their priestly ministry. They recently reflected on their support 
of Mundelein Seminary and the hope they find in helping to form the 
next generation of parish priests.

with through their seminarian experience 
and it’s beautiful to see that.

How did you get involved in the 
Tolton Teaching Parish Program 
and how has that experience been?

Tom: Our pastor, Father Matt Foley 
(Archdiocese of Chicago ’89), knew we 
were already familiar with the seminary, 
so he asked me to chair the lay commit-
tee when the seminarians first came as 
part of a pilot program. He found enough 
members for the committee and told me 
to get them organized. It’s been a won-
derful experience to see how much pray-
ing the seminarians do and how spiritual 
their training is.

Diane: And how friendly they are! 
They like to be visible so that the parish-
ioners know who they are, so they are 
always serving at Mass and have gotten 
involved in several programs that they 
return to week after week. One of them 
is involved in our LifeTeen program, two 
of them are teachers in our middle school 
Religious Ed program and one of them 
works with our RCIA program. Tom and 
I keep in touch with the heads of those 
programs and we always get excellent 
feedback about the seminarians. We meet 
with the seminarians three times each se-
mester, and they always rave about how 
great the parishioners have been to them 
and how much they’ve been invited to 
learn and do, so that’s been wonderful for 
us to see.
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How did you first connect with 
Mundelein Seminary?

Diane: Father Jamie Mueller (Arch-
diocese of Chicago ’14) was a part of 
our parish when he was studying to be a 
priest and we wanted to support him, so 
we started getting involved at Mundelein 

Seminary. We started coming to events 
— the Rector’s Mass, May Crowning and 
the Christmas Concert — and we never 
stopped after that because there were so 
many seminarians who needed our sup-
port spiritually and financially. There are 
now several priests that we’ve walked 



Why is the Tolton Teaching 
Parish Program important?

Tom: It’s very important for semi-
narians to experience parish life. When 
our previous pastor was in seminary in 
the 1960s, they weren’t even allowed 
to leave the seminary. This is just a 
fantastic program for them to see what 
it’s like to be a priest and what it’s like 
to be part of a community. There’s so 
much to learn from just being here that 
you’re not going to learn from reading 
a book at the seminary.

Diane: One of our new seminarians 
came in and led the entire teaching 
parish committee meeting. He set the 
agenda and the prayers he offered were 
amazing. It’s wonderful to see them 
grow and get to use their talents.

What gifts do the seminarians 
bring to the parish?

Diane: I think the parishioners get 
to see all the valuable, spiritual things 
that these seminarians do for our com-
munity. I think it’s a benefit for Mun-
delein and for us that we really get to 
know the seminarians. That’s an op-
portunity that some of our parishio-
ners have never had before.

One of our seminarians reached out 
to our committee at the beginning of 
the semester and asked if we would be 
interested in joining some of the sem-
inarians who are fasting on Fridays 
and praying for more vocations to 
come from the Archdiocese of Chica-
go. I took that on and I’d never fasted 
before, but I thought that was a won-
derful thing that they reached out and 
shared with us. I never would have 
thought to do that, and I’ve shared it 
with other people, who are also pray-
ing and fasting now.

Tom: I think this is a great tool for 
promoting vocations to the priest-
hood. The kids in teaching parishes get 
to see and interact with a younger man 
who’s studying to be a priest, and that 
could never happen before, so I would 
hope that’s a sidelight of the program.

Why is it important to support 
Mundelein Seminary?

Diane: Without the seminary, we 
wouldn’t have priests to celebrate all 
the sacraments that we need and to lead 
our parishes. We’ve already seen that we 
used to have three or four priests in our 
parish and we’re down to two priests — 
and we have a large parish — so it’s very 
important that we support the seminary 
financially and spiritually. And prayer is a 
big part of the teaching parish program. 
They stress that we should share prayer 
requests with the seminarians and that 
the seminarians do the same with us.

We brought our granddaughter to 
the Christmas Concert, and she’d never 

been to the seminary before. We walked 
her down to the lake to see how beauti-
ful it is, and she really enjoyed hearing 
the seminarians sing in the concert. I’m 
sure she’ll always remember that, and 
maybe someday she’ll want to get in-
volved as well.

