
 
February 15, 2023 
Mundelein, IL 
 

Celebration of Mundelein to honor Rev. Esequiel Sanchez, Jennifer Reid 

The rector of the Archdiocese of Chicago’s Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe and a pastoral associate active in 
renewing parish ministry and leadership will be guests of honor at the 30th annual Celebration of Mundelein.  

This year’s tribute will be 6 to 9 p.m. Thursday, April 20 at the Grand Sheraton Hotel, Chicago.  

The Rev. Esequiel Sanchez, rector of the shrine in Des Plaines since 2016, will receive the As Those Who Serve 
Award for his contributions to ministry and promoting the Catholic faith.  

In addition, Jennifer Corliss Reid, who serves at St. Moses the Black Church in Chicago, will receive the Gloria 
Christi Award for being a lay Catholic whose life exemplifies the teachings of Jesus Christ through her life and 
community. 

Each year, the Catholic community gathers in gratitude for the work of Mundelein seminary and its continued 
efforts to form parish priests for the global Church. The efforts of Fr. Sanchez and Reid complement this 
mission. 

A 1995 graduate of the seminary, Fr. Sanchez ministered in numerous roles in the Archdiocese before 
accepting the appointment as rector of the shrine from Cardinal Blase Cupich. In addition to serving as a parish 
for many Catholics, the shrine also is a pilgrimage site for more than 400,000 people during the annual feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe on December 12. Sanchez also is a Fellow of the Leadership Greater Chicago program 
and received specialized training in Advanced Pastoral Leadership through Northwestern University’s Kellogg 
School of Management and the University of St. Mary of the Lake (USML). He also has earned the Illinois 
Secretary of State Humanitarian Award for his community service. 

A graduate of the USML’s Lay Ecclesial Ministry Formation Program, Reid has strived to support seminarian 
formation in addition to her parish community at St. Moses the Black. She has welcomed and mentored 
seminarians through the seminary’s Tolton Teaching Parish Program and served on its steering committee 
when the program was accredited in 2022. A Chicago native and graduate of Catholic Theological Union, Reid 
has facilitated surveys and focus groups to target parishioner needs and meet them. During the Church’s “Year 
of St. Joseph” in 2021, Reid contributed a vision and presentation on the saint titled “St. Joseph: A Tender and 
Loving Father.”  

Individual tickets and sponsorship packages are available. For reservations,  visit 
https://usml.edu/event/2023-celebration-of-mundelein/. 
 
#### 
 

USML is the home to Roman Catholic theological education located within the Archdiocese of Chicago. The 
university maintains six schools and institutes that prepare students for ministry: Mundelein Seminary, the 
Institute for Pastoral Leadership, the Institute for Diaconal Studies, Instituto de Liderazgo Pastoral, The Liturgical 
Institute, and The Pontifical Faculty of Theology. 
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