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summer session 2017

June   10   Proseminar and Orientation
June   12   Summer Session Begins
July  21   Summer Session Ends

fall semester 2017

August   26   Proseminar and Orientation
August   28   Fall Semester Begins
December 19   Fall Semester Ends
 
spring semester 2018

January  10   Spring Semester Begins
May   4   Spring Semester Ends
May  5   Convocation

summer session 2018

June   9   Proseminar and Orientation
June   11   Summer Session Begins
July  20   Summer Session Ends

fall semester 2018

August   25   Proseminar and Orientation
August   27   Fall Semester Begins
December 18   Fall Semester Ends
 
spring semester 2019

January  7   Spring Semester Begins
May      Spring Semester Ends
May  4   Convocation

summer session 2019

June   8   Proseminar and Orientation
June   10   Summer Session Begins
July  19   Summer Session Ends

university calendar
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The Second Vatican Council 
teaches that the Sacred Liturgy 
is the “source and summit of the 
Christian life.” In this context, 
the faithful recognize the purpose 
of the liturgy: to glorify God and 
sanctify the human race. All other 
activity in the Church finds its 
source in the Sacred Liturgy and is 
directed toward it. 

The call of recent popes to 
enkindle a new evangelization 
requires a vibrant engagement 
with the sacred liturgy, the indis-
pensable source for acquiring the 
true Christian spirit. The twenti-
eth-century liturgical movement 
sought to foster a more conscious 
awareness of the richness of the 
Church’s liturgy so that Catholics 
could understand and be trans-
formed by the Christ-life in them.

The Liturgical Institute’s pro-
grams are deeply rooted in this 
tradition, and promote the liturgi-
cal life of the Church through its 
apostolates of education, publish-
ing, research and special projects. 
It serves a diverse, international 

“The liturgy is to really enter into the mystery of God,
to allow ourselves to be brought to the mystery

and to be in the mystery.”

  pope francis

student population of both 
women and men, who are laity, 
religious and clergy. 

The Institute was established 
in the year 2000 by His Emi-
nence Francis Cardinal George, 
Archbishop of Chicago, in order 
to prepare Catholics for a “new 
era in liturgical renewal.” It forms 
part of the University of Saint 
Mary of the Lake, the first char-
tered school of higher learning in 
Illinois, dating to 1844. 

Because the University has 
the distinction of being one of 
only seven pontifical faculties 
in North America, that is, with 
ecclesiastical degree programs ap-
proved by the Congregation for 
Catholic Education of the Holy 
See, the Liturgical Institute is 
able to offer sacramental special-
izations in both the Licenciate 
and Doctor of Sacred Theology.

The University of Saint Mary 
of the Lake is also home to 
Mundelein Seminary, one of the 
largest priestly formation pro-
grams in the United States, as 

introduction
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well as institutes of formation for 
the permanent diaconate and lay 
ministry of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. The University therefore 
offers on one campus a unified 
vision and shared sense of mission 
in pastoral ministry, service and 
liturgical prayer. 

The Liturgical Institute pro-
vides a thorough formation for lay 
men and women as well as clergy 
and religious preparing for service 
in the Church’s liturgical life at 
the parochial and diocesan levels. 
It also prepares those planning 
to teach liturgy and sacramental 
theology at Catholic seminaries or 
universities.

The Institute offers an inte-
grated and balanced program in 

sacramental theology rooted in the 
ideals of the twentieth-century 
liturgical movement, the writings 
of recent popes and the achieve-
ments of the post-Vatican II era. 
To this end, students enjoy a mix 
of intense study and research, 
invigorating lectures and discus-
sions, and active, conscious partici-
pation in the Institute’s liturgical 
life. Students and faculty together 
participate in the daily celebra-
tion of Mass in the Institute’s own 
dedicated chapel. In this way, the 
grace of the sacraments enlivens  
classroom study, and classroom 
study helps form a deeper capacity 
to receive from the wellspring of 
worship.
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Information for All Programs

The Liturgical Institute offers a 
variety of options for education in 
liturgical studies. A unified, rites-
based curriculum constitutes the 
foundation of the program, yet 
each student’s particular interests 
may be integrated into course 
work. Personalized mentoring is 
provided in view of the student’s 
ministerial and professional goals. 
The musical, artistic and architec-
tural dimensions of worship are 
given particular emphasis in the 
curriculum. 

The Institute focuses on preparing 
students for service to the Church 
today with a profound appreciation 
for her rich tradition. Students 
of the Institute participate in the 
Eucharist and the Liturgy of the 
Hours as lectors, cantors, serv-
ers, sacristans and celebrants. The 
program of studies is enriched by 
guest lecturers, Institute confer-
ences and the Hillenbrand Distin-
guished Lecture Series. Students 
are encouraged to participate in all 
of these events.

part one: degree programs
approved by the congregation 
for education of the holy see: 
 
Licentiate of Sacred Theology 
Doctor of Sacred Theology

accredited by the association 
of theological schools: 
 
Master of Arts in Liturgy 
Master of Arts (Liturgical Studies) 

Liturgical Institute Commencement Exercises, 2016.
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a. master of arts (liturgical studies)
accredited by the association of theological schools

the master of arts (liturgical 
studies) is an academic degree 
which provides the graduate with 
the scholarship necessary to serve 
as a competent resource person for 
ministries at diocesan and parochi-
al levels. This degree also qualifies 
the graduate for further graduate 
study at the doctoral level. 
 
Prerequisites
• A bachelor’s degree.
• At least 18 hours of course 

work in theology, philosophy 
or religious studies. Provision-
al acceptance may be granted 
upon request for applicants 
without these prerequisites.

• Official transcripts from all 
undergraduate and graduate 
programs attended.

• Three letters of recommenda-
tion: from a pastor or religious 
superior; from a professor, 
preferably in theology or a 
related field; from an employer 
or supervisor in ministry.

• A personal statement explain-
ing the applicant’s interest in 
the program and professional 
or ministerial goals. 

• Students for whom English 
is a second language must 
demonstrate ability for re-
search and writing in English. 
A minimum TOEFL score of 
550 is required for admission.

Course Requirements 
The Master of Arts (Liturgical 
Studies) normally requires four 
consecutive semesters of study or 
five summer sessions. Courses may 
also be taken on a part-time basis. 
Students complete written and oral 
comprehensive examinations and 
write an academic thesis. 

