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MOST REVEREND 
DAVID 
WALKOWIAK  

is the 12th bishop 
of the Catholic 
Diocese of  
Grand Rapids.
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BISHOP

Confronting racism  
begins within

THE SUBURBAN PARISH SCHOOL where I was a pastor in Ohio for many years had a practice of exchanging 
visits near the end of the school year with an African-American parish school in the city of Cleveland. One 
year, our students from Saint Joan of Arc in Chagrin Falls would get on a bus and spend the day at Saint 
Thomas Aquinas in Cleveland, and the next year Saint Thomas students would get on a bus and come to 
Saint Joan of Arc. The day was filled with sports and other fun activities.

One year, as the students prepared to 
play some athletic games, both school 
teams came out wearing blue uniforms. 
A very young girl from Saint Joan of 
Arc came up to the principal with a 
worried look on her face. She said, 
“Both teams are wearing blue uniforms. 
How are we going to be able to tell 
who is on our team?”

That young student was colorblind. 
Racial discrimination is not colorblind. 
It is a learned behavior. As we grow up, 
we pick up certain cues – verbal and 
nonverbal – that shape our behaviors 
and attitudes. Anything that is different 
can lead to curiosity, understanding and acceptance. 
This is the innocence of childhood. But something 
that is different can also lead to feelings of superiori-
ty, discomfort, suspicion – and even hatred. We learn 
as we grow.

Pope Francis expressed his concern about the so-
cial unrest in the United States that was ignited by 
the tragic deaths of Ahmaud Arbery in Georgia and 
George Floyd in Minneapolis earlier this year. In a 
message to the people of the United States, the pope 
said, “My friends, we cannot tolerate or turn a blind 
eye to racism and exclusion in any form and yet claim 
to defend the sacredness of every human life.” Every 
human being is a unique and unrepeatable gift from 
God. When God looks at us, He sees beyond the color 
of our skin, the countries where we came from, or the 
language that we speak. God sees only His beloved 
children, made in His image and likeness.

That’s why acts of racism and attitudes of prejudice 
are sinful. They reveal a failure to acknowledge the 

dignity of persons who are subject to 
such treatment. They reveal a failure to 
see in each one of them the neighbor 
that Christ calls us to love.

What can we do? We can express 
our commitment to racial equality in 
the voting booth. We can study party 
platforms and candidates’ positions 
and support those who seem the most 
committed to combating institutional-
ized forms of discrimination in housing, 
redlining, hiring and educational  
opportunities.

We must also look within ourselves. 
We may find that prejudice is influenc-

ing our thoughts and actions, even subconsciously. 
It may be painful to acknowledge that our thoughts, 
words and actions are springing from a prejudicial 
root. But this is where a heartfelt examination of 
conscience plays a role. It starts with a conversion 
of heart. Our willingness to allow God to change our 
hearts is the biggest contribution we can make. I urge 
each person to consider the dignity of others when 
encountering jokes, conversations, complaints and 
attitudes that reveal racial prejudice. The family, the 
“school of love,” is the most important classroom in 
which these lessons can be taught.

Let’s think about what’s been happening across our 
country these past few months. If we believe that ev-
ery person is made in God’s image, loved by God, and 
precious in His sight, we cannot remain indifferent to 
the ongoing existence of racism and its effects. Let’s 
do our part. May we contribute to the building up of 
God’s kingdom of justice, love and peace, beginning 
with ourselves. 

Our willingness 

to allow God to 

change our hearts 

is the biggest 

contribution we 

can make.”

LEARN MORE:
USCCB.ORG/ISSUES-
AND-ACTION/HUMAN-
LIFE-AND-DIGNITY/
RACISM/INDEX.CFM
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G R AT I T U D E 

The premise of the song suggests that we can be 
too focused on our vision for how a prayer should be 
answered. So, with each encore appearance, I stop and 
notice which prayerful outcomes I need to let go. 

This past May, I was humming this song as I walked 
the streets of my neighborhood. I pon-
dered what I needed to notice. I was 
delighted to realize that the answer to 
my Lenten prayer request had come 
to life in the most unexpected way. 

Entering Lent, I asked God to make 
me fall more in love with the Catholic 
Church. I could feel the weight of the 
“culture wars” and polarization dulling 
my passion for the Church. I decided I 
would practice a devotion-driven Lent 
to renew my zeal, taking part in daily 
and weekly prayer practices such as 
Stations of the Cross, reconciliation 
and Mass. However, my plan for Lent-
en devotions came to an abrupt halt on March 17 when 
public Masses were suspended because of the corona-
virus pandemic. 

During my walk that day, as I began mounting the 
large slab stepstones leading to St. Isidore Catholic 
Church, I realized that God had indeed granted my 
Lenten prayer request. Ironically, the prayer was not 
granted by participating more; it was granted in my 
participating less. 

Walking into the quiet church to offer an afternoon 
prayer, I recognized that she stands as the beating 
heart of my neighborhood. She looms as a sentinel 

over a neighborhood that was scared, confused, angry, 
playful, kind and generous. She received into her open 
embrace all of us who wandered in looking for a sense 
of comfort and constancy. So much seemed to be miss-
ing – Mass, community, sacraments – yet, I felt so full of 

love and devotion.
I was reminded of the words of the 

Second Vatican Council’s Sacred Con-
stitution on the Liturgy: “… the liturgy 
is the summit toward which the activity 
of the Church is directed; at the same 
time it is the font from which all her 
power flows.” (10) In other words, the 
Eucharist is the source and summit of 
Christian life.

As we prepared to return to Mass 
at the end of May, it had been nearly 
three months since most of us had 
received the Eucharist. During that 
time, the words of spiritual commu-

nion I have prayed during Mass every week since I was 
8 years old sustained me: “My Lord and my God, come 
into my mind, into my heart, into my soul, into my life.” 

Over the course of these past several months, the Eu-
charist’s power as the source of my daily living has not 
been diminished. That power is not relegated to tem-
poral timing. That power is a grace and a gift. It is the 
source which sustains each step on my road to Sunday, 
whether it winds up the aisle to the altar, down a neigh-
borhood street, or to my living room TV. Once again I 
thank God for “unanswered” prayers: the Church’s pro-
found loving presence in a time of absence. 

So much seemed to 

be missing – Mass, 

community, sacraments 

– yet, I felt so full of 

love and devotion.”

ON THE ROAD 
TO SUNDAY

CAMI MANN  

is a spiritual 
director, writer 

and public 
speaker. She and 

her husband, 
Mark, are Secular 

Franciscans. 
Contact her at 
cmann1897@

gmail.com.

DO YOU EVER MINDLESSLY HUM OR SING THE LYRICS OF A SONG? For me, that song is often 
Unanswered Prayers: “Sometimes I thank God for unanswered prayers. Remember when you're talkin’ to the 
man upstairs, just because he doesn’t answer doesn’t mean he don’t care. ’Cause some of God’s greatest gifts 
are unanswered prayers.” I used to think its appearance was a random event, but the deeper into the terrain 
of my road to Sunday I travel, the more I realize the lyrics are prayerful promptings inviting me to notice what 
is going on in me and around me.

YOUR LIFE

‘UNANSWERED’ 
PRAYERS
FOR 
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Is it worth risking death or serious illness 
to visit your grandchildren? Look at it this 
way: Every time you drive your car, you 
risk losing your life. Likewise with riding a 

motorcycle, skydiving or swimming with sharks. The ques-
tions to ask before engaging in such activities are: What are 
the actual risks, how willing am I to take them on, and, most 
importantly, how willing are we as a couple to take them on?

To determine the actual risks of 
visiting your grandchildren, the 
best place to start is with your re-
spective physicians. They will prob-
ably understand better not only the 
risks and related safety measures of 
the virus in general, but especially 
your own particular vulnerabilities.

Next, let’s assume there is indeed 
some added risk that by visiting your 
grandchildren one or both of you will 
contract the virus. Let’s also assume 
that one of you is comfortable with 
that added risk and the other is not. 
And so you ask: How willing are we 
as a couple to take on that risk?

Dave, if this was only about you 
and your life, then it would be fine 
to go for it. But you are not just an 
“I,” you are also part of a “we.” You 
and Sue are joined in a “one flesh” 
(Mt 19:5-6) union, which means your 
life also belongs to her. This like-
wise means that if there is some ra-
tional basis (i.e., it’s not just reflex-
ive timidity) for her fears over you 
losing your life, and perhaps taking 
hers as well, then you must honor 
and adjust to them.

However, Sue, just as Dave must 
be willing to adjust to your fear-
fulness, so must you be willing to 

adjust to his fearlessness. If there is 
some rational basis (i.e., it’s not just 
foolhardiness) supporting his will-
ingness to go, then you, too, must 
consider this decision not just as an 
“I” but also as a “we.” 