How does it feel to have a hands-
on role in seminarian formation?

Tom: It’s a real privilege. We’ve been 
invited to a few ordinations at the ca-
thedral and it’s inspirational to see them 
give their first blessings after the cer-
emony. It’s just a great feeling to know 
that we were walking with them on this 
journey.  
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Tom and Diane Adam 
frequently attend 

events at Mundelein 
Seminary, which gives 

them an opportunity 
to further connect 

with the seminarians 
assigned to their 

parish through the 
Tolton Teaching Parish 

Program.



T he Br idge   |  Winter/Spr ing 202024

Student Art and PoetryStudent Art and Poetry

ART CREDI T S:

1. “Pond Perspective” 

By Nick Zummo 

1T, Diocese of Springfield-

Cape Girardeau

2. “Easter Eve” 

By JP Pius  

2T, St. Thomas Syro-

Malabar Catholic  

Diocese of Chicago

3. “Incarnation” 

By Andrew Morand  

1T, Diocese of  

Lafayette-in-Indiana

4. “Takeoff”

By Nick Zummo 

1T, Diocese of Springfield-

Cape Girardeau 

2

1
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Mary’s Way
Oh the day!
Pulled from night's terror once again.
I have seen the teeth of frothing bared tongue 
Seeking to lap up my blood til it is done A brazen 
mistake, I cleft my fate In two roads I paved the 
path And left my feet for the other half.
So I limp along on bleeding stubs,
Yet there's never been a brighter sun.
I died and left the corpse to rot inside Not to hide 
but to collide
What riddles my lung with di-hydrogen monoxide: 
At first glance a deadly gas.
But on second thought I think I'll pass To the left 
and share this wholesome air With whom I've 
become a blessed pair.
What I see is not a hole
But a happy tomb that calls my soul.
To what do I owe the spiteful pain That lapses back 
to vomit again?
Oh where can 1 fling the heart to thee And be 
ridded of rotten poetry?
I speak of others, for many others fine.
But my own are quite bad and asinine.
May I find with my settled box of wits
The less fortunate fate
Of this stubborn wormed-out kid.
The off distant light breaks
And spills into yonder skies afresh
The blues cast grand hopes upon thy face
Radiant with the deepest sapphfreous beauty
I am found 

POE TRY BY DAVID SACHA , 
2T,  DIOCE SE OF GR AND R APIDS

3

The Dead Forgotten Roses
The roses, oh the roses how they bloom!
Midst thorns and brown, gnarled branches Thick patch of 
briar-bed laden heavy with thrusts Of sharp, bold pain. I 
go around again.
The roses, oh how the roses wilt again!
Like sorry eulogies of the forgotten they pass From fiery 
red into repeating foliage;
That all-too-common brown reminding the living That all 
ends up dead by thanksgiving.
So we give thanks; for the world is gray and full of thorns. 
And here we sit, in the midst of it.
Great flowers blooming to share the warmth of sun.
The fuilness of life, the goodness of now.
There is no helplessness in the forgotten rose.
For it shares its glory anyways.
There is no hopelessness in the forgotten man.
For He has grown and iived in full.

4
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Campus Life

On Oct. 17, seminar-
ians and guests alike re-
ceived a poignant rein-
troduction to the great 
Italian saint in the form 
of Francis of Assisi: Mes-
senger of Peace. The the-
atrical portrait of Fran-
cis’ life took place at the 
University of Saint Mary 
of the Lake’s Cardinal 
Mundelein Audito-
rium. Part one-man 
show, part musi-
cal and part poetry, 
Messenger of Peace 
consists of 10 sto-
ries from St. Francis’ 
life told through the 
eyes of his compan-
ions such as Brother 
Bernardo of Quitavale 
and Brother Leo. Por-
trayed through story-
telling, music and im-
ages, the show aims to 
shed a new light on the great saint. 

“Those are the powerful examples that 
he gave that a lot of people overlook or 
don’t even realize happened and they’re 
all based on fact,” said Father Robert M. 
Hutmacher, OFM. 