Language Requirements 
The Master of Arts (Liturgical 
Studies) requires reading knowl-
edge of Latin and one modern re-
search language (French, German, 
Italian, or Spanish). Language 
requirements may be satisfied in 
one of three ways:

1. Presenting transcripts showing 
completion of 6 semester hours 
of the relevant language, with at 
least an A- average, taken within 
the last ten years.
2. Pass a USML language transla-
tion exam.
3. Complete 6 credits of the 
relevant language at Mundelein 
Seminary (if offered) with at 
least an A- average.

 
Comprehensive Examination
The comprehensive examination, 
comprised of written and oral sec-
tions, is normally taken during the 
student’s final semester. Examina-
tion dates are arranged in consul-
tation with the Liturgical Institute 
Director and student. 
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The Master’s Thesis
To complete the Master’s Thesis, 
students develop a topic in liturgi-
cal or sacramental theology, con-
duct research and write a scholarly 
essay under the direction of a 
faculty thesis director. The Mas-
ter’s thesis must be approximately 
seventy-five pages in length and 
demonstrate a clear understanding 
of Catholic sacramental principles 
and the sacred liturgy.

Time Limits
The Master’s Thesis is completed 
in the final term of study. By ex-
ception, students may extend the 
work for up to three years. They 
must register for “Ongoing Thesis 
Writing” each semester until the 
project is complete. After three 
years, guidance will no longer be 
provided and a diploma will not 
be granted. Students still wishing 
to be awarded the degree must 
petition for re-admission to the 
program.

Coursework (Academic Year)
• Sacraments of Initiation
• Sacraments of Healing
• Sacraments of Vocation
• Eucharist: Origins, Structure 

and Controversies
• Liturgical Year and Liturgy  

of the Hours
• Sacramentals, Blessings,  

Devotions
• Liturgical Traditions East  

and West
• Liturgical Documentation  

and Law
• Art, Architecture and Aesthetics

• Sources, Principles and Methods
• Word of God and Liturgy
• The Liturgical Movement
• Ritual, Symbol & Music
• Liturgical Preparation and 

Training
• Thesis Guidance
• Thesis Writing 

 
 
 

Coursework (Summers-Only)
• Christian Initiation
• Reconciliation, Anointing, Death
• Matrimony and Orders
• Eucharist: Origins and Structure 
• Liturgical Year and Liturgy  

of the Hours
• Sacramentals, Blessings,  

Devotions
• Liturgical Traditions East  

and West
• Liturgical Documentation  

and Law
• Liturgical Art and Architecture
• Sources and Methods in Litur-

giology
• Sacramental Aesthetics
• Principles of Sacramental Theol-

ogy
• Ritual, Symbol and Worship
• Music and Worship
• Eucharist: Theological Issues
• Word of God and Liturgy
• The Liturgical Movement
• Liturgy and Cultural Adaptation
• Liturgical Participation
• Liturgical Preparation and 

Training
• Thesis  Guidance
• Thesis Writing
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the master of arts in liturgy 
is a professional, terminal degree 
which provides the graduate with 
theologically-informed skills 
necessary for practical liturgical 
leadership in a diocesan office, 
Catholic parish or secondary-edu-
cation program. 
 
Prerequisites
• A bachelor’s degree.
• At least 18 hours of course 

work in theology, philosophy 
or religious studies. Provision-
al acceptance may be granted 
upon request for applicants 
without these prerequisites.

• Official transcripts from all 
undergraduate and graduate 
programs attended.

• Three letters of recommenda-
tion: from a pastor or religious 
superior; from a professor or 
academic instructor, preferably 
in theology or a related field; 
from an employer or supervisor 
in ministry.

• A personal statement explain-
ing the applicant’s interest in 
the program and professional 
or ministerial goals.

• Students for whom English 
is a second language must 
demonstrate ability for re-
search and writing in English. 
A minimum TOEFL score of 
550 is required for admission.

Course Requirements
The Master of Arts in Liturgy can 
be completed in one of three ways: 
over five consecutive summers; 
full-time during four consecutive 
semesters in two academic years; 
or on a part-time basis. 
   The six-week summer session 
consists of two consecutive units 
of three weeks each. Four courses 
will be completed in that time. In 
order to graduate, students must 
successfully complete written and 
oral comprehensive examinations 
and complete a supervised Master’s 
Project. 

Comprehensive Examinations 
The comprehensive examination, 
comprised of written and oral sec-
tions, is normally taken during the 
student’s final semester. Examina-
tion dates are arranged in consul-
tation with the Liturgical Institute 
Director and student. 

The Master’s Project 
The Master of Arts in Liturgy 
program provides students with a 
solid foundation for understanding 
Catholic liturgy, skill in pastoral 
practice grounded in the prin-
ciples of sacramental theology, 
and facility in providing liturgical 
education and formation. It there-
fore requires a Master’s Project 
conducted in the student’s parish, 
diocese or workplace. This project 

b. master of arts in liturgy
accredited by the association of theological schools
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is conceived and designed in con-
junction with a faculty project di-
rector and provides an opportunity 
to integrate classroom learning 
with actual pastoral circumstances.

Time Limits
The Master’s Project is completed 
in the final term of study. By 
exception, students may extend 
the work for up to three academic 
years, and register for “Ongoing 
Project Writing” each semester 
until the project is complete. After 
three years, guidance will no lon-
ger be provided and a diploma will 
not be granted. Students wishing 
to earn the degree must petition 
for re-admission to the program.

Coursework (Academic Year)
• Sacraments of Initiation
• Sacraments of Healing
• Sacraments of Vocation
• Eucharist: Origins, Structure and 

Controversies
• Liturgical Year and Liturgy  

of the Hours
• Sacramentals, Blessings,  

Devotions
• Liturgical Traditions East  

and West
• Liturgical Documentation  

and Law
• Art, Architecture and Aesthetics
• Sources, Principles and Methods
• Word of God and Liturgy
• The Liturgical Movement
• Ritual, Symbol & Music
• Liturgical Preparation and 

Training
• Project Guidance
• Project Writing

Coursework (Summers-Only)
• Christian Initiation
• Reconciliation, Anointing, Death
• Matrimony and Orders
• Eucharist: Origins and Structure 
• Liturgical Year and Liturgy  

of the Hours
• Sacramentals, Blessings,  

Devotions
• Liturgical Traditions East  

and West
• Liturgical Documentation  

and Law
• Liturgical Art and Architecture
• Sources and Methods in Litur-

giology
• Sacramental Aesthetics
• Principles of Sacramental Theol-

ogy
• Ritual, Symbol and Worship
• Music and Worship
• Eucharist: Theological Issues
• Word of God and Liturgy
• The Liturgical Movement
• Liturgy and Cultural Adaptation
• Liturgical Participation
• Liturgical Preparation and 

Training
• Project Guidance
• Project Writing 

Note: The summer program occurs in 
a time-compressed format, and courses 
are broken into smaller units with 
some variation in course titles. Both 
full-year and summers-only methods 
cover identical course material. 
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the licentiate of sacred theology (stl) with specialization in 
Sacramental Theology is a research degree which trains students to teach 
a wide variety of courses, from adult education to graduate courses. The 
STL also prepares graduates for scholarly research in the field of sacra-
mental and liturgical theology as well as for teaching in Catholic semi-
naries, universities and colleges. Admission to the STL program requires 
a Bachelor of Sacred Theology (STB), a Master of Divinity (MDiv) or 
equivalent. 