Look for a reasonable compro-
mise that would call Sue to take on 
a bit more risk and Dave a bit less. 
For example, maybe both of you 
make the visit, but you wear masks 
and social distance the entire time. 
Or maybe Dave goes alone, but 
agrees not only to these same safety 
measures, but also to self-quaran-
tine upon his return. 

WHAT DO 
THEY DO?

HE SAYS:  
I think we should take 
the chance and visit 
our grandchildren.

SHE SAYS:  
I’m not really willing 
to take a chance on 
COVID-19 to do it. 

MARRIAGE 
MATTERS

STEVE AND BRIDGET PATTON

 hold master’s degrees in theology and 
counseling and serve as family life ministers  
in the Diocese of Sacramento.

What are the 
actual risks, 
how willing 
am I to take 
them on, 
and, most 
importantly, 
how willing 
are we as a 
couple to take 
them on?”
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“I will never take going to church for 
granted again,” I have heard people say. How 
much more have we longed for the Eucha-
rist in these recent times! And how much 
more deeply have we prayed: for our health 
and our jobs; for our freedoms and our 
education. Being forced to slow down and 
isolate has provided many the “unexpected 
blessing” of a renewed sense of priority in 
their spiritual lives. It is in this very context 
that the life and wisdom of a person such as 
St. Clare come sharply into focus.

Clare of Assisi was not forced into iso-
lation; she chose it. She did not have her 
wealth taken from her; she willingly aban-
doned it. For St. Clare, the opportunity to 
shed worldly wants and comforts and to 
live in cloistered solitude was a decision 
that she knew would give her more time 
to commit her every thought and action 
toward her Lord, Jesus. August is the 
month of her feast day (the 11th), and as 
we emerge this summer from our imposed 
lockdowns, it would be good to try to hold 
fast to the “unexpected blessings” of the 
restrictions we have endured. Perhaps, like 
St. Clare, we can sustain our longing for 
the Eucharist and be more determined to 
not let worldly and social distractions di-
vert our gaze from our Savior.

When we were in Assisi, we visited the 
home and cloister of St. Clare. It was a pow-
erful pilgrimage experience. We learned the 
story of when the pope had met Clare in 
person. She invited him to stay for a sim-
ple lunch and asked him to bless the stale 
pieces of bread on the table. The pope, in 
turn, asked her to bless them, and she did. 
It is said that a physical marking of a cross 
appeared on the top of each piece of bread, 
indicating her blessing was beautiful and 
pleasing in the eyes of the Lord. 

This little story seems symbolic. Just as 
dry, stale bread can become blessed and 
pleasing to God, so can dry periods in our 
lives, if we use them to bring ourselves 
to him. We don’t know the type of bread 
that St. Clare had blessed. But in Umbria, 
where Assisi is located, they make a won-
derful flatbread that dates back to the Ro-
man age. Traditionally made on a flat stone 
(testo) over hot embers, it can be prepared 
on an outdoor grill on a warm summer 
day. As we emerge from our isolation to 
spend more time with our loved ones, I 
recommend this flatbread in honor of St. 
Clare. And let us pray for her intercession 
as we focus on the blessings we may have 
found through the trying times of these 
past months. 

MICHELLE 
DIFRANCO  
is a designer and 
the busy mom of 
three children.
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G R I L L  U M B R I A N 
F L A T B R E A D  I N 

H E R  H O N O R

St. Clare 
of Assisi 

W e’ve all  grown weary of 
the situation. We’ve been 

locked inside our homes. We’ve 
been separated from the ones we 
love. Our savings have taken a hit . 
In the year 2020, these describe a 
great,  unwelcome affl iction. But 
in the early 13th century, they 
describe the will ing choices of an 
obedient saint,  Clare of Assisi .

2020 will be, for many, perhaps the most diffi-
cult year of their lives. With hardships of varying 
measure, people across this country and around 
the world have truly suffered. One of the greatest 
hardships was the emotional and spiritual effects 
of isolation. And for faithful Catholics, that has 
meant a separation from the life-giving and es-
sential sacraments of our faith – in particular, the 
holy Eucharist. But in these moments, we also 
have been given an opportunity. We have been 
forced to slow down and contemplate the deeper 
foundational elements of our lives.  

F I N D I N G 
‘ U N E X P E C T E D  
B L E S S I N G S ’ 
W I T H  

CULTURE
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PARENTING

Hooray for summer! Ice cream, swimming pools and 

bike rides are familiar activities on the summer to-do list, but most 

things will look a little different this summer. And since there may be 

no Vacation Bible School (VBS) at your parish, why not try an at-home 

VBS with your children on the all-important sacraments of initiation? As 

Catholics, we realize that the sacraments are the greatest source of all 

that is good. And during this crazy time, our children need truth, hope 

and grace more than ever. 

  Day 1. Baptism – the grace and hope begin 
here! Baptism is about forgiveness, holy water, the 
light of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. Kids 
need to know that Christ’s light dispels darkness and 
fear. Show your kids their candle, outfit and baptism 
photos, then talk about that special day. Have a family 
dinner with white cake for dessert to commemorate 
everyone’s baptismal date. Put these dates on the cal-
endar so you can celebrate them throughout the year.

Then, make a trip to church and look at the baptis-
mal font up close and renew your baptismal promises 
together. (You can find them here: tinyurl.com/baptis-
malpromises.) Blessing ourselves and our children with 
holy water is a powerful practice. Decorate a clean 
glass or plastic container with baptism symbols and fill 
it with holy water while you’re visiting the church.  

  Day 2. Eucharist – the source and summit of our faith. 
Celebrate the real presence of Jesus. Go to Mass, eucharistic adoration 
or simply sit together in quiet prayer as a family before the tabernacle. 
Before you go, read and talk about Chapter 6 of John’s Gospel. Spread a 
tablecloth on the floor and have dinner together reading the story of the 
Last Supper from Matthew 26 or Luke 22. You might even want to add 
some of the foods Jesus and his disciples would have shared that night, 
like lamb, bitter herbs (horseradish) and pita bread. 

  Day 3. Confirmation – come Holy Spirit. The presence 
of the Holy Spirit is fully manifested in this sacrament; what began at 
baptism is made complete. The fruits and gifts of the Holy Spirit help 
us grow in holiness. Read about the fruits of the Holy Spirit in Galatians 
5:22-23. Have each child choose one fruit of the Spirit they think could 
help them grow in holiness, and write a little prayer to the Holy Spirit 
asking for an outpouring of that fruit of the Spirit. Since the Holy Spirit 
is our advocate or helper, plan a project to help someone in your parish, 
neighborhood or family. It can be anything from lawn work to lemonade, 
or simply brightening up the day of a lonely neighbor. 

SHERI WOHLFERT

is a Catholic 
school teacher, 
speaker, writer 
and founder of 

Joyful Words 
Ministries. Sheri 

blogs at www.
joyfulwords.org

U M B R I A N  F L AT B R E A D

3 cups flour
1 teaspoon active dry yeast
1 ¼ teaspoons salt
1 ¼ cups lukewarm water
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil

In a stand mixer (using the dough hook), 
combine the flour, yeast, salt, water and oil. 
Continue to knead on a lower speed for about 
5 minutes or until smooth and elastic. Remove 
dough and shape into a ball. Place in a metal 
bowl, and cover with a warm, damp cloth. Let 
it sit in a warm, draft-free area for about an 
hour and a half or until doubled in size. 

Prepare a gas or charcoal grill, and pre-
heat a large cast-iron skillet (for about 10-12 
minutes). 

Punch down the dough, and divide into 2 
pieces. Using a rolling pin, flatten each piece 
of dough into ½-inch thick circles (about 12” 
wide). Lightly prick one side all over with a fork. 

Grill one flattened disk at a time. Place the 
hole side down, and cook for 3-5 minutes 
until dough starts to bubble or bottom is light 
golden brown (check with spatula). Flip and 
gently poke more holes (on other side) and 
continue grilling until golden brown (about 
5-7 minutes). Fill with your choice of meats, 
cheeses and vegetables, or cut into wedges 
and serve with a favorite dip! We enjoy ours 
with prosciutto, sliced tomatoes, mozzarella 
cheese and basil.  

NOTE:  A nonstick pan on a stovetop with 
medium-high heat can also be used.  

At-home Vacation 

Bible  

School

At-home Vacation 

Bible  

School
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Thank you for your question. I’ll try to 
give you some ideas of what priests do – 
and keep in mind that some of this looks 
a bit different during a pandemic! 