Messenger of Peace is a group effort led 
by Hutmacher, who has been a priest 
for 40 years and a friar minority for 

50. The rest of the team 
that brought this vision to 
life includes Italians Luca 
Tironzelli, Francesco Di Gi-
andomenico and Poalo Cas-
tellani. Tironzelli played 
the lead in the 90-minute 
show, singing and taking 
on numerous characters 
—  from multiple broth-
ers to a leper and even a 
wolf. As Tironzelli changed 

characters through vocal and facial al-
terations, Di Giandomenico’s guitar and 
Castellani’s violin layered the perfor-
mance with musical sorrow, soul and joy. 
Projected behind Tironzelli were images 
of Francis’ life and companions designed 
by Illinois attorney Timothy J. Leeming. 

The 10 stories Hutmacher chose were 
based on 13th century chronicles of 

Stage Show Portrays 
Life of St. Francis

BY M AT T HEW OCKING A | 2T,  DIOCE SE OF YAKIM A

In 2013, Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio made headlines for 
taking his papal title from one of the Church’s most notable 
saints: Francis of Assisi. Known for his peaceful demeanor and 
desire to renew the Church, Francis remains an inspiration for 
Christians to this day.

Francis’ companions and are derived 
from a manuscript entitled The Legend 
of the Three Companions. Hutmacher met 
Tironzelli and Castellani in 2004 during 
the oratorio, Dialogue of Francis and 
Clare. They have been dear friends and 
collaborators ever since and have recruit-
ed Di Giandomenico for this project. 

“It’s one of those moments of God’s 
grace that we all hit it off and we’ve 
known each other,” Hutmacher said. 
“I’ve baptized some of their children 
over there and all these years and we 
have been working together on differ-
ent projects.”

Messenger of Peace started two years 
ago when the quartet desired to bring a 
fresh story of Francis to life. 

“The four of us have talked in Assisi 
and Perugia (Italy) how we as artists 
can work together to present something 
beautiful to the world about the story of 
Francis and how he was basically a per-
son of reconciliation,” Hutmacher said. 

Performing the show at a seminary 
where future priests are being formed, 
Hutmacher said that St. Francis has 
much to say to those discerning a life-
long call of serving the Church through 
the priesthood. 

“Take it easy on yourself and don’t 
make a decision overnight. That’s one 
of the other things that Francis lays out 
for people,” he said, mentioning that the 
saint underwent four to five years of tu-
multuous conversion. At the time, Francis 
was “breaking off with upper-middle class 
existence and the emerging merchant 
class and he struggled with all of that, the 
value systems and saw the great injustices 
of the feudal system and God smote him 

upside the head but it took 
him a few years to piece it 
together and make his fi-
nal cut with his family and 
everything.”

As seminarians learn 
to do the same through-
out their formation, they 
hope to model the great 
Italian saints and become 
messengers of peace. 

MATTHEW 
OCKING A       
is a second-
year theolo-
gian studying 
for the Diocese 
of Yakima.
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Matthew 28:19 states, “Go, therefore, and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” This is a universal 
call by which we, as baptized Christians, are called to be the 
light of the world and bring the Good News to every corner 
of the world. However, what is the best way to evangelize 
the people?  This is a question to which everyone, not just 
seminarians, would love to know the answer.

The reply of Father Anthony Muraya 
is that “we need to tap into the theolo-
gy of the people.” Here, Muraya implies 
that each and every one of us houses a 
rich reservoir of theology.  God endows 
us with all the necessary tools for salva-
tion. We need to tap into this interior 
treasure to reach our potential. Mura-
ya’s approach is praxis based, in which 
skills are being actualized, embodied 
and realized.

This school year, the Mundelein Sem-
inary community welcomes Muraya, 
who brings an abundance of experience 
in practical pastoral theology, to its 
faculty.   After finishing his studies at 
Mundelein and earning a Licentiate of 
Sacred Theology at the same time, he 
was ordained in 2012 by Cardinal Fran-
cis George and assigned as an associate 
pastor at St. Paul of the Cross Parish in 
Park Ridge, Illinois. His doctoral stud-
ies were in practical pastoral theology, 
which proves particularly useful for 
the formation of seminarians. Practi-
cal pastoral theology can fill the gaps in 
the formation of future priests.  