The Licentiate in Sacred Theology with a sacramental specialization 
is a degree of the Liturgical Institute using core courses of the Pontifical 
Faculty of Theology and electives from the Liturgical Institute’s cur-
riculum. Students also join in the Liturgical Institute’s daily worship and 
social activities.  

For detailed information on the Licentiate program, see the Bulletin 
of the Pontifical Faculty of Theology of the University of Saint Mary of 
the Lake, available on the university’s web site at usml.edu or by calling 
847.837.4542.

 

c. licentiate of sacred theology (stl)
approved by the congregation for catholic education of the holy see

d. doctor of sacred theology (std)
approved by the congregation for catholic education of the holy see

the doctoral program is a two-year program of specialized research 
in dogmatic theology. At the Liturgical Institute, the doctoral program, 
like the licentiate, offers concentrations in Sacramental/Liturgical The-
ology by writing the doctoral dissertation on a topic in sacramental or 
liturgical theology.

The Doctoral program aims at the completion of a student’s scientific 
formation, especially through the writing of a doctoral dissertation. The 
program presumes superior achievement at the licentiate level.

The Doctorate in Sacred Theology is the terminal research degree 
and requires previous completion of the Licentiate in Sacred Theology. 
It aims to perfect the skills of the candidate in the study of theology and 
to develop the research skills necessary for treating theological questions 
in depth. The doctorate prepares students to be university professors, 
researchers and expert resource persons. 

For detailed information on the Doctoral program, see the Bulletin of 
the Pontifical Faculty of Theology of the University of Saint Mary of the  
Lake, available on the University’s web site at usml.edu or by calling 
847.837.4542. 
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choosing a degree program
1. Master of Arts (Liturgical Studies) or MALS: This degree program 
is designed for those who plan to work at parish, diocesan or secondary 
education levels. The MALS program is comprised exclusively 
of courses offered through the Liturgical Institute and covers the 
theoretical and practical aspects of the sacred liturgy in significant 
detail. It is considered an “academic” degree, and requires a reading 
knowledge of Latin and one modern foreign language as well as the 
ability to write an academic thesis. Successful completion of the MALS 
opens the possibility of further studies at the PhD level. It may be 
completed in the either two academic years or five summer sessions.

2. Master of Arts in Liturgy or MAL: This degree program is similar to 
the MALS, but is considered a terminal, professional degree rather than 
an academic degree. To that end, foreign languages are not required and 
students complete an applied master’s project rather than an academic 
thesis. It may be completed in the either two academic years or five 
summer sessions. Because of the detailed coursework in liturgical 
studies, the MALS and the MAL are the degrees recommended for 
those expecting to work in a parish or diocesan chancery.

3. License in Sacramental Theology or STL: The STL is an 
ecclesiastical degree approved by the Congregation for Catholic 
Education of the Holy See and is primarily intended for those who 
expect to teach at a Catholic seminary, college or university. It is 
considered a degree beyond the MA, comparable to an “ABD” or “all 
but dissertation” at the doctoral level. Entrance to the STL program 
requires a Bachelor’s in Sacred Theology (STB) or equivalent. 
     The STL is offered in dogmatic theology, with foundational 
coursework in the History of Christian Thought provided by the faculty 
of Mundelein Seminary. The Liturgical Institute provides a sacramental 
theology specialization composed of 12 credits of coursework and 
direction of a thesis. The degree is in Theology rather than Liturgical 
Studies, and as such, students take fewer courses on the practical and 
theological aspects of the sacred liturgy.

4. Doctorate of Sacred Theology or STD. The STD is an ecclesiastical 
research degree approved by the Congregation for Catholic Education 
of the Holy See intended for those who plan to teach at the seminary 
or university level.
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Transfer of Credits 
Up to 12 quarter hours or 9 semes-
ter hours of the MA programs’ 
required courses may be trans-
ferred from another institution, if 
they have not been counted toward 
another degree and after satisfac-
tory evaluation of the coursework 
by faculty of the Institute. STL 
credits from another canonical 
faculty may be accepted at the 
discretion of the President of the 
Pontifical Faculty and the Direc-
tor of the Institute. In the area of 
sacramental specialization, how-
ever, all courses must be taken at 
the Liturgical Institute.

Application 
Candidates must complete the 
official application form in its 
entirety. The suggested application 
deadline is May 15 for admission to 
the summer sessions; July 15 is the 
suggested deadline for fall admis-
sion. Late applications will be 
considered.

Interview 
A personal interview with the 
applicant may be requested by the 
Institute. In this instance, over-
night lodging and meals are avail-
able at the University at no charge.

Housing 
On-campus housing, includ-

ing a single room with private 
bathroom, is available for single 
students. Wireless high-speed 
internet access is available in each 
room and throughout the campus. 
A common area with television 
and full kitchen is also available. 
Students who live on campus 
between sessions will be billed 
a supplemental room and board 
charge. 

Board 
Full meal services are available to 
residential students. Partial meal 
plans or individual meal purchases 
are available to off-campus stu-
dents. 

Tuition and Fees
Tuition for all Liturgical Institute 
courses for 2017-2018 is billed at 
$1,014 per credit hour. Typical 
full-time tuition for the 2017-2018 
academic year for the MAL and 
MALS program (19 credits) is 
$19,266. Room and full board costs 
total $10,066.00 for two semesters. 

Part-time tuition is also billed at 
$1014.00 per credit hour. Courses 
may also be taken at the non-credit 
audit rate of 60% of the credit rate.

Full-time (7 credits) tuition for 
the 2018 Summer Session costs 
$7098.00. Room and full board 
costs for summer 2018 are $1925.00. 