First, a priest prays. This has to be an absolutely 
nonnegotiable part of his day. Prayer is oxygen for the 
soul. And when you get a priest who isn’t praying, it’s 
going to have negative effects all through the Church. 
So a priest prays privately. He also prays publicly. The 
priest prays Mass every day. That’s the reason we’re 
priests. Everything else is secondary to the Eucharist.

When you think about Sunday Mass, you may 
not realize how much preparation goes into it. For 
example, I spend between three to five hours a week 
on my Sunday homily. That’s really important. And 
if you’ve sat through bad homilies or incredibly long 
ones, you know exactly why I think it’s so critical to 
put in the time. The more preparation a priest puts 
into his homily, the less tempted he’ll be to get up and 
simply talk for 20 or 30 minutes. When we work on 
our homilies, we need to remember that we’re talking 
to people who range in age from infants to 100-year-
olds. We’re talking to people who are rich and people 
who are poor, people who are sick and people who are 

healthy. This is why homily prep takes so long; you 
want to make sure you’re speaking to as many people 
as you can. 

And then there are the sacraments. Every time you 
see a marriage, the priest has done about six to 10 
hours of work with that couple to prepare them for the 
sacrament of matrimony. Whenever you see a funer-
al, a priest has spent time with the family to console 
them, to plan the funeral and to work on the homily 
for the Mass of Christian Burial. Whenever you see a 
baptism – you see someone who needed instruction 
before receiving it, or needed preparation to have their 
child baptized. For every sacrament, you see hours of 
time spent by a priest.

Of course, hours of time each week are also spent on 
the sacrament of reconciliation – hearing confessions 
and praying for those penitents.

Other things the priest does include emergency 
calls, hospital visits and nursing home visits. We try to 
make sure we’re there when people are dying. We try 
to make sure that people who are alone get visits. This 
is a meaningful part of a priest’s life.

Priests also help people in crises besides illnesses. 
Someone going through a divorce often needs spiritual 

A

Dear Father Joe: What does a priest’s day or week look like? What does 
a priest do? My priest always seems busy, and I’m not quite sure why.Q

What does a priest 

do all day?
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FATHER  
JOE KRUPP

is a former 
comedy writer 
who is now a 
Catholic priest.

 @Joeinblack

IN THE  
KNOW WITH 
FATHER JOE

YOUR FAITH

FAITH CATHOLIC/MATT WATTERS
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SAINT OF  
THE MONTH

Blessed Pier  
Giorgio Frassati
Feast Day: July 4

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati has been described 
as an ordinary young man with an extraordinary 

faith. However, biographies depict the avid mountain 
climber, athlete and socially active youth as one of 
those extraordinary people whose passionate love of 
life attracts and inspires others. The love of God was 
the force that magnified these charismatic qualities in 
Pier Giorgio. In the words of St. John Paul II: “Faith and 
charity … transformed him into a joyful, enthusiastic 
apostle of Christ, a passionate follower of His message 
and charity.” 

Pier Giorgio, who was born in Turin, Italy, in 1901, 
expressed concern for the poor from an early age. 
He often gave his coats to the homeless and bought 
clothing at pawn shops to return to families forced 
to pawn it. His compassion grew as his love for God 
deepened – nourished by prayer, studying Scripture and 
the writings of St. Catherine of Siena, and, especially, by 
attending daily Mass. As he once said: “Jesus pays me a 
visit every morning in holy Communion, and I return the 
visit in the meager way I know how, visiting the poor.”

Pier Giorgio believed helping the poor required 
reform based on the Church’s social teaching. He 
became a social and political activist and joined 
Catholic student organizations. He helped organize the 
first convention of Pax Romana in 1921, an association 
whose goal was to unite Catholic students around 
the world to work for peace. His passion and sincerity 
inspired other young people to join him in promoting 
reform and opposing fascism.

Pier Giorgio died on July 4, 1925, after contracting 
polio just weeks earlier. His final act was scribbling a note 
to a friend to ensure that medicine would be taken to 
someone he had been helping. Thousands of the poor of 
Turin lined the streets to mourn him and petitioned for 
his canonization in 1932, just seven years after his death. 

In 1989, St. John Paul II visited his tomb in Italy and 
said: “I wanted to pay homage to a young man who was 
able to witness to Christ with singular effectiveness in 
this century of ours.” Pier Giorgio was beatified in St. 
Peter’s Square in Rome in 1990. 

We try 
to make 

sure that 
people who 

are alone 
get visits. 

This is a 
meaningful 

part of a 
priest’s  

life.

counsel, and sometimes assistance filing paperwork for 
a decree of nullity. A big part of a priest’s life is meeting 
with people who are hurting, meeting with people 
who need wisdom and comfort and prayer.

There are also a lot of administrative duties. There 
are usually staff members at a parish, and it can be 
tough sometimes to get everybody on the same page 
and pointed in the same direction. We’re meeting with 
employees and giving them guidance or comforting 
them, or listening to them or listening to their ideas. 
We also have meetings – many, many meetings. There 
are the various councils: finance council, pastoral 
council, liturgy commission, etc. Whenever a council 
has a meeting, it’s more than likely that your priest has 
to be there. If they meet without him, he usually ends 
up with a to-do list. If the priest has more than one 
parish, you double or triple that.

Does the parish have a school? If so, there will 
always be a parent who is upset 
or hurt about something and 
we need to talk to them. We 
go into classes and teach kids, 
or walk through the halls. And 
then, of course, we have more 
meetings about the school – 
such as finance and tuition. 

Also, your priest is probably 
serving on one to three diocesan 
committees. There aren’t a lot of 
us to go around, so everybody 
gets tapped at some point.

Somewhere in there, a priest 
has to make time for his family. 
He has friends. And theoretically, 
he’s going to get to spend some 
time with them. Because time 
with the people whom we love 
is as important to us as to any 
person – we need that to keep us 
better able to serve our parishes.

Then there are the pop-ins. I don’t know what else 
to call them; they are all those parish events that we 
need to pop into. There might be a Bible study, which 
involves prep work. And then there’s the actual Bible 
study itself.

Once a year, there’s the convocation! That’s fun! 
That’s a great blessing to get together with your brother 
priests and pray.

Of course, in the midst of a pandemic, there are a 
host of other things – meetings about how to handle 
social distancing at Mass, Facebook catechesis, eucha-
ristic processions through neighborhoods, and figuring 
out how to sanitize a church between every Mass. 
We’re figuring all of this stuff out as we go.

After all that, we do get, theoretically, a vacation. 
That’s time to recharge the batteries and get ready to 
plunge into all of it again! 
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Faith and 
fender benders

A priest reflects on his first year

I found this out very early. Five 
days after ordination as a priest,  
I was rear-ended in traffic. No one 
was hurt, but that was the last day 
for my car. When I introduced my-
self to the other driver, I almost for-
got my name was now Father Rob. 

The other driver, old enough to 
be my father, was extremely apolo-
getic and worried about the conse-
quences of this accident. Awaiting 
a tow truck, we chatted about the 
weather. He looked at my black 
clothes and asked if I was really a 
Catholic priest. 

I told him I was (though I could 
barely believe it myself), and he 
did not hide his shock at hearing 
that I had been a priest only five 
days. He started to talk about how 
he was Catholic, though did not go 
to Mass, that he had been an altar 
server when he was younger, and 
that he had even wanted to be a 
priest once. He talked about how  
he carried around a lot of anger 
now, especially anger toward God.

I do not know how I appeared 
to him, maybe cool and collected, 
maybe not. On the inside I was ner-
vously thinking, “This guy is talking 
to me like I’m a priest. We just got 
in an accident and now we are 
talking about his relationship with 
God. What do priests do in situa-
tions like this?” 

I have seen 

God work 

powerfully 

in people’s 

lives over 

and over 

without 

much help 

from me.”

IN THE SPIRIT

FATHER ROB 
MULDERINK  

is parochial vicar 
of the Basilica of 
St. Adalbert-St. 
James and St. 

Mary parishes.

esus is working in 
the world, intensely, 

quietly, mysteriously, 
wonderfully. Priesthood is 
surrendering to Jesus. It is 
not about clever strategies 
or even hard work, and to 
say even that priesthood is 
about accomplishing what 
God wants implies too 
much separation. I have 
experienced an intimate 
participation in someone 
else’s work. Priesthood is 
surrendering and stepping 
into the continuing, 
mysterious work of Jesus.

Something important was hap-
pening for this guy that was clear 
from the depth of his sharing.  
I do not know what was happening 
in his heart, or what I was a part 
of, but I do know that Jesus has 
worked in a hidden way for years to 
heal his relationship with God. I also 
know that Jesus has done stranger 
things than use a fender bender to 
reach someone with his love. 

