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Living on the Edge of Chaos: Session 4 
 

Throughout this guide, we include the scripture passages for convenience, but the reader is 
strongly urged to have his or her Bible at hand and to look up each passage in its full context. Visit 
usml.edu/chaos-resources to listen to each audio session. 
 
JOHN 21:15-19 
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,[a] “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” He 
said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He then said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, 
do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” He said to him, 
“Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love 
me?” Peter was distressed that he had said to him a third time, “Do you love me?” and 
he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” [Jesus] said to 
him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to 
dress yourself and go where you wanted; but when you grow old, you will stretch out 
your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to 
go.” 19 He said this signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when he 
had said this, he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 
REFLECT:  

- The transition between comfort and panic. 
 
Mark 1:16-20 
16 As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their 
nets into the sea; they were fishermen. 17 Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” 18 Then they abandoned their nets and followed him. 19 He 
walked along a little farther and saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. 
They too were in a boat mending their nets. 20 Then he called them. So they left their 
father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and followed him. 
 
REFLECT: 

- Peter is in a comfortable setting. Jesus calls him and invites him. Peter is leaving 
the familiar and entering into the unfamiliar.  

 
SPIRITUAL EXERCISE: 
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- Work your way through an entire gospel and focus on just one character. For 
example, pay attention to what Peter is experiencing throughout his journey with 
Jesus. 

MARK 8:27-33 
27 Now Jesus and his disciples set out for the villages of Caesarea Philippi. Along the way 
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 They said in reply, “John the 
Baptist, others Elijah, still others one of the prophets.” 29 And he asked them, “But who 
do you say that I am?” Peter said to him in reply, “You are the Messiah.” 30 Then he 
warned them not to tell anyone about him. 

31 He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and rise after three days. 32 He 
spoke this openly. Then Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 At this he 
turned around and, looking at his disciples, rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan. You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.” 

REFLECT: 
- Jesus forces Peter into a whole different worldview.  
- What kind of Messiah can this be? 
- As we encounter chaotic situations in our life, expect to see yourself in a new way. 
- One of the biggest lies: You and I are defined by our limitations. Instead, the 

Paschal Mystery says the ultimate sign of the limitation (the cross, the crucifixion, 
death) is not a brick wall, but a threshold.  

 
JOHN 13:4-9 
4 he rose from supper and took off his outer garments. He took a towel and tied it 
around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and dry them with the towel around his waist. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said 
to him, “Master, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered and said to him, 
“What I am doing, you do not understand now, but you will understand later.” 8 Peter 
said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “Unless I wash you, you 
will have no inheritance with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Master, then not only my 
feet, but my hands and head as well.” 
 
REFLECT:  

- Notice the language of thought. It is a process and it requires patience. 
- A dying to self. Peter is being forced to rethink his identity. 
- What is it we are being asked to let go of? 
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- And who is it perhaps that Jesus is asking to see ourselves as? 
 
 
ACTION: 

- Sit back patiently, and ask the question am I giving myself the freedom to allow a 
new self-understanding to emerge. Ask for that grace, assistance and aid from 
the Lord.  

- Help me see myself the way you see me.  
 
MARK 14:66-72 
66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the high priest’s maids came 
along. 67 Seeing Peter warming himself, she looked intently at him and said, “You too 
were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he denied it saying, “I neither know nor 
understand what you are talking about.” So he went out into the outer court. [Then the 
cock crowed.] 69 The maid saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, “This man 
is one of them.” 70 Once again he denied it. A little later the bystanders said to Peter 
once more, “Surely you are one of them; for you too are a Galilean.” 71 He began to 
curse and to swear, “I do not know this man about whom you are talking.” 72 And 
immediately a cock crowed a second time. Then Peter remembered the word that Jesus 
had said to him, “Before the cock crows twice you will deny me three times.” He broke 
down and wept. 
 
REFLECT: 

- It is difficult. It means leaving something behind. 
- Transition from denial in the face of fear to love. 

 
SPIRITUAL EXERCISE: 

- Lord, please give me the grace to see myself through this transition and chaotic 
moment. And to see myself the way you see me. 

- Read John 21 again. What is it you see now that you have not seen before? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you enjoyed this Bible Study, please consider making a gift to Mundelein Seminary at 
usml.edu/giving to support the seminarians discerning their call to serve as your future parish 
priests. We are grateful for your participation, generosity and prayers. 