Fees include a one-time $50.00 

 

part two: general information
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matriculation fee. In the academic 
year, annual fees include a $150.00 
student activity fee and a $00.00 
technology fee. Summer Session 
students are assessed annually a 
$100 student activity fee and a 
technology fee of $75.   

Financial Aid 
Students at the Liturgical Institute 
are eligible for all government and 
private student aid programs. The 
Institute may provide grants from 

the Hillenbrand Scholarship Fund. 
Opportunities for on-campus em-
ployment may also be available.

Health Insurance 
All students are required to have 
health insurance. Students without 
health insurance may purchase an-
nual coverage through the Univer-
sity’s group plan. All students must 
provide proof of insurance and 
copies of immunization forms.
 

Students investigate liturgical manuscripts at Chicago’s Newberry Library.
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The University campus, located 
forty miles northwest of down-
town Chicago, is an architectural 
and artistic treasure which greatly 
enhances the experience of Li-
turgical Institute students. The 
fourteen major buildings which 
comprise the physical plant are 
formally arranged at the west end 
of the campus overlooking Saint 
Mary’s Lake. The buildings use a 
1920s Colonial Revival mode with 
design and materials of the highest 
quality. Historic paintings, ornate 
plaster work and prayerful atmo-
sphere enrich the Chapel of the 
Immaculate Conception.
 
Library
The Feehan Memorial Library, 
along with the McEssy Theologi-
cal Resource Center, houses over 
200,000 catalogued books and 
subscriptions to over 500 periodi-
cals. The collection is especially 
strong in Philosophy, Patristic 
Studies, Theology, Sacramentol-
ogy, Liturgy and Church History, 
with a view to supporting research 
work in these fields. The library 
also participates with the CARLI 
I-Share Consortium, giving access 
to 86 Illinois membership libraries.

With an interior modeled on 
the library of the Barberini Palace 
in Rome, the Feehan Library’s 
carved walnut tables, displays of 

part three: the campus

the library’s historical collections 
and inscriptions in marble walls 
provide an inspiring and uplifting 
environment for study.

The Liturgical Institute’s Li-
brary and Reading Room provides 
access to ready reference materials 
and ritual books.

Dining Hall
A pleasant dining atmosphere is 
provided in the refectory. An ap-
petizing and varied menu, includ-
ing a full soup and salad bar, is 
prepared daily by the university’s 
kitchen staff. The dining hall 
also includes a visitor’s center and 
bookstore.

Computer Services
Wireless internet connections are 
available throughout the campus. 
Students who do not have per-
sonal computers may use one of 
the computer labs. Support may be 
available from trained student vol-
unteers as well as from the Office 
of Computer Services.  

Health Center
An on-campus health center is 
operated by a registered nurse. 
Doctors are available in the nearby 
communities of Mundelein and 
Libertyville for consultation in 
case of illness. 
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Athletic Facilities
In addition to the gymnasium 
and indoor swimming pool, the 
University offers playing fields and 
courts for baseball, racquetball and 
tennis. A beautifully maintained 
eighteen-hole golf course on the 
grounds, operated professionally 
for public use, is available without 
charge to full-time students and 
faculty on a limited basis. 

Regional Amenities
The University campus is located 
40 miles northwest of Chicago, 
in Lake County, Illinois, home to 
parks, nature preserves and bike 
trails. The local area provides ac-
cess to museums, cultural events 
and village festivals. Two nearby 
commuter train lines offer easy ac-
cess to Chicago and its social and 
cultural offerings.

The Little Flower Prayer Garden at the McEssy Theological Resource Center.
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part four: course descriptions 

a. master of arts in liturgy &
master of arts (liturgical studies)

academic-year program

SACRAMENTS OF  INITIATION                    LI625
 e Fall 2018 e  credits

The sacraments of initiation – Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist – 
guide a person into the life of Christ in the communion of the Church. 
The current Catholic rites of initiation are examined in their theologi-
cal, historical, canonical, and practical aspects. In particular, the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is studied in detail. Special atten-
tion is given to the patristic documents which constitute the foundation 
of the revised rites. The Eucharist is explored briefly as the sacrament 
which concludes Christian initiation.  

LITURGICAL DOCUMENTATION AND LAW                 LI626
  e Spring 2017, 2019 e 2 credits

The important juridical and pastoral aspects of the liturgy are covered in 
this study of book four, De ecclesiæ munere sanctificandi, of the Church’s 
collection of laws and directives taken from the praenotanda and instruc-
tions of the various rites and liturgical actions. Principles for proper in-
terpretation of liturgical law provide a solid pastoral foundation for the 
practical application of liturgical law and directives. 

WORD OF GOD AND LITURGY                     LI65
e Spring 2018, Fall 2019 e 2 credits

The reforms of Vatican II called for greater consciousness of the im-
portance of the Liturgy of the Word as reinforced with the 2008 Synod 
on the Bible. This course explores the relationships between the Sacred 
Scriptures and the Liturgy. The biblical concept of the “Word of God,” 
the theological understanding of the Word in patristic and modern writ-
ers, the various means of biblical interpretation will all be introduced. 
Attention will be given to the sacramental nature of the Word of God. 
Liturgical documents dealing with the importance of the lectionary and 
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homiletics are examined in light of the relationship between word and 
rite in sacramental liturgy.
      
LITURGICAL YEAR AND LITURGY OF  THE HOURS     LI66

e Spring 2017, 2019 e 2 credits                                                                         

The Church’s theology of time is expressed and examined as context for 
celebrating the great mysteries of faith. The origins and developments of 
the major seasons and feasts of the Church year are explored. Emphasis 
is placed on the theology of Sunday. The development of the Liturgy of 
the Hours (both cathedral and monastic) is examined, as is the current 
shape of the Church’s rites for the Hours. The spirituality of the psalms 
is explored. The roles of Mary and the saints are also treated. 
        
SACRAMENTS OF VOCATION                   LI640

e Fall 2017, 2019 e  credits                                                           

The rites of matrimony and holy orders are examined from structural, 
theological, and historical perspectives. Special attention is given to 
the sacramentality of marriage as expressed in the consent, the bond, 
and the covenant. The relationship between marriage and celibacy is 
explored, and the family as ‘domestic church’ is examined. The pas-
toral ministry of the ordained is seen in its ecclesiological context and 
purpose, with attention given to a proper understanding of hierarchy as 
well as the relationship between the priesthood of the faithful and the 
ministerial priesthood.