Maybe that guy will read this,  
or maybe not. When we die and 
everything is revealed, we will know 
exactly what Jesus did that day.  
But for now, I cannot know what 
was happening beneath the surface, 
what God was doing in that brief 
interaction. Pretty much every day 
as a priest has been like that: sur-
prise meetings, a person’s pain and 
hope, God’s desire to heal and save, 
and my ignorance and foolishness 
standing in the middle. I have got-
ten used to the feeling that comes 
when you realize you have no idea 
what to do in a certain situation, 

because I have seen God work pow-
erfully in people’s lives over and 
over without much help from me. 

Being in over my head is now 
quite comfortable. When there are 
important and unplanned conver-
sations in homes, hospitals, airports 
or Meijer, the hesitation I used to 
feel is gone. Rather than fear, I am 
eager to see what the Lord will do. 
Praise God for his mysterious, won-
derful work. 

THREE UNEXPECTED 
EXPERIENCES:

•  Watching the mixture of fear (because 
I might sit next to them) and relief 
(because God wouldn’t let a plane 
with a priest on it crash) in people’s 
faces when I boarded a plane.

•  Connecting with a Goth kid over our 
shared commitment to black clothing.

•  Relishing someone’s confusion when 
they find out I am a priest and celibate 
and happy all at the same time.

J
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onfirmation is not graduation. The indelible spiritual mark imprinted on the soul of the newly 
confirmed signifies so much more than a merit badge or certificate of completion. Through 

confirmation, the grace received at baptism is increased and deepened to empower us to grow in our 
faith and go out and share it! 

SPIRITUAL 
FITNESS

PETE BURAK  
is the director of 
i.d.9:16. He has a 
master’s degree in 
theology, and is a 
frequent speaker 
at events for 
youth and young 
adults.
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Don’t take my word for it; allow 
me to quote heavily from the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church:
•   “[Confirmation] roots us more 

deeply in the divine filiation 
which makes us cry, ‘Abba! 
Father!’

•   It unites us more firmly to Christ
•   It increases the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit in us
•   It renders our bond with the 

Church more perfect
•   It gives us a special strength 

of the Holy Spirit to spread 
and defend the faith by word 
and action as true witnesses of 
Christ, to confess the name of 
Christ boldly, and never to be 
ashamed of the Cross.” (1303)

Two major things hold us back 
from experiencing what is de-
scribed above: 1) We don’t know 
this power is accessible to us; and 
2) We don’t say yes to it. 

What if we spent time every day 
crying, “Abba! Father!”? What if we 
rejected sin and temptation and, 
instead, consciously chose Jesus? 
What if we intentionally asked for 
the gifts of the Spirit to be activated 
in our lives and, better yet, believed 
they’ve already been given? What 
if we chose to embrace the Church 
in all her glory and brokenness 
and fought to see her healthy and 
whole? What if we believed that 
we had the power to bear witness 
to Christ’s love and to not blush 

at his name or teachings? Friends, 
confirmation, like baptism and the 
Eucharist, can change everything. 
One final word from the catechism: 
“By Confirmation Christians, that is, 
those who are anointed, share more 
completely in the mission of Jesus 
Christ and the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit with which he is filled, so that 
their lives may give off ‘the aroma of 
Christ.’” (1294) The chrism oil used 
in confirmation emits a unique and 
delightful fragrance. May we grow 
and go through the grace of this 
sacrament, so even when the chrism 
wears off, people can smell us comin’ 
a mile away. 

The grace of confirmation  
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 SPECIAL REPORT: 

RACISM  
What does  
the Church 

have to say?
Recent events have reignited 

national protests in the United 

States. The death of George Floyd 

under the knee of a police officer 

has sparked a response in cities 

across the country; sadly, some 

of those protests have devolved 

into riots and lootings. George 

Floyd’s death follows several years 

of similar incidents – the deaths of 

other African American people at 

the hands of police – in Missouri, 

Ohio, New York, Florida, Minnesota 

and elsewhere. 

 STATEMENT OF THE U.S. BISHOPS ON  
 THE DEATH OF GEORGE FLOYD 

•  U.S. bishops label death of George Floyd an  
atrocity and antithetical to the Gospel of Life

•  Bishops call Catholics to stand for just action –  
say indifference is not an option 

Seven chairmen of committees within the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops issued a statement May 29 
in response to the death of George Floyd and the pro-
tests that have broken out in Minneapolis and other 
cities in the U.S.

“We are broken-hearted, sickened, and outraged to 
watch another video of an African American man being 
killed before our very eyes. What’s more astounding is 
that this is happening within mere weeks of several other 
such occurrences. This is the latest wake-up call that 
needs to be answered by each of us in a spirit of deter-
mined conversion. 

“Racism is not a thing of the past or simply a throwaway 
political issue to be bandied about when convenient. It is 
a real and present danger that must be met head on. As 
members of the Church, we must stand for the more dif-
ficult right and just actions instead of the easy wrongs of 
indifference. We cannot turn a blind eye to these atrocities 

and yet still try to profess to respect every human life. We 
serve a God of love, mercy, and justice. 

“While it is expected that we will plead for peaceful 
non-violent protests, and we certainly do, we also stand 
in passionate support of communities that are under-
standably outraged. Too many communities around this 
country feel their voices are not being heard, their com-
plaints about racist treatment are unheeded, and we are 
not doing enough to point out that this deadly treatment 
is antithetical to the Gospel of Life.

“As we said 18 months ago in our most recent pastoral 
letter against racism, Open Wide Our Hearts, for people of 
color, some interactions with police can be fraught with 
fear and even danger. People of good conscience must 
never turn a blind eye when citizens are being deprived 
of their human dignity and even their lives. Indifference 
is not an option. As bishops, we unequivocally state that 
racism is a life issue.” 

“We join Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis in praying for the repose of the soul 
of Mr. George Floyd and all others who have lost their 
lives in a similar manner. We plead for an end to the 
violence in the wake of this tragedy and for the victims 
of the rioting. We pray for comfort for grieving families 
and friends. We pray for peace across the United States, 
particularly in Minnesota, while the legal process moves 
forward. We also anticipate a full investigation that  

MLK PHOTO: LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. 
NEW YORK WORLD-TELEGRAM & SUN 
COLLECTION
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Darkness 

cannot drive 

out darkness; 

only light can 

do that. Hate 

cannot drive out 

hate; only love 

can do that.” 

– Martin Luther 
King Jr.



results in rightful accountability and actual justice. 
“We join our brother bishops to challenge everyone 

to come together, particularly with those who are from 
different cultural backgrounds. In this encounter, let us 
all seek greater understanding amongst God’s people. So 
many people who historically have been disenfranchised 
continue to experience sadness and pain, yet they en-
deavor to persevere and remain people of great faith. We 
encourage our pastors to encounter and more authenti-
cally accompany them, listen to their stories, and learn 
from them, finding substantive ways to enact systemic 
change. Such encounters will start to bring about the 
needed transformation of our understanding of true life, 
charity, and justice in the United States. Hopefully, then 
there will be many voices speaking out and seeking heal-
ing against the evil of racism in our land.”

Issued as the Church prepared to celebrate Pentecost, 
the bishops called upon “all Catholics to pray and work 
toward a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Let us pray 
for a supernatural desire to rid ourselves of the harm 
that bias and prejudice cause. We call upon Catholics 
to pray to the Holy Spirit for the Spirit of Truth to touch 
the hearts of all in the United States and to come down 
upon our criminal justice and law enforcement systems. 
Finally, let each and every Catholic, regardless of their 
ethnicity, beg God to heal our deeply broken view of 
each other, as well as our deeply broken society.” 

–  The statement was issued by Bishop Shelton J. Fabre of Houma-

Thibodaux, chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism; 

Archbishop Nelson J. Pérez of Philadelphia, chairman of the 

Committee on Cultural Diversity in the Church; Archbishop 

Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City, chairman of the Committee 

on Domestic Justice and Human Development; Archbishop 

Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City in Kansas, chairman of the 

Committee on Pro-Life Activities; Bishop Joseph C. Bambera 

of Scranton, chairman of the Committee for Ecumenical and 

Interreligious Affairs; Bishop David G. O’Connell, auxiliary bishop 

of Los Angeles, chairman of the Subcommittee on the Catholic 

Campaign for Human Development; and Bishop Joseph N. Perry, 

auxiliary bishop of Chicago, chairman of the Subcommittee on 

African American Affairs. 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING
Here are a few relevant themes at the heart of our Catholic social teaching:

•  Life and Dignity of the Human Person – Human life is sacred and the 
dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society. 
We believe that every person is precious, that people are more important 
than things, and that the measure of every institution is whether it 
threatens or enhances the life and dignity of the human person.