Muraya’s native country is Kenya, 
where he grew up with a family of nine 
siblings, three girls and six boys. He 
had an extraordinary conversion to Ca-
tholicism at the age of 14 because of his 

grandmother. As a devout Catholic, she 
played an important role in nurturing 
his early spiritual life and would bring 
him to daily Mass and taught him how 
to pray the Rosary. She brought him into 
the faith and planted the seed of the 
priesthood in him. He first discerned his 
vocation with the Augustinian Order be-
fore ultimately finding his call to the di-
ocesan priesthood. Muraya says that his 
love for the priesthood is growing stron-

ger every single day. What he loves most 
about it is to “be in community with oth-
ers and live among the people of God.” 
More importantly, he loves celebrating 
the Eucharist and providing the faithful 
with the Body of Christ. 

Muraya’s advice to seminarians is that 
they should “be open to the movement 
of the spirit.” He added that the spirit of 
God is always present with seminarians, 
guiding them every step of the way and 
their openness to the spirit leads them 
to be mature in the faith. Also, he feels 
that seminarians should take advantage 
of the ample resources available in the 
community, including the faculty, staff 
and all that Mundelein has to offer.

In addition to his love of the priest-
hood, Muraya is an avid sportsman. He 

plays soccer and volley-
ball and is also a runner 
who ran the 2009 Chica-
go Marathon. His favor-
ite food is anything that 
involves goat meat. He 
is most looking forward 
to being a faculty mem-
ber, living and growing 
in faith together with the 
community.  

BY DUY NGUYEN | PT2,  DIOCE SE OF SAN JOSE

Preparing Priests for 
Pastoral Ministry

DUY 
NGUYEN        
is a second-year 
pre-theologian 
from the 
Diocese of San 
Jose.
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It was an odd day on Mundelein’s campus, and it wasn’t just the 
humidity. All of us had just taken our graduation photos with Cardinal 
Blase Cupich, and we were all waiting to file into the auditorium. We 
didn’t really know why we were there, and it definitely showed in our 
behavior. Sure, we all were glad to be done with school — some more 
than others — but honestly none of us saw graduation as the fulfillment 
of our education and formation. Ordination was. 

So, as we piled into the auditorium, I 
wasn’t particularly excited to sit through 
a couple of long speeches. Could we all 
just get to the celebratory dinner al-
ready?  But I think we all knew that when 
a giant of the seminary takes the stand, 
we should all at least try to listen. That’s 
how I felt when Father Larry Hennessey 
came to the microphone. And the line 
that he repeated multiple times during 
his speech was “good theology is always 
pastoral.”  Good theology is always pas-
toral.  What did that mean?  

As I have begun my life as a priest, 
these words have resonated in my mind 
and have been confirmed in so many 
encounters. Recently, I received a set of 
questions from our Confirmation group 

that they asked anonymously. Some of 
my favorites: “Why are there so many 
Sacraments?  How did the original idea 
of Christianity turn to Catholicism?  
Why does Father kiss the altar?  How 
good do you have to be to go to heaven? 
Will God take anyone?  Why did Jesus 
make me ugly and stupid?”  That last 
question was my favorite.  Because they 
have no idea that I am going to answer 
that question for them, too! Good theol-
ogy is always pastoral. What I have found 
is that people are so hungry for the faith 
to make total and comprehensive sense.  
How does Jesus want to enter into this 
moment? How is it more concrete than 
a flippant nicety about God loving me? 
How? Why? What does it mean that 

Christ through 
the Catholic faith 
desires to take in 
and to sanctify 
every aspect of 
my life?  The ques-
tions that Christ’s 
faithful have are 
good, thorough 
and worthy of 
good, thorough 
and comprehen-
sive answers. And 
now as a priest, every time I read the ser-
mons of Augustine or Bernard or Greg-
ory, I hear the questions of the people, 
demanding their pastors to help them. 
Good theology is always pastoral.

Another kid asked, “Father, do we have 
to know all of this history and stuff?” 
And this is from one of the more engaged 
students! My answer was, yes! And then 
I explained the Creed — how “begotten, 
not made” wasn’t created by a committee 
somewhere to confuse us and “consub-
stantial” wasn’t just a long word meant 
to trip us up but that it means some-
thing. Good theology is always pastoral. 
These words have animated me to help 
people encounter: to see that the great 
tapestry of the faith has meaning, and 
each part has its “golden thread” bound 
up by the Incarnation — the great love 
story of God for His People that He gath-
ers to Himself in the Church.  