ART, ARCHITECTURE AND AESTHETICS                        LI641 
e Fall 2018 e  credits

Sacramental signs form the fundamental medium for worship and its 
ritual elaboration. Liturgical art and architecture are understood as part 
of the symbol system of the rite. Moreover, classical aesthetics claims that 
things are called beautiful in the degree that they reveal the ontological 
basis upon which they are founded. Symbols, properly speaking, 
make active and present the reality they signify, and liturgical art and 
architecture therefore form a sacramental system attuned to the eye. 
After a general introduction, the course considers theological aesthetics 
in the West (Aquinas) and in the East (iconography). Particular 
attention is given to the implications of salvation history; the tradition 
of Catholic architecture through the centuries; the foundational Biblical 
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theology of Temple, living stones and Heavenly Jerusalem; the classical 
inheritance; modern Liturgical Movement, Vatican II, and post-Conciliar 
movements; trends in Modernism and Post-Modernism; and recent 
moves toward a reintegration of tradition in new design.

SACRAMENTALS, BLESSINGS AND DEVOTIONS             LI642
e Spring 2017, 2019 e 2 credits                                                                       

As a complement to the Seven Sacraments, many other rituals and pri-
vate devotions build up the faith life of the Church. These include rites 
found in the Pontifical, the Book of Blessings, and the Book of Catholic 
Household Blessings. The role of devotion and popular piety in the past 
and the present will be examined by focusing on the example of devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

SOURCES, PRINCIPLES & METHODS                               LI647
e Fall 2017, 2019 e  credits                                                                           

This study of Catholic doctrinal tradition draws upon patristic, medi-
eval, and modern theologians to uncover the fundamental principles of 
sacramental theology. The nature of sacramental symbol, theories of 
sacramental causality and efficacy, the institution and number of the 
sacraments, and sacramental grace are examined in the context of an 
overarching Trinitarian, Christological, and ecclesial framework. Par-
ticular attention is paid to the renewed understanding of the role sacra-
ments play in the economy of salvation. 
     Students are introduced to the primary literary sources for 
Liturgiology and to various methods of approaching them that are found 
in secondary sources. The focus is on liturgical documents, although 
other documents pertaining to the liturgy will also be discussed. The 
time period under consideration extends from the first centuries of 
Christianity to the Second Vatican Council. Students will be provided 
with a history of liturgical books and developments in liturgy as a means 
of more deeply appropriating the tradition that underlies the liturgical 
books in use today. 
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SACRAMENTS OF HEALING                                            LI650
      e Spring 2018 e  credits

The two “sacraments of healing” – anointing of the sick and penance 
– are covered in this course. An examination of the origin and develop-
ment of the sacrament of penance sheds light on the Church’s revised 
rites and their theological underpinnings. The rites of the Church’s 
sacramental ministry to the sick and dying, and her funeral liturgy, are 
placed in the context of an anthropology which expresses the paschal 
character and eschatological significance of a Christian’s illness and 
death. 

LITURGICAL TRADITIONS EAST AND WEST                   LI652
e Fall 2017, 2019 e 2 credits

This course provides a comprehensive introduction to the rites and prac-
tices of non-Roman western Christian traditions (Anglican and other 
select Protestant groups), and to the liturgy as celebrated by eastern 
Christian communities (both Catholic and Orthodox). The origin and 
historical development of these traditions is considered. Particular at-
tention is given both to distinctive theological themes within these rites 
and to the manner in which the renewal of western Catholic liturgy is 
occurring today as a result of contact with the theology and practice of 
the East. 

THE LITURGICAL MOVEMENT                                             LI654
e Fall 2016, 2018 e  credits

This course focuses on the Liturgical Movement as it developed in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries and its influence upon the teachings 
of the magisterium and the Second Vatican Council. Important texts by 
leading theologians are studied as are official Church documents. The 
influence and understanding of the movement in recent years is studied, 
and the postconciliar interest in inculturation is examined and evaluated. 
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RITUAL, SYMBOL AND MUSIC                    LI655
e Spring 2017, 2019 e  credits

Symbol is the fundamental medium for religion and its ritual elabora-
tion. The nature and function of symbol and ritual in liturgical worship 
is considered. The following are examined for their relevance to the un-
derstanding of Catholic worship: the phenomenology of religion; ritual 
anthropology; various theories of symbol; language theory. Particular at-
tention is given to the manner in which modern symbolic studies provide 
an understanding of the scholastic maxim, “sacraments confer grace by 
signifying.” 
 The place of music in human culture is examined from the per-
spective of a philosophy of aesthetics. The historic role of music in the 
elaboration of the mysteries of the Christian faith is explained. The offi-
cial documents of the Church produced during the twentieth century are 
discussed in detail. The current musical structure of the Roman liturgy 
is explored, and practical principles for the advancement and manage-
ment of liturgical music programs are proposed. 

EUCHARIST: ORIGINS, STRUCTURE                   LI656
& CONTROVERSIES                                          e Fall 2016, 2018 e  

credits

This class begins with a study of the origins of the Eucharist at the Last 
Supper. It follows the historical development of Eucharistic worship in 
the patristic period and the middle ages. The revision of the Roman rite 
following the Council of Trent is considered, along with the transition 
to the 1970 missal. Students will study the Missale Romanum of 2002 
in detail, as well as questions regarding translation of liturgical texts. 
Knowledge of Latin is recommended but not required. 
     Classic Eucharistic polemics are explored in context: among them 
sacrifice, communion, epiclesis, memorial, veneration outside Mass, and 
the foundation of liturgical ministries. Particular attention is paid to 
Eucharistic controversies regarding the Real Presence of Christ, and an 
exploration is made of the various theoretical explanations the Church 
has used to express this dogma of faith. The Church is considered as a 
Eucharistic community. Ecumenical considerations are also treated. 
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LITURGICAL PREPARATION AND TRAINING                  LI658
e Spring 2017, 2019 e 1 credit

Practical and theological questions regarding the collaboration of the 
non-ordained faithful in the priests’ sacred ministry are discussed and 
examined. Students study the liturgical and para-liturgical rites at which 
laity may preside, and the procedures and preparation required for these 
celebrations. Also treated are the practical matters of organizing and 
overseeing the liturgical life of a diocese, parish, community, or other 
Catholic institution, including the training and oversight of lay liturgical 
ministry and the organization and operation of an office of worship. 