•  Option for the Poor and Vulnerable – A basic moral test is how our 
most vulnerable members are faring. In a society marred by deepening 
divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last 
Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put the needs of the poor and 
vulnerable first.

•  Solidarity – We are one human family whatever our national, racial, ethnic, 
economic and ideological differences. We are our brothers and sisters 
keepers, wherever they may be. At the core of the virtue of solidarity is 
the pursuit of justice and peace. 
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U.S. bishops receive  
call of encouragement  
and assurances of prayer  
from Pope Francis
 

 On June 3, Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles,  

president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,  

received a call from Pope Francis. 

Archbishop Gomez shared this news with the U.S. bishops in the 
hope that they could take comfort and gain strength in the Holy 
Father’s encouragement. Pope Francis expressed his gratitude to 
the bishops for their pastoral tone in the Church’s response to the 
demonstrations across the country in their statements and actions 
since the death of George Floyd, and assured the bishops of his 
continued prayers and closeness in the days and weeks ahead. He 
expressed special prayers for Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda and the 
local Church of Saint Paul and Minneapolis.

Archbishop Gomez, on behalf of the bishops’ conference, 
conveyed gratitude to the Holy Father for his strong words of 
support and, in turn, assured the Holy Father of their prayers. 
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Now, and every day, we must pray to find the strength 

to do what is right and just as we encounter our 

neighbors from a culture, country, religion, race, or 

experience different than our own and see in them 

God’s creative design.” 

– Washington Archbishop Wilton Gregory, May 31
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INTRODUCING OUR THREE NEWEST PRIESTS

ncountering peace during the Mass, the godly example of parish 
priests, a hunger for Christ’s presence in the Eucharist.

These experiences are among many that nurtured the vocations that culminated 

with the June 6 ordination of our three newest priests: Fathers Dominic Couturier, Michael 

Goodwin and Daniel Orris Jr.

In the stories that follow, each of them describes what led to them to say “yes” to 

priesthood and what they most look forward to as they begin their priestly ministry  

in the Diocese of Grand Rapids.

YOUR STORIES

E
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BY PAUL KOPENKOSKEY

PHOTOGRAPHY BY  
ERIC TANK

As a priest I 
pray that the 

Holy Spirit 
will use me as 
a conduit of 
his grace for 
his people.” 

– FATHER DOMINIC COUTURIER

Father  
Dominic Couturier 
Parochial vicar
St. Robert of Newminster Parish, Ada

AGE: 41

HOBBIES: Spending time outdoors, mountain biking, 
downhill skiing, camping, carpentry, hunting and fishing, 

volunteer work, reading Scripture, and talking about the 
faith with friends and family.

RECENT READS: 
  The Priest Is Not His Own by Bishop Fulton Sheen 

  The Power of Silence and  
 The Day is Now Far Spent by Cardinal Robert Sarah 

  Christus Vincit by Bishop Athanasius Schneider

  Defending Boyhood by Anthony Esolen 

FAVORITE SAINT: St. Ignatius of Antioch, because his writings on the 
Eucharist placed a deep conviction in my soul that the Catholic Church is 
the one true Church established by Jesus Christ, bringing me back into the 
Catholic faith. 

A passion for the Eucharist

The most poignant, tangible 
and pivotal moment in my life 
was when I encountered the Holy 
Spirit in a supernatural way. This 
experience at 28 years old planted 
in me a desire to seek out truth. I 
began to devour Scripture, early 
Church writings, the lives of the 
saints, liturgical traditions and 
apologetics. But God did not call 
me to discern the priesthood until I 
was 33. While on a retreat, a priest 
straight up told me I needed to go 
to the seminary to properly discern 
God’s will in my life. No priest had 
even asked me to consider that 
God may be calling me to the holy 
priesthood. He challenged me to 
step out into the unknown and to 
trust God. 

I am excited and humbled to 
celebrate the Eucharist. I have a 
great passion and deep faith for 

this sacrament. I am also excited 
to administer the sacraments of 
confession and anointing of the 
sick. But most of all, I desire to 
bring people back to the Mass 
and eucharistic devotions such 
as adoration, processions and 
Benedictions, and to incorporate 
more catechesis in homilies about 
the Mass, along with offering 
classes, retreats or programs in the 
parish that can help strengthen the 
faith. The Church has 2,000 years 
of robust teachings on the faith. It 
is a treasure trove of God’s never-
ending love for us, and the faithful 
have free access to this wonderful 
gift, given to us by God. 

As a priest, I pray that the Holy 
Spirit will use me as a conduit of 
his grace for his people.

COVER STORY
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I’ve been 
really 

overwhelmed 
with gratitude 

for the 
Christ-like 

generosity I’ve 
encountered 

with the 
people of God.” 
– FATHER MICHAEL GOODWIN

Father Michael Goodwin
Parochial vicar
St. Paul the Apostle Parish, Grand Rapids

AGE: 37

HOBBIES: Reading, volleyball, ultimate Frisbee, 
jogging, walking, traveling and watching movies.

RECENT READ:  Being a Priest Today  
by Pope Benedict XVI 

FAVORITE SCRIPTURE VERSE: Titus 3:3-7

Helping others encounter Jesus

My journey to the priesthood is 
a little unique in that I didn’t grow 
up Catholic. I entered the Catholic 
Church during the Easter Vigil as 
an adult convert in 2011 at the 
Cathedral of Saint Andrew.

I grew up in a loving evangelical 
family that taught me to love Jesus 
and his word as it has come to 
us in the Scriptures. I attended a 
historically Baptist college that placed 
a strong emphasis on Christian 
development and community.

After college, I had a desire 
to serve God as a chaplain in 
the Army and found a seminary 
far from my home in New York 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. I 
completed my studies and was 
weeks away from completing 
Army chaplain officer school in 
2010 when a classmate who was a 
Catholic seminarian invited me to 
Mass for the first time. It was a very 
powerful, profound experience.

To see the second part of the 
Mass being totally focused on Jesus 
inviting us to be in communion 
with his body and blood through 
the Eucharist was something I had 
never encountered before. This is 
Jesus here in the realest of ways, 
offering that personal relationship 
with me, to commune with him in 
a very personal way.

The person who invited me 
to Mass recommended doing 
some follow-up discussions with 
priests. Through the RCIA (Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
process I started to more deeply 
reflect on my prayer life. Through 
prayer and the encouragement of 
my Catholic friends, I realized that 
God had been opening my heart 

to consider the vocation of the 
Catholic priesthood.

About a year after I entered 
the Church, I started attending a 
discernment group with Father Ron 
Hutchinson to explore what the life 
of a priest is like. We talked about 
all aspects of priesthood. 

During my pastoral internship, 
the biggest lesson I learned is to 
help people understand the faith 
and draw near to God. I’ve been 
really overwhelmed with gratitude 
for the Christ-like generosity I’ve 
encountered with the people of God. 
It’s been a good model in my life.

It’s the reason why I want people 
to encounter Jesus the same way 
I have been able to recognize him 
more in my life – through the 
sacraments, through preaching, 
through pastoral care and service. 
What I desire for them is that 
the life of Christ and the death of 
Christ would be manifested in all 
the thing things I do as a priest.

I have a passion that we as 
a Catholic community have a 
renewal in our call to be disciples 
of Jesus. I feel a lot of the problems 
we have, not only in our world, but 
also in our Church, derive from 
a lack of prayer. I don’t mean not 
gathering at the liturgy for prayer. 
Instead, when the avenues of 
communication break down with 
God, it results in anxieties, fears, 
quick tempers, and feeling without 
direction. Too often we ignore 
what’s going inside in our hearts. 
Priests and laypeople need to 
renew our life of prayer that flows 
through from the liturgy and in our 
everyday way of living, which then 
flows back into the liturgy.

CONSIDERING 
PRIESTHOOD OR 
RELIGIOUS LIFE?
CONTACT FATHER STEPHEN 
DURKEE, DIRECTOR OF 
PRIESTLY VOCATIONS, AT 
SDURKEE@GRDIOCESE.ORG.

TO READ
BOTH COVER STORIES IN 
ENGLISH AND SPANISH, 
VISIT GRDIOCESE.ORG.
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I hope to be 
a good and 
holy priest 

and spend my 
life leading 
other people 
into a deeper 
relationship 

with God.” 
– FATHER DANIEL ORRIS JR.

Father Daniel Orris Jr.
Parochial vicar
St. Jude Parish, Grand Rapids

AGE: 29 

FAVORITE HOBBIES: Cooking, studying sacred 
theology and liturgy.