One of my favorite, and demanding, 
things that I do is preaching. What a 
great adventure, to ask the same ques-

BY FAT HER LOUI S CUNNINGHAM | ARCHDIOCE SE OF SE AT TLE ,  CL A SS OF 2018 

Fielding Deep Questions 
from the Faithful

Alumni Reflection
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tions Christ’s faithful are asking and try-
ing to provide something helpful! I feel 
so indebted to Father Dan Siwek and Fa-
ther Bob Schoenstene in showing me a 
wonderful way to engage the text — and 
to engage the person! What does the text 
actually mean?  What can I use of myself 
to get this across better? More accurate-
ly? More uniquely my own?

When we had Bishop Robert Barron 
for “Doctrine of God with Bob,” in semi-
nary he would say to us, “OK, soul doc-
tors, what do you do?” At first, that anal-
ogy was striking to me, but as I have gone 
to do anointings, I sometimes joke with 
people that we must have more schooling 
than doctors because they call us when 
they don’t know what to do. In reality, I 
have found Barron’s encouragement from 
that class to be extremely helpful, be-
cause it helped to open my eyes to all of 
the questions — the good, deep, insight-
ful questions that people have that has 

revealed to me how much 
my priestly life is not 
about making people “feel 
good,” but to help them 
truly encounter the depth 
and breadth and treasures 
of the mystery of Christ. 
I have found that people 
are comforted when they 
know that a priest knows 
that he is a sinner and can 
also make the faith come 
alive in all of its splendor. 

 Research Grant Awarded
Father Emery de Gaál, 

chairperson and professor 
in the departments of Dog-
matic Theology and Pre-The-
ology, is the recipient of the 
2020 Reverend Monsignor 
John F. Canary Theological 
Education Grant. Father de 
Gaál will receive the $5,000 
grant to support his research 
on the influence of St. John 
Henry Newman upon Car-
dinal Joseph Ratzinger, in-
cluding a detailed study comparing the writings of these important scholars 
in the Catholic Church. This work will culminate in a scholarly research article 
by Father de Gaál as well as a collaborative effort with Dr. Matthew Levering, 
James N. and Mary D. Perry, Jr. Chair of Theology, to host a future conference 
at Mundelein Seminary discussing the topic. The Canary Theological Educa-
tion Fund was established in 2006 to honor Msgr. Canary’s many decades of 
outstanding leadership and service to the seminary and the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. The grants — awarded to faculty members and seminarians in alter-
nate years — support conferences, research and other projects that advance 
the quality of theological education at Mundelein Seminary.

 Faculty Member Presents  
Paper on Conversion

Dr. Melanie Barrett, Ph.D., STD, professor 
of moral theology, presented a paper at a col-
loquium in Menlo Park, California, on Christian 
conversion according to the theologian Hans 
Urs von Balthasar. The event, entitled “Renew-
ing Formation: Toward a New Unity of Theol-
ogy and Sanctity,” was co-sponsored by Ignatius 
Press and the St. John Paul II Center for Con-
templative Culture.

 New Role For Vice Rector of Formation
Father Brian Welter, who has served as vice rector of formation at Mun-

delein Seminary since 2016, was recently appointed as the new executive di-
rector of the Institute for Priestly Formation, effective July 2020. Located at 
Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska, the Institute for Priestly Forma-
tion provides advanced and ongoing 
education for seminarians, priests 
and those involved in priestly for-
mation. Mundelein faculty members 
and students frequently teach and 
attend IPF’s summer programming 
to further enrich their formation and 
spiritual lives. We are grateful for Fa-
ther Welter’s service to Mundelein 
and look forward to collaborating 
with him in this important new role. 