THEOLOGY AND SPIRITUALITY OF THE LITURGY       LI751
e Fall 2016 e 2 credits

                                                        
This course provides a comprehensive look at the meaning of liturgy in 
the whole Christian life and doctrine. The sacramental celebration of 
the paschal mystery is the foundational source for the spiritual life and 
the theology of the Catholic Church. Accordingly, this class studies, 
from the perspective of liturgy, topics traditionally assigned to systematic 
theology (Trinity, Christology, ecclesiology, anthropology, creation, and 
eschatology), and topics traditionally associated with spirituality (the 
mystical tradition, classic spiritual writers, monastic and lay movements, 
and the lives of the saints) with the intention of seeing how the liturgy is 
the central source for understanding and living the faith. 

PROJECT GUIDANCE                                          LI669
   Faculty Advisor e 2 credits

The project director is chosen and potential project topics are discussed 
and selected. A draft proposal and research schedule is prepared and 
revised as needed. Project writing may begin with the director’s permis-
sion.

PROJECT WRITING                                             LI670  
                    Faculty Advisor e 2 credits                                                        

Completion of Master’s Project writing with the project director. Final 
draft of project must be approved by project director and the Academic 
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Director of the Liturgical Institute by March 15 if spring graduation of 
that year is desired.

ONGOING PROJECT WRITING                                    LI671-678
     Faculty Advisor e 1 credit

PROJECT GRADE: MAL                                                LI680
     Faculty Advisor e 0 credits

COMPREHENSIVE EXAM: MAL                             LI681
   Faculty Advisor e 0 credits

 
THESIS GUIDANCE: MALS                             LI769 

Faculty Advisor e 2 credits

The thesis director is chosen and potential thesis topics are discussed and 
selected. A draft proposal and research schedule is prepared and revised 
as needed. Thesis writing may begin with the director’s permission.

THESIS WRITING: MALS                         LI770
Faculty Advisor e 2 credits

                                                        
Completion of Master’s Thesis writing with the thesis director. Final 
draft of thesis must be approved by thesis director and the Academic 
Director of the Liturgical Institute by March 15 if spring graduation of 
that year is desired.      

ONGOING THESIS WRITING                            LI771-778
                Faculty Advisor e 1 credit 
 
THESIS GRADE: MALS                                        LI780
   Faculty Advisor e 0 credits

COMPREHENSIVE EXAM: MALS                              LI781
   Faculty Advisor e 0 credits

 
ECCLESIASTICAL LATIN                              LG501a
             Faculty e  credits
        
ADVANCED LATIN                               LG502  
                      Faculty e  credits
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SACRAMENTAL AESTHETICS                     LI522
  e Summer 2021 e 1.5 credits

Beauty is the splendor of truth, and the concept of the aesthetic refers to 
the experience of beauty. Sacramental aesthetics would then treat beauty 
as the manner in which God’s goodness gives itself and is understood 
as the truth. Special attention will be given to how this occurs in the 
liturgical life of the Church. After a general introduction, it considers 
theological aesthetics in the West (Thomas) and in the East (iconogra-
phy). 

        
CHRISTIAN INITIATION                                 LI525
 e Summer 2019 e 2 credits

The sacraments of initiation – Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist 
– guide a person into the life of Christ in the communion of the 
Church. The current Catholic rites of initiation are examined in their 
theological, historical, canonical, and practical aspects. In particular, 
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is studied in detail. 
Special attention is given to the patristic documents which constitute the 
foundation of the revised rites. The Eucharist is explored briefly as the 
sacrament which concludes Christian initiation. 

LITURGICAL DOCUMENTATION AND LAW                  LI526
  e Summer 2017 e 2 credits

The important juridical and pastoral aspects of the liturgy are covered in 
this study of book four, De ecclesiae munere sanctificandi, of the Church’s 
collection of laws and directives taken from the praenotanda and instruc-
tions of the various rites and liturgical actions. Principles for proper 
interpretation of liturgical law provide a solid pastoral foundation for the 
practical application of liturgical law and directives. 

b. master of arts in liturgy and master of 
arts (liturgical studies): summers-only 
program      
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MUSIC AND WORSHIP                     LI527
e Summer 2018 e 1.5 credits

The place of music in human culture is examined from the perspective of 
a philosophy of aesthetics. The historic role of music in the elaboration 
of the mysteries of the Christian faith is explained. The official docu-
ments of the Church produced during the twentieth century are dis-
cussed in detail. The current musical structure of the Roman liturgy is 
explored, and practical principles for the advancement and management 
of liturgical music programs are proposed. 

        
LITURGY AND CULTURAL ADAPTATION                   LI528

e Summer 2017 e 1.5 credits

The Church’s liturgy has always existed in dynamic relationship with the 
complex currents of culture and history. The interplay between liturgy 
and culture is of considerable importance in Catholicism today. This 
course examines the Church’s liturgy in the light of social history, the 
humanities, and cultural theory. Attention is given to the influences of 
modernity and post-modernity on liturgical developments. The postcon-
ciliar agenda of inculturation in its various expressions is examined and 
evaluated. 
 

WORD OF GOD AND LITURGY                     LI55
e Summer 2017 e 1.5 credits

The reforms of Vatican II called for greater consciousness of the im-
portance of the Liturgy of the Word as reinforced with the 2008 Synod 
on the Bible. This course explores the relationships between the Sacred 
Scriptures and the Liturgy. The biblical concept of the “Word of God,” 
the theological understanding of the Word in patristic and modern writ-
ers, the various means of biblical interpretation will all be introduced. 
Attention will be given to the sacramental nature of the Word of God. 
Liturgical documents dealing with the importance of the lectionary and 
homiletics are examined in light of the relationship between word and 
rite in sacramental liturgy.
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LITURGICAL YEAR AND LITURGY OF  THE HOURS      LI56
e Summer 2021 e 2 credits                                                                         

The Church’s theology of time is expressed and examined as context for 
celebrating the great mysteries of faith. The origins and developments of 
the major seasons and feasts of the Church year are explored. Emphasis 
is placed on the theology of Sunday. The development of the Liturgy of 
the Hours (both cathedral and monastic) is examined, as is the current 
shape of the Church’s rites for the Hours. The spirituality of the psalms 
is explored. The roles of Mary and the saints are also treated. 