RECENT READS: 
    Jesus of Nazareth: Holy Week  

by Pope Benedict XVI and the writings  
of St. Thomas Aquinas

FAVORITE SAINT: St. Thomas Aquinas, because of his love for the 
priesthood and the Eucharist.

Inspired by a pastor’s example 

I remember going to Mass at St. 
Dominic in Wyoming (Michigan) 
when I was 3 or 4, listening 
to Father Charles Dautremont 
and feeling a sense of peace 
and belonging, knowing this 
was a good place to be. I didn’t 
understand it at the time, but I 
realize now it was an invitation 
to the priesthood. I give credit to 
my pastor, Father Dautremont, 
because of the way he lived his life. 
He was a teacher. He knew Jesus 
and theology really well, and he 
used his homilies to teach as well 
as preach. The way he lived his 
life was very inspiring to me. He 
mentored me quite a bit when I 
went into seminary.

When I was 11, I started serving 
Mass. I loved to learn more about 
it, to keep discovering. In college, 
I was studying theater and was 
convinced that I was going become 
an actor on stage. I had written off 
the priesthood.

But then the call to the 
priesthood came back. I decided 
after my senior year in college that 
I would apply to the seminary. I 
was accepted in the fall of 2014.

One of the biggest things 
I learned during my pastoral 
internship at Our Lady of 
Consolation Parish in Rockford 
under Father Tony Russo was how 
important prayer is in what I do. 
He taught me the importance of 
praying and talking to God and 
relating back to the Father what 
is happening in your life so you’re 
able to deal with what is coming 

as a pastor. He showed me how 
to keep your people in prayer as 
a priest and help them with their 
own connection to God.

I look forward to being able to 
celebrate the Mass and celebrate 
the Eucharist. The simple rhythm 
of the liturgy is very attractive 
to me. I hope to be a good and 
holy priest and spend my life 
leading other people into a deeper 
relationship with God.

We have to preach and teach who 
Jesus is and inspire parishioners to 
remember that relationship with 
Jesus. We live in a culture where 
everything is expendable. Where 
do the Creator and Jesus fit into all 
that? We have to invite people back 
to Sunday Mass and show them 
the significance of receiving the 
Eucharist every week. 
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YOUR STORIES

he sun shone as Bishop David Walkowiak 
ordained Fathers Dominic Couturier, Michael 
Goodwin and Daniel Orris Jr. to the priesthood 
on June 6 at the Cathedral of Saint Andrew.

The invitation-only Mass was attended by 
clergy, family and friends. The next day, each new 
priest celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving at their 
home parishes as they began their priestly ministry.

20 
20

T
Newly ordained Deacon Noah Thelen carries the 
Book of the Gospels into the Cathedral of Saint 

Andrew, followed by priesthood candidates Dominic 
Couturier, Michael Goodwin and Daniel Orris Jr.

Priesthood  
ordination 

SEE MORE PHOTOS AND 
WATCH A VIDEO OF THE 
ORDINATION MASSES AT 

GRDIOCESE.ORG.
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FEATURE

The priesthood candidates lie prostrate before the altar as 
Deacon Dennis Rybicki sings the litany of the saints.

From left, Fathers Daniel Orris Jr., Michael Goodwin and 
Dominic Couturier (kneeling) are blessed by their brother 
priests Msgr. Edward Hankiewicz, Father Tom Page and 
Father Stephen Durkee, director of priestly vocations.

Father Michael pledges obedience to Bishop 
Walkowiak and his successors.

Father Dominic blesses Father Troy Nevins, pastor of Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Parish in Grand Rapids, after Mass.

Bishop Walkowiak places his hands 
upon Father Dominic Couturier 

during the ordination rite. 

Father Michael prepares to distribute 
Communion.

Newly ordained 
Fathers Daniel, 

Michael and 
Dominic smile 
as they are in-

troduced to the 
congregation. 

Bishop Walkowiak anoints Father  
Daniel's hands with chrism oil.
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ishop 
Walkowiak 
ordained Noah 
Thelen as a 
transitional 
deacon for the 

Diocese of Grand Rapids 
at a private Mass on 
Saturday, May 16.

Attendance was 
limited to family 
members and a few 
clergy because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
but that didn’t stop 
Deacon Noah’s fellow 
seminarians from 
greeting him with a 
round of applause on 
the piazza outside the 
cathedral after Mass.

Others were able to 
join the celebration 
via livestream on the 
diocesan website and 
Facebook page.

B
Deacon Noah Thelen prays silently.

Deacon Noah pledges obedi-
ence to Bishop Walkowiak and 
his successors.

Deacon Noah lies 
prostrate during the 
litany of saints.

Transitional deacon 
ordination    2020

Bishop Walkowiak blesses Deacon 
Noah as Father Stephen Durkee, 
director of priestly vocations, and 
Deacon Lance Walters look on.

Father Kyle Kilpatrick vests Deacon 
Noah with a stole, a sign of holy 
orders, and a dalmatic, a special tunic 
worn primarily at Mass.

 Seminarians gather in the 
piazza to applaud Deacon 

Noah after Mass.
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LOCAL NEWS

BISHOP ABUSE REPORTING SYSTEM IN PLACE
 A system to report and address allegations of abuse by cardinals, 

bishops, patriarchs and heads of religious institutions and ensure 
accountability for their handling of allegations is now in place in all 
U.S. dioceses, including the Diocese of Grand Rapids.

The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting service (CBAR) has been 
made available in accordance with Vos estis lux mundi (You are 
the light of the world), a motu proprio issued by Pope Francis in 
May 2019 following the meeting on the Protection of Minors in the 
Church in February 2019.

Any individual can report an allegation of abuse by a U.S. Catholic 
bishop or report a person who, in the exercise of their office, inten-
tionally interfered with a civil or Church investigation into allega-
tions of sexual abuse committed by another cleric or member of  
a religious order. 

CBAR is secure and confidential. The privacy of individuals mak-
ing a report will be respected, and identities will not be shared out-
side of the appropriate civil and Church authorities who need to act 
upon the report. The ability to make an anonymous report is also 
available. Once a report is filed, the filer is given an access number 
and password that allows them to follow-up on their report.

CONGRATULATIONS, 
CLASS  OF  2020!

in average accepted 
scholarships per
college-bound graduate
(based on student-reported totals)

$27,119
in accepted scholarships 
(student-reported totals as of May 28)

$8,460,998

of graduates 
attending college 
in the fall96%

graduation rate99%

Additional notable achievements:
•  2 National Merit Scholarship finalists
•  2 graduates entering seminary or 
religious life

•  3 graduates entering military service
•  5 graduates entering skilled trades

THE CATHOLIC FOUNDATION OF WEST MICHIGAN 
NAMES NEW LEADERSHIP TEAM

GREG DEJA

 Greg Deja, principal/CEO of Catholic 
Central High School, has been named exec-
utive director of The Catholic Foundation 
of West Michigan. Erinn Hill will serve as 
stewardship officer.

As executive director, Deja will build a 
team of professionals to implement a new 
strategic plan approved in early May by the 
Foundation’s trustees and advisory board. 
The strategic plan outlines steps to rebrand 
and grow The Foundation and its offerings 
over the next three years (2020-2022).

“For 25 years, the Catholic Foundation 
of West Michigan has provided a place 
for Catholics to support their parishes, 
schools, and other charitable causes 
connected to the Catholic Church in West 
Michigan,” Bishop David Walkowiak said 
on May 29.

“Over these next three years, the trust-
ees of The Foundation see an opportuni-
ty to have a greater impact on Catholic 
generosity in West Michigan and we are 
excited to have Greg lead us in this exciting 

stage of growth,”  
said Bishop Walkowiak, 
who is a trustee of The 
Foundation.

Deja was respon-
sible for leading the 
development efforts 
of the $10 million 
Greatest Gift Cam-
paign and the $9.2 million CAT athletic 
center renovation as principal/CEO at 
Catholic Central High School.

“It has been a great privilege to serve 
the Catholic Central community for the 
past 11 years, and I am honored to be mak-
ing a transition with The Foundation,” said 
Deja. “I look forward to helping inspire and 
initiate new strategies for the Foundation 
and continuing the great work of connect-
ing the generous people of West Michigan 
to the valuable philanthropic opportunities 
throughout our diocese.”  

As stewardship officer, Hill will be 
responsible for building relationships with 

donors and Catholic ministries, along 
with designing engagement experiences. 
Erinn currently works as the development 
officer for McLaren Northern Michigan 
Foundation in Petoskey.

The executive director and stewardship 
officer positions are a result of the new 
strategic plan for The Foundation and 
generous gifts to the Our Shepherds – Our 
Future Capital Campaign. The Foundation 
has been led for the past 25 years by Mark 
Morrow and the staff at The Breton Group.

