
 

Between Comfort and Panic 
Life at the Boundaries: A Tale of Four Gardens 

 

 

Genesis: Resistance is Futile Attractive 

The LORD God gave the man this order: You are free to eat from any of the trees of the garden except the tree 

of knowledge of good and evil. From that tree you shall not eat; when you eat from it you shall die.  

The LORD God said: It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suited to him. (Gen 2:16-18) 

 

Now the snake was the most cunning of all the wild animals that the LORD God had made. He asked the 

woman, “Did God really say, ‘You shall not eat from any of the trees in the garden’?” The woman answered 

the snake: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; it is only about the fruit of the tree in the 

middle of the garden that God said, ‘You shall not eat it or even touch it, or else you will die.’ ” 

 

But the snake said to the woman: “You certainly will not die! God knows well that when you eat of it your eyes 

will be opened and you will be like gods, who know good and evil.” The woman saw that the tree was good for 

food and pleasing to the eyes, and the tree was desirable for gaining wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and 

ate it; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them 

were opened, and they knew that they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 

themselves.  (Gen 3:1-7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Temple Courtyard: Resistance is Safe 
While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the high priest’s maids came along. Seeing Peter warming 
himself, she looked intently at him and said, “You too were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” But he denied it saying, 
“I neither know nor understand what you are talking about.” So he went out into the outer court. [Then the 
cock crowed.] The maid saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” Once 
again he denied it. A little later the bystanders said to Peter once more, “Surely you are one of them; for you 
too are a Galilean.” He began to curse and to swear, “I do not know this man about whom you are talking.” 
And immediately a cock crowed a second time. Then Peter remembered the word that Jesus had said to him, 
“Before the cock crows twice you will deny me three times.” He broke down and wept. (Mark 14:66-72) 



 

Gethsemane: Resistance is Transformative 

Then they came to a place named Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took 

with him Peter, James, and John, and began to be troubled and distressed. Then he said to them, “My soul is 

sorrowful even to death. Remain here and keep watch.” He advanced a little and fell to the ground and prayed 

that if it were possible the hour might pass by him; he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible to you. Take 

this cup away from me, but not what I will but what you will.” (Mark 14:32-36) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Empty Tomb: Resistance Re-forms Identity 
On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark, 

and saw the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple 

whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they 

put him.” So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb….Then the disciples returned home. 

 

But Mary stayed outside the tomb weeping. And as she wept, she bent over into the tomb and saw two angels 

in white sitting there, one at the head and one at the feet where the body of Jesus had been. And they said to 

her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken my Lord, and I don’t know where 

they laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus there, but did not know it was Jesus. 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” She thought it was the 

gardener and said to him, “Sir, if you carried him away, tell me where you laid him, and I will take him.” Jesus 

said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni,” which means Teacher. Jesus said to 

her, “Stop holding on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I 

am going to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” Mary of Magdala went and announced to 

the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and what he told her. (John 20:1-18) 

 