PRINCIPLES OF SACRAMENTAL THEOLOGY                  LI58
e Summer 2021 e 1.5 credits                                                                           

This study of Catholic doctrinal tradition draws upon patristic, medi-
eval, and modern theologians to uncover the fundamental principles of 
sacramental theology. The nature of sacramental symbol, theories of 
sacramental causality and efficacy, the institution and number of the 
sacraments, and sacramental grace are examined in the context of an 
overarching Trinitarian, Christological, and ecclesial framework. Par-
ticular attention is paid to the renewed understanding of the role sacra-
ments play in the economy of salvation. 

        
MATRIMONY AND ORDERS                   LI540

e Summer 2021 e 2 credits                                                           

The rites of matrimony and holy orders are examined from structural, 
theological, and historical perspectives. Special attention is given to 
the sacramentality of marriage as expressed in the consent, the bond, 
and the covenant. The relationship between marriage and celibacy is 
explored, and the family as ‘domestic church’ is examined. The pas-
toral ministry of the ordained is seen in its ecclesiological context and 
purpose, with attention given to a proper understanding of hierarchy as 
well as the relationship between the priesthood of the faithful and the 
ministerial priesthood.
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LITURGICAL ART AND ARCHITECTURE                  LI541
                    e Summer 2020 e 2 credits

Symbol is the fundamental medium for religion and its ritual elabora-
tion, and liturgical art and architecture are understood as part of the 
symbol system of the rite. The following are examined for their rel-
evance to the proper understanding of Catholic worship: the classical 
inheritance, ritual anthropology, and theories of symbol and language. 
The tradition of Catholic architecture through the centuries are exam-
ined, including movements in Modernism, Post-Modernism, and recent 
moves toward a reintegration of tradition in new design. This course 
will address styles, types, and meanings in sacred architecture and the 
allied arts with a focus on the developments and movements of the 20th 
century. The course will use examples from the history of architecture to 
foster understanding and discussion of the larger theological and philo-
sophical ideas associated with architecture. 
        
SACRAMENTALS, BLESSINGS, AND DEVOTIONS     LI542

e Summer 2017 e 2 credits                                                                       

As a complement to the Seven Sacraments, there are many other rituals 
and private devotions that build up the faith life of the Church. These 
include rites found in the Pontifical, the Book of Blessings, and the Book 
of Catholic Household Blessings. The role of devotion and popular piety 
in the past and the present will be examined by focusing on the example 
of devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

SOURCES AND METHODS IN LITURGIOLOGY                 LI547
                      e Summer 2020 e 2 credits

Students are introduced to the primary literary sources for Liturgiology 
and to various methods of approaching them that are found in secondary 
sources. The focus is on liturgical documents, although other documents 
pertaining to the liturgy will also be discussed. The time period under 
consideration extends from the first centuries of Christianity to the Sec-
ond Vatican Council. Students will be provided with a history of liturgi-
cal books and developments in liturgy as a means of more deeply appro-
priating the tradition that underlies the liturgical books in use today.
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RECONCILIATION, ANOINTING, DEATH                   LI550
      e Summer 2018 e 2 credits

The two “sacraments of healing” – anointing of the sick and penance 
– are covered in this course. An examination of the origin and develop-
ment of the sacrament of penance sheds light on the Church’s revised 
rites and their theological underpinnings. The rites of the Church’s 
sacramental ministry to the sick and dying, and her funeral liturgy, are 
placed in the context of an anthropology which expresses the paschal 
character and eschatological significance of a Christian’s illness and 
death. 

LITURGICAL TRADITIONS EAST AND WEST                   LI552
e Summer 2018 e 2 credits

This course provides a comprehensive introduction to the rites and prac-
tices of non-Roman western Christian traditions (Anglican and other 
select Protestant groups), and to the liturgy as celebrated by eastern 
Christian communities (both Catholic and Orthodox). The origin and 
historical development of these traditions is considered. Particular at-
tention is given both to distinctive theological themes within these rites 
and to the manner in which the renewal of western Catholic liturgy is 
occurring today as a result of contact with the theology and practice of 
the East. 
        
EUCHARIST: THEOLOGICAL ISSUES                    LI55

e Summer 2019 e 1.5 credits                                                             

Classic Eucharistic polemics are explored in context: among them 
sacrifice, communion, epiclesis, memorial, veneration outside Mass, and 
the foundation of liturgical ministries. Particular attention is paid to 
Eucharistic controversies regarding the Real Presence of Christ, and an 
exploration is made of the various theoretical explanations the Church 
has used to express this dogma of faith. The Church is considered as a 
Eucharistic community. Ecumenical considerations are also treated. 

        



 0          

THE LITURGICAL MOVEMENT                    LI554
e Summer 2019 e 1.5 credits

This course focuses on the Liturgical Movement as it developed in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries and its influence upon the teachings 
of the magisterium and the Second Vatican Council. Important texts 
by leading theologians are studied as are official Church documents. 
Finally, the influence and understanding of the movement in recent years 
will be studied.
        
RITUAL, SYMBOL AND WORSHIP                   LI555

   e Summer 2018 e 1.5 credits

Symbol is the fundamental medium for religion and its ritual elabora-
tion. The nature and function of symbol and ritual in liturgical worship 
is considered. The following are examined for their relevance to the un-
derstanding of Catholic worship: the phenomenology of religion; ritual 
anthropology; various theories of symbol; language theory. Particular at-
tention is given to the manner in which modern symbolic studies provide 
an understanding of the scholastic maxim, “sacraments confer grace by 
signifying.” 
       
EUCHARIST: ORIGINS AND STRUCTURE                  LI556

e Summer 2019 e  credits

This class begins with a study of the origins of the Eucharist at the Last 
Supper. It follows the historical development of Eucharistic worship in 
the patristic period and the middle ages. The revision of the Roman rite 
following the Council of Trent is considered, along with the transition to 
the 1970 missal. Finally students will study the Missale Romanum of 2002 
in detail, as well as questions regarding translation of liturgical texts. 
Knowledge of Latin is recommended but not required. 

LITURGICAL PARTICIPATION                                           LI557 
e Summer 2020 e 1.5 credits

Full, conscious, and active participation in the Sacred Liturgy requires 
more than “the mere observance of rubrics.” This course provides an 
in-depth treatment of the bibilical, theological and liturgical foundations 
for genuine engagement with the liturgical celebration. Approached 
from the perspective both of ordained ministers and lay faithful, the 
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course unveils the hidden treasures of the liturgy and proposes strategies 
for liturgical catechesis. 