Deja begins as executive director on 
July 27. Hill begins as stewardship officer 
on July 1.

ERINN HILL
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PASTORAL APPOINTMENTS

MSGR. R. LOUIS 
STASKER is 
appointed canonical 
administrator of 
SS. Peter and Paul 
Parish, Grand Rapids, 
effective May 22.

Father Stephen 
Durkee, director of 
priestly vocations, 
is in residence at 
St. Pius X Parish, 
Grandville.

Father Colin Mulhall, 
administrator of Holy 
Redeemer Parish, 
Jenison, is appointed 
pastor of Holy 
Redeemer.

Father Edwin Carreño 
Carreño is appointed 
parochial vicar of the 
Parish of the Holy 
Spirit, Grand Rapids, 
effective July 15.

OBITUARIES

FATHER ERNEST BERNOTT

 Father Ernest Joseph Bernott, a priest 
for more than seven decades who con-
tinued to serve as a chaplain and pastor 
well into his retirement, died on May 13. 
He was 98.

Father Bernott was born on May 10, 
1922, in Los Angeles, to Anthony and 
Marcella Bernott. He attended SS. Peter 
and Paul Elementary School in Grand 
Rapids and St. Joseph Seminary in Grand 
Rapids; St. Mary Seminary in Baltimore, 
Maryland; and St. Mary Seminary in Roland 

Park, Maryland. On May 22, 1948, he was 
ordained to the priesthood by Bishop 
Francis J. Haas at the Cathedral of Saint 
Andrew.

In June 1948, Father Bernott joined the 
faculty at St. Joseph Seminary. He served 
as an associate pastor at parishes in Grand 
Rapids and Muskegon from 1949-56. Start-
ing in 1957, he served as pastor at parishes 
including St. Bernard in Irons and St. Igna-
tius Mission in Luther; St. Mary in Custer 
along with Sacred Heart Mission in Victory 
and St. Joseph Mission in Fountain, and 
St. Gregory Settlement in Carr; St. Paul 
the Apostle in Grand Rapids; St. Patrick in 
Parnell; and St. Joseph in Wright.

Father Bernott entered senior priest sta-
tus in 1996 and was named chaplain of the 
Grand Rapids Home for Veterans, where 
he served until retiring from that assign-
ment in 2015. He was named administrator 
of St. Mary in Muskegon in 1998 and of St. 
Catherine in Ravenna and St. Francis Xavi-
er in Conklin in 2007. He resumed senior 
priest status in 2009.

FATHER DENNIS MORROW

 Father Dennis Morrow – parish pastor, 
historian and chaplain to the Grand Rapids 
Fire and Police Departments – died on 
May 16. He was 72.

Father Morrow was born May 3, 1948, 
the son of C.W. Bud Morrow and Marian 
Rose Tursky. He attended Turner and St. 
Francis Xavier elementary schools, St. 
Joseph's Seminary, Aquinas College, all 
in Grand Rapids; St. Mary's Seminary in 
Baltimore, Maryland; the North American 
College in Rome; St. John's Seminary in 
Plymouth; and The Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C.

Father Morrow was ordained a priest on 
Aug. 24, 1975, by Bishop Joseph M. Breit-
enbeck at the Cathedral of Saint Andrew. 
He served in parishes in Muskegon, Grand 
Rapids and Ludington; and as pastor at St. 
Edward in Lake Odessa (1984-86) and Our 

Lady of Sorrows in Grand Rapids (1988-
93). He had been pastor of SS. Peter & 
Paul Parish in Grand Rapids since 1993.

Father Morrow became archivist for the 
Diocese of Grand Rapids in 1976, known 
for his meticulous record-keeping and 
near-photographic memory of the city 
and the diocese. A respected historian, his 
work is housed at the diocesan archives 
and the Grand Rapids Public Library.

In 1976, Father Morrow was named 
chaplain of both the Grand Rapids Fire 
and Police Departments, following in the 
footsteps of his father, a retired fire cap-
tain. In a letter nominating him for 2020 
Firefighter of the Year, the department 
wrote: “He has always been there for all of 
us – from our weddings, through the births 
of our children, to the deaths of family and 
fire department members. The fact that 
we cannot remember a time without him 
speaks volumes of the man.”

After a funeral celebrated by Bishop 
Walkowiak at the Cathedral of Saint An-
drew, he was honored by the departments 
with a 21-gun salute and a bell service. 
A horse-drawn caisson carried Father 
Morrow’s casket along the route he once 
walked as a USPS postal carrier to St. 
Andrew’s Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to the Archives 
of the Diocese of Grand Rapids, 360 Divi-
sion Ave. S, 49503 or to one's local parish.

Father Thomas Page, 
in addition to his 
appointment as pastor 
of St. Jude Parish, Grand 
Rapids, is reappointed 
administrator of St. 
Ann-St. Ignatius Parish, 
Baldwin, until August 31, 
2020.

Father Daniel DePew, in 
addition to his appointment 
as pastor of St. Mary-St. 
Jerome Parish, Custer, is 
reappointed administrator of 
St. Bernard Parish, Irons, and 
St. John Cantius Parish, Free 
Soil, until June 30, 2021. 

 Bishop Walkowiak announces the following 
appointments, effective July 1 unless otherwise 
noted. To read about our newly ordained priests 
and their appointments, see page 14.
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THINGS TO DO

LAKESHORE ACADEMY FOR THE 
NEW EVANGELIZATION (LANE)
480 152ND AVE.
HOLLAND, MI 49424

Reinvigorate your faith and equip 
yourself for evangelization with 
LANE. The academy is a school of 
adult discipleship offering classes 
and speakers online and at Our Lady 
of the Lake Catholic Church. Learn 
more and register at lanecatholic.org.

 Wednesday, Aug 12, 5:30-10 p.m., 
LANE Lab: Bible Lands. We will 
explore many of the major places of 
the Old and New Testaments. This 
lab will be a helpful preview for those 
considering the Holy Land pilgrim-
age, valuable preparation for those 
who are already registered, and an 
excellent learning opportunity for 
all. Tuition: $25 (includes a working 
dinner).

 Nov. 29-Dec. 8, Holy Land Pilgrim-
age. Led by Father Michael Cilibraise 
and Greg Smith, we will make our 
way through Israel to experience 
Jesus by following in his footsteps. 
Stops will include Bethlehem, Naz-
areth, Cana, the Sea of Galilee, the 
Jordan River and Jerusalem. There is 
also an optional post tour to Turkey.

ONGOING:
 Free online classes including Jo-

nah: Fugitive from Justice, The Gos-
pel According to the Rosary, Coming 
Home: Restoring Worship After 
Calamity and Why Go to Church? 
Classes include video, audio episodes 
and handouts. 

 Free virtual pilgrimages. These 
webinars are much more than 
travelogues or vacation slideshows. 
Using Google Earth, videos, photos 
and written material, Greg Smith 
guides you on a prayerful journey 
to holy places in Rome, Assisi and 
the Holy Land. 

FRANCISCAN LIFE PROCESS CENTER
LOWELL CAMPUS:
11650 DOWNES ST.
LOWELL, MI 49331

GRAND RAPIDS CAMPUS:
654 DAVIS ST. NW 
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49504

For more information, call 616.897.7842 or 
www.lifeprocesscenter.org

 Tuesday, July 14, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Once a 
Month Kitchen: Gluten-free Pie Crust. Looking 
for gluten-free dessert options beyond cake 

and brownies? Spend an enjoyable evening 
with Franciscan Apprentice Jan Hendrick work-
ing with pie and pastry crust for the non-gluten 
people in your life. Register at oamkglutenfree.
eventbrite.com.

 Tuesday, July 21, 6:30-8 p.m., Introduction 
to Natural Family Planning, Grand Rapids 
campus. This one-time introductory session 
will cover the basics of how fertility aware-
ness-based methods work and will highlight 
the differences between methods to help you 
choose the best fit for you. Preregistration is re-
quired. Please email Laura Chapin at lchapin@
lifeprocesscenter.org to register.

DOMINICAN CENTER AT MARYWOOD
2025 FULTON ST. E
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49503

A ministry of the Dominican Sisters. For more 
information, call 616.514.3325 or visit www.
dominicancenter.com/events.

ONGOING:
 Mondays, 10:30 a.m. to noon, Be Still and 

Stay in the Light: Attention is the Beginning of 
Devotion, via Zoom. Dominican Center invites 
you to join us from your own sacred space to 
explore what staying in the light means to you 

during these days of shelter-in-place. No regis-
tration required. Space is limited, so come early 
and invite a friend. Use the following link: zoom.
us/j/98197085406. No fee, but if you would like 
to support the Dominican Sisters with a dona-
tion, visit grdominicans.org. 

 Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., Centering Prayer, 
via Zoom. Centering Prayer is a method of 
silent prayer that prepares us to receive the gift 
of contemplative prayer, in which we experi-
ence the Divine’s presence with us. Join us for 
this meditation practice that nurtures interior 
silence. No registration required. Centering 
Prayer link: us02web.zoom.us/j/82042706178.

ST. ISIDORE TO HOST EUCHARISTIC FESTIVAL JULY 18
 St. Isidore Catholic Church is hosting a day-

long festival “geared towards renewing and 
deepening our awareness of God's greatest gift 
to us: the most holy Eucharist, Jesus himself.”

The eucharistic festival will begin at 7:45 a.m. 
with a Mass celebrated by Bishop David Walko-
wiak, followed by a light breakfast.

The day will include presentations on the 
Eucharist, eucharistic adoration, and an oppor-
tunity to attend confession from 2:30-4 p.m.
All are welcome. To register, visit: https://
www.facebook.com/EucharisticFestival. For 
more information, call Mary Ann Siegel at 
616.264.2576.  
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This is a  
brotherhood

T HE LATIN HYMN ECCE QUAM BO-
NUM HAS GREAT SIGNIFICANCE 

FOR THE PRIESTS OF THE GRAND 
RAPIDS DIOCESE. We sing it togeth-
er after every funeral of a brother 
priest. As our brother is brought 
out of the church and placed in the 
hearse, we sing, “Ecce quam bonum 
et quam jucundum, habitare fratres 
in unum.” Translated into English, 
these words from Psalm 133 are, 
“How good and how pleasant it is, 
when brothers dwell together as 
one!”

Two months after I was ordained 
a priest, Father Ray Bruck passed 
away. It was my first funeral for a 
priest, as a priest. I remember the 
moment well. At the beginning of 
Mass, I looked around and saw that 
most of the brother priests were in 
attendance. The feeling was similar 
to the moment during ordination 
when each priest offers a sign of 
peace to the newly ordained, a sign 
of welcome to a brotherhood where 
we share a common mission, the 
salvation of souls. And yet, this 
moment at Father Ray’s funeral 
seemed a more profound experi-
ence of our brotherhood. 

Immediately following the funeral 
Mass, I was asked to be a pallbearer. 

My initial response was, “Not me. 
I barely knew Father Ray; surely 
someone else should take my spot.” 
The priest asking for my help said 
simply, “You are a brother priest, 
that’s all that matters.” That struck 
me and, even now as I’m writing 
these words, I recognize that sense 
of belonging to a beautiful brother-
hood; how good and pleasant it is 
for brothers to dwell as one. 

Recently, our diocese said good-
bye to another good and faithful 
priest, Father Den Morrow. Again, 
I was asked to be a pallbearer as 
all the brothers sang together Ecce 
quam bonum. This time I was ready 
and understood the privilege. This 
time, after three years of priest-
hood, our brotherhood meant more 
because I have been a member of it 
and have lived it. 

During this pandemic, a few 
of my brother priests have called 
me just to “check in” and “say hi” 
during these strange and awkward 
times for ministry. Each of these 
priests called at the seemingly right 
time. In some moments, I needed 
to vent or express how much I was 
missing the people at Mass. Other 
times, I needed encouragement in 
the daily grind, and other times it 
was simply a pleasant and joyful 
conversation. But in all these mo-

ments, I left with a deeper sense 
that the priesthood is a brother-
hood. We pray for one another, 
support one another, encourage 
one another to grow in virtue and 
holiness, and make each other 
laugh. But above all, we all share 
in that mission where we desire to 
bring souls to Christ and to bring 
God to his people. 

Friends in Christ, the priesthood 
is a beautiful life – one shared with 
brothers on a common mission 
to convince people of God’s love. 
I pray that as we remember our 
faithful priests who have passed 
away this year, we encourage and 
pray for our current priests. I invite 
you to pray with me in gratitude for 
the fraternal bonds that connect the 
priests in the diocese. And finally, 
I write to that young man who is 
considering the priesthood and has 
fears of loneliness. The priesthood 
is a beautiful life, shared amongst 
brothers, so be not afraid – this  
is a brotherhood. 

The priesthood is a 

beautiful life – one 

shared with brothers 

on a common mission 

to convince people 

of God’s love.”

Father Stephen joins other priests as pallbearers at the 
funeral of Father Den Morrow on May 21.

FATHER  
STEPHEN 
DURKEE  

is director of 
priestly vocations 

for the Catholic 
Diocese of Grand 

Rapids.

VOCATIONS
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MSGR. GASPAR  
F. ANCONA  

is a senior priest 
of the Catholic 
Diocese of  
Grand Rapids.

W ith the worldwide experience of the coronavirus 
pandemic, people of faith approach Jesus much 

humbled by our own weaknesses and fears. We stand all 
the more in awe of the Lord’s healing power proclaimed and 
demonstrated in the Gospels. Perhaps more than before, 
we can appreciate his great willingness to put his divine 
power at the service of those around him who needed it 
most. Our direct experience of tragedy and our too-personal 
confrontation with a death-dealing virus have highlighted 
for us the unique saving power of Jesus. The pandemic has 
also exposed our own weaknesses. It has uncomfortably 
demonstrated how quickly our most advanced scientific 
knowledge is outpaced by a debilitating and often fatal virus.

 SEPT. 1 

MASS FOR GOD'S CREATION
 WHEN: 7 p.m.
  WHERE: Cathedral of Saint Andrew,  
301 Sheldon Blvd. SE, Grand Rapids

Join Bishop Walkowiak as he celebrates a Mass mark-
ing the fifth anniversary of Laudato Si’, Pope Francis’ 
landmark encyclical on care for creation. The Mass 
coincides with the start of the Sept. 1-Oct. 4 “Season 
of Creation,” which is among anniversary year obser-
vances announced by the Vatican. 

 SEPT. 26 

DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY 2020: ENCOUNTER
 WHEN: 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
  WHERE: This will be an online event. 
  DETAILS: Visit grdiocese.org/diocesan-assembly.
  KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Katherine Angulo, program 
director of the Thriving in Ministry initiative sup-
ported by Lilly Endowment Inc. She also directs the 
Bishop John M. D'Arcy Program in Priestly Renewal.

The Office of Pastoral Services invites everyone in 
the diocese to join this online event to renew their 
zeal and commitment for knowing, loving and serving 
Jesus and the Church.

 OCT. 10 

CATHOLIC STRONG 2.0 : WOMEN'S FALL SEMINAR
 WHEN: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
  WHERE: St. Jude Parish,  
1120 4 Mile Road, Grand Rapids

Sponsored by the Grand Rapids Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women, the seminar will feature keynote 
speaker Kelly Wahlquist, founder of WINE: Women in 
the New Evangelization. For registration information,  
email grdccw@grdiocese.org.

DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE  
WHO HAS A GREAT FAITH STORY? 
LET US KNOW. SEND YOUR STORY  
SUGGESTIONS TO PATRICIA MISH AT  
PMISH@GRDIOCESE.ORG.

This is not the first time that 
followers of Christ have seen him 
in a new light. On the mountain of 
the Transfiguration, Peter, James 
and John saw their familiar teacher 
suddenly aglow with brightness. 
They saw that he was the center of 
attention given to him by the leg-
endary Moses and Elijah. Though 
almost physically blinded by the 
experience, they now could see 
Jesus with far more than the appre-
ciation that disciples have toward a 
respected teacher. Now they were 
in deep awe. It would take time and 
further surprising and sometimes 
anguishing and humbling experi-
ences for them to realize the divini-
ty of Christ: that Jesus was not only 
a favored messenger sent by God, 
but also God’s own Son.

While celebrating the mystery 
of the Lord's Transfiguration, we 
can't help but remember that on 
the same date of Aug. 6 the atomic 
bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, 
killing some 80,000 people im-
mediately and an equal additional 
number of people within the next 

four months. The flash of this light 
75 years ago brought the darkness 
of the mushroom clouds that still 
hang ominously over humanity. The 
brightness of the Transfiguration 
signaled our own elevation with 
Jesus into God’s goodness and life. 
The blinding intensity of light over 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki has made 
us cower with dread over any fur-
ther destructiveness that the hu-
man family might inflict upon itself. 
We must keep reclaiming our new 
life in Jesus with his work of uniting 
the human family in God’s love. 

CHRIST
with 

Our direct experience 

of tragedy and our too-

personal confrontation 

with a death-dealing 

virus have highlighted 

for us the unique 

saving power of Jesus.”
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