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Living on the Edge of Chaos: Session 2 
 

Throughout this guide, we include the scripture passages for convenience, but the reader is 
strongly urged to have his or her Bible at hand and to look up each passage in its full context. Visit 
usml.edu/chaos-resources to listen to each audio session. 

 
PSALM 137:1-9 
1 By the rivers of Babylon 
    there we sat weeping 
    when we remembered Zion. 
2 On the poplars in its midst 
    we hung up our harps. 
3 For there our captors asked us 
    for the words of a song; 
Our tormentors, for joy: 
    “Sing for us a song of Zion!” 
4 But how could we sing a song of the LORD 
    in a foreign land? 

II 
5 If I forget you, Jerusalem, 
    may my right hand forget. 
6 May my tongue stick to my palate 
    if I do not remember you, 
If I do not exalt Jerusalem 
    beyond all my delights. 

III 
7 Remember, LORD, against Edom 
    that day at Jerusalem. 
They said: “Level it, level it 
    down to its foundations!” 
8 Desolate Daughter Babylon, you shall be destroyed, 
    blessed the one who pays you back 
    what you have done us! 
9 Blessed the one who seizes your children 
    and smashes them against the rock. 
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PSALM 137:9 (TRANSLATION OF ROBERT ALTER) 
“Happy the one who seizes and smashes your infants against the rock.” 
 
REFLECT: 

- Could things have gone differently for the exiled Israelites in Babylon, and could 
things go differently for us? How did God come to be such a distant relation? 

DEUTERONOMY 6:10-19 
“10 When the LORD, your God, brings you into the land which he swore to your ancestors, 
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that he would give you, a land with fine, large cities that 
you did not build, 11 with houses full of goods of all sorts that you did not garner, with 
cisterns that you did not dig, with vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant; and 
when, therefore, you eat and are satisfied, 12 be careful not to forget the LORD, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, that house of slavery. 13 The LORD, your God, shall 
you fear; him shall you serve, and by his name shall you swear. 14 You shall not go after 
other gods, any of the gods of the surrounding peoples— 15 for the LORD, your God who 
is in your midst, is a passionate God—lest the anger of the LORD, your God, flare up 
against you and he destroy you from upon the land. 

16 You shall not put the LORD, your God, to the test, as you did at Massah. 17 But keep the 
commandments of the LORD, your God, and the decrees and the statutes he has 
commanded you. 18 Do what is right and good in the sight of the LORD, that it may go 
well with you, and you may enter in and possess the good land which 
the LORD promised on oath to your ancestors, 19 driving all your enemies out of your 
way, as the LORD has promised.” 

REFLECT: 
- To follow the covenant means to stay in strong communication (honest, open, 

transparent). 
 
JEREMIAH 3:20 
20 But like a woman faithless to her lover, 
    thus have you been faithless to me, 
    house of Israel—oracle of the LORD. 

JEREMIAH 3:1-2 
1 If a man divorces his wife 
    and she leaves him 
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    and then becomes the wife of another, 
Can she return to the first?  
    Would not this land be wholly defiled? 
But you have played the prostitute with many lovers, 
    and yet you would return to me!—oracle of the LORD. 
2 Raise your eyes to the heights, and look, 
    where have men not lain with you? 
Along the roadways you waited for them 
    like an Arabian in the wilderness. 
You defiled the land 
    by your wicked prostitution. 

REFLECT: 
- This is an example of neglecting God and forgetting about God when times are 

good.  
 
SPIRITUAL EXERCISE: In times of crisis, think back to the better times before the troubles 
began. Ask yourself where was God in my life then? Maybe I wasn’t aware? It is never 
too late to revisit those times. Ask the Lord to show you his presence then. 

JEREMIAH 7:1-7 
1 The word came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 Stand at the gate of the house of 
the LORD and proclaim this message there: Hear the word of the LORD, all you of Judah 
who enter these gates to worship the LORD! 3 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of 
Israel: Reform your ways and your deeds so that I may dwell with you in this place. 4 Do 
not put your trust in these deceptive words: “The temple of the LORD! The temple of 
the LORD! The temple of the LORD!” 5 Only if you thoroughly reform your ways and your 
deeds; if each of you deals justly with your neighbor; 6 if you no longer oppress the 
alien, the orphan, and the widow; if you no longer shed innocent blood in this place or 
follow after other gods to your own harm, 7 only then will I let you continue to dwell in 
this place, in the land I gave your ancestors long ago and forever. 

REFLECT: 
- Do I take God’s presence for granted?  
- Are there certain practices or devotions (e.g., daily Mass attendance, praying the 

Rosary regularly), which represent for me a kind of script that I have written that I 
am expecting God to follow? Am I faithful to that new covenant in Jesus Christ or 
am I only paying lip service to it, as I rest comfortably in my own manipulation of 
God’s desired relationship with me? 
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- Redemption begins, as it always does, with the Lord’s refusal to forget us. 
Regardless of how much we may have forgotten him. 

ISAIAH 49:13-16 
13 Sing out, heavens, and rejoice, earth, 
    break forth into song, you mountains, 
For the LORD comforts his people 
    and shows mercy to his afflicted. 
14 But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me; 
    my Lord has forgotten me.” 
15 Can a mother forget her infant, 
    be without tenderness for the child of her womb? 
Even should she forget, 
    I will never forget you. 
16 See, upon the palms of my hands I have engraved you;  
    your walls are ever before me. 
 
EZEKIEL 37:12-14 
12 Therefore, prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord GOD: Look! I am going to 
open your graves; I will make you come up out of your graves, my people, and bring 
you back to the land of Israel. 13 You shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your 
graves and make you come up out of them, my people! 14 I will put my spirit in you that 
you may come to life, and I will settle you in your land. Then you shall know that I am 
the LORD. I have spoken; I will do it—oracle of the LORD. 
 
JEREMIAH 31:31-34 
31 See, days are coming—oracle of the LORD—when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant I made with 
their ancestors the day I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. 
They broke my covenant, though I was their master—oracle of the LORD. 33 But this is the 
covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those days—oracle of the LORD. I will 
place my law within them, and write it upon their hearts; I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. 34 They will no longer teach their friends and relatives, “Know 
the LORD!” Everyone, from least to greatest, shall know me—oracle of the LORD—for I will 
forgive their iniquity and no longer remember their sin. 
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REFLECT: 
- When we are ready to reach out, God is always delighted to receive us. 
- What kind of prayer is best suited to reconnecting with God in the midst of crisis? 

(Go back to Psalm 137)  
- Prayer must reflect what is actually in one’s heart and mind.  
- Prayer that honestly releases the heart’s emotions is the only way to expose any 

lies or deceptions that might have grown roots in our heart, due to our 
manipulation of what we have falsely perceived to be God’s true relationship with 
us. 

 
MORE READING: 

- EZEKIEL 37:1-14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you enjoyed this Bible Study, please consider making a gift to Mundelein Seminary at 
usml.edu/giving to support the seminarians discerning their call to serve as your future parish 
priests. We are grateful for your participation, generosity and prayers. 