LITURGICAL PREPARATION AND TRAINING                  LI558
e Summer 2020 e 1.5 credits

Practical and theological questions regarding the collaboration of the 
non-ordained faithful in the priests’ sacred ministry are discussed and 
examined. Students study the liturgical and para-liturgical rites at which 
laity may preside, and the procedures and preparation required for these 
celebrations. Also treated are the practical matters of organizing and 
overseeing the liturgical life of a diocese, parish, community, or other 
Catholic institution, including the training and oversight of lay liturgical 
ministry and the organization and operation of an office of worship. 
       

PROJECT GUIDANCE                                          LI669
   Faculty Advisor e 2 credits

The project director is chosen and potential project topics are discussed 
and selected. A draft proposal and research schedule is prepared and 
revised as needed. Project writing may begin with the director’s permis-
sion.

PROJECT WRITING                                             LI670  
                    Faculty Advisor e 2 credits                                                        

Completion of Master’s Project writing with the project director. Final 
draft of project must be approved by project director and the Academic 
Director of the Liturgical Institute by March 15 if spring graduation of 
that year is desired.

ONGOING PROJECT WRITING                                    LI671-678
     Faculty Advisor e 1 credit

PROJECT GRADE: MAL                                                LI680
     Faculty Advisor e 0 credits

COMPREHENSIVE EXAM: MAL                             LI681
   Faculty Advisor e 0 credits
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THESIS GUIDANCE: MALS                             LI769 
Faculty Advisor e 2 credits

The thesis director is chosen and potential thesis topics are discussed and 
selected. A draft proposal and research schedule is prepared and revised 
as needed. Thesis writing may begin with the director’s permission.

THESIS WRITING: MALS                         LI770
Faculty Advisor e 2 credits

                                                        
Completion of Master’s Thesis writing with the thesis director. Final 
draft of thesis must be approved by thesis director and the Academic 
Director of the Liturgical Institute by March 15 if spring graduation of 
that year is desired.      

ONGOING THESIS WRITING                            LI771-778
                Faculty Advisor e 1 credit 
 
THESIS GRADE: MALS                                        LI780
   Faculty Advisor e 0 credits

COMPREHENSIVE EXAM: MALS                              LI781
   Faculty Advisor e 0 credits

 
ECCLESIASTICAL LATIN                              LG501a
             Faculty e  credits
        
ADVANCED LATIN                               LG502  
                      Faculty e  credits



     

VERY REV. THOMAS A. BAIMA, STD  
Vice Rector for Academic Affairs, Dean of the 
Seminary and Graduate School, Professor in 
the Department of Dogmatic Theology

BA, Philosophy and Religion, Butler University; STB, 
MDiv, STL, University of St. Mary of the Lake; MBA, 
Templeton Institute; STD, Pontifical University of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas in Rome. Vicar for Ecumenical and 

Interreligious Affairs of the Archdiocese of Chicago. Archbishop’s Liaison for 
Formation Programs. Former Associate Pastor of Our Lady of the Wayside 
Parish in Arlington Heights and Saint Damian Parish in Oak Forest; Former 
President, Illinois Conference of Churches, Council of Religious Leaders of 
Metropolitan Chicago. Author of Concordat of Agreement Between the Episco-
pal Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: Lessons on the Way 
Toward Full Communion. Co-author of Understanding Four Views of The Lord’s 
Supper. Editor of A Legacy of Catholic/Jewish Dialogue: The Joseph Cardinal Ber-
nardin Jerusalem Lectures, and What is a Parish? Canonical, Theological and Pas-
toral Perspectives. Contributor to A Sourcebook of the World Religions; A Blessing to 
Each Other: the Writings of Joseph Cardinal Bernardin on Catholic/Jewish Rela-
tions; The Community of Religions: Voices and Images from the 1993 Parliament of 
the World’s Religions. Member of the Academy of Catholic Theology, American 
Academy of Religion, American Catholic Philosophical Association, Catholic 
Association of Diocesan Ecumenical Officers and North American Academy of 
Ecumenists. Fellow, Christian Leadership Initiative, Shalom Hartman Insti-
tute, Jerusalem.

LYNNE BOUGHTON, PHD
Visiting Lecturer

BA, MA, Fordham University, PhD, University of Il-
linois, Urbana-Champaign. Research articles in the his-
tory of theology, history of liturgy and biblical transla-
tion published in Westminster Theological Journal, Church 
History, Journal of Religion, Divinitas: Commentaries of 
the Pontifical Academy of Theology, Tyndale Bulletin, Irish 

Theological Quarterly, The Thomist, Antiphon, Gregorianum, Questions Liturgiques 
and Revue biblique. Reviewer for academic publications. Areas of specialization 
include Intellectual History, Ethics and Biblical Studies.

part five: faculty
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CHRISTOPHER CARSTENS, MALS 
Visiting Lecturer
 
BA, Oratory of St. Philip, Toronto; MA, University of 
Dallas; M.A. (Liturgical Studies), The Liturgical In-
stitute. Coordinator of Pontifical Liturgies, Director of 
the Office of Sacred Worship, liturgical coordinator for 
the diocesan Permanent Deacon formation program, di-
ocesan Director of RCIA and Director of the Diocesan 

Televised Mass Apostolate for the Diocese of La Crosse. Editor, The Adoremus 
Bulletin. Frequent presenter at liturgical conferences and in parish education. 
Frequent contributor on liturgical topics to the La Crosse Catholic Times. Board 
Member of the Society for Catholic Liturgy. Author of Devotional Journey Into 
the Mass and co-author of Mystical Body Mystical Voice: Christ in the Words of the 
Mass. Co-host of The Liturgy Guys podcast on liturgical topics.

DR. PERRY CAHALL, STD
Visiting Lecturer

BMus, The Ohio State University; STB, Pontifical 
Gregorian University; STL, International Marian 
Research Institute; University of Dayton, STD, 
Pontifical Gregorian University. Academic Dean and 
Associate Professor of Historical Theology at the 
Pontifical College Josephinum, Columbus, Ohio. His 

articles and book reviews have appeared in Anthropotes, Augustinian Studies, 
Catholic Social Thought, Social Science, and Social Policy: An Encyclopedia, 
Downside Review, Homiletic and Pastoral Review, Josephinum Journal of 
Theology, The Linacre Quarterly, Logos: A Journal of Catholic Thought and Culture, 
New Blackfriars and Nova et Vetera. Author of The Mystery of Marriage with 
Hillenbrand Books.

REV. EMERY A. DE GAÁL, PHD
Chairperson and Professor in the Departments 
of Dogmatic Theology and Pre-Theology

V.D., Dipl. Theol