FATHER 
LOUIS 
CUNNING-
HAM      
is a priest 
for the Arch-
diocese of 
Seattle, Class 
of 2018.
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Upcoming Events 
March 28   V Encuentro Pastoral

April 17   25th/50th Anniversary  
Mass and Luncheon

April 23   Celebration of Mundelein

May 2   Convocation

May 3   May Crowning

June 21-26   45th annual Summer  
Scripture Conference

July 9   Alumni Golf Outing 

Aug. 8   Summer at the Seminary Young Adult Event

Sept. 17   Rector’s Classic Golf Outing and Dinner

Academic Calendar
April 4-13   Holy Week/Easter Break

April 12   Easter Sunday

April 27-May 1   Final exams

May 1   Spring Semester ends

June 8-July 17   Summer Session for  
STL Program and Liturgical Institute begins

Aug. 17-22   Seminary Orientation Week

Aug. 24-29   Seminarian Retreat

Aug. 31   Fall Semester Begins

For more information about these and other 
upcoming events, visit usml.edu/events.
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 Faculty Member Speaks on Philosophy 
Training at Conference

Dr. Patricia Pintado, Ph.D., assistant professor of philoso-
phy, delivered a paper entitled, “Seminary Philosophy Training 
in a Secular Age” at the Festschrift Conference, honoring the 
work of Sister Mary Prudence Allen, RSM (Saginaw, Nov. 7-9, 
2019). The conference was organized to celebrate the comple-
tion of Sister Prudence’s three-volume masterwork, The Concept 
of Woman. Dr. Pintado was research assistant for her while she 
was working on her second volume of The Concept of Woman. 

 March For Life
Thirty-two seminarians traveled to Washington, D.C., for the 

2020 March for Life Jan. 23-24. The time filled our seminar-
ians with a profound awareness and desire to support human life 
at every stage. They participated in the Vigil Mass for Life at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. At 
the march itself, seminarians joined thousands and thousands 
of men and women in a procession from 12th Street on the Na-
tional Mall to Constitution Avenue, proudly carrying a Munde-
lein Seminary banner to represent their fellow seminarians and 
alumni priests.

MundeLines



Michael Bruni
Michael is a partner at Hub Philanthropic 

Solutions, a non-profit providing organiza-
tions with full-service business consulting.  
He has helped his Chicago clients, such as 
Old St. Patrick’s, Misericordia, Make-A-Wish 
Foundation, Franciscan St. James Health 
and UCAN raise more than $900 million.

Meredith and  
Peter Madden

Meredith is the CEO of 
NORDAM, an aerospace 
company, and is on the 
Board of Directors for 
SkyWest Airlines, the larg-
est regional airline in the 

United States, and the Smithsonian Air & Space Museum in 
Washington D.C.  Pete is a physician in the intensive care unit at 
St. John Medical Center, a Catholic hospital in Tulsa. Meredith 
and Peter both attended the University of Notre Dame, where 
they met at a St. Patrick’s Day dance.  During Pete’s childhood, 
he came to Mundelein one week a summer to visit his uncle 
Monsignor Canary, a former rector.  They feel a strong bond to 
the mission and are honored to serve on the Board.

 
Amy McEssy Davidson

Amy is a real estate broker with Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services and has a back-
ground in interior design.  She has served 
on the Northwestern Lake Forest Hospital 
Women’s Board since 2008, co-chairing the 
2015 annual gala, holiday boutique, and 
various other functions. Amy enthusiasti-

cally carries on her family’s legacy and passionate commitment 
to Mundelein through her advancement experience and com-
munity service involvement.
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Keep up with your  
future parish priests.
 
Sign up to receive the Mundelein  
Seminary newsletter.
 
www.usml.edu/newsletter

Mundelein Seminary  
Welcomes New Board Members

 New Seminary Podcast
Mundelein Seminary recently launched 

“Formation,” a new podcast that provides a 
glimpse into life at the seminary. The podcast 
features stories and experiences of current 
seminarians as well as alumni priests engaged 
in ministry across the country. Two third-year 
seminarians are posting new episodes direct from their Holy Land 
Study-Pilgrimage. The podcast also features recordings of homi-
lies and reflections from Mundelein Seminary Rector Father John 
Kartje. You can subscribe to the podcast on most podcast apps or 
visit formation.show to listen online.

 Winter Clothing Drive
Mundelein seminarians, faculty and staff partnered with local 

parishes and organizations to collect, sort and distribute 84 bags 
of winter clothing. The clothing drive supported poor, home-
less and marginalized communities throughout the Chicago area. 
In total, about 175 men, women and children received critically 
needed clothing to see them through the harsh winter months.
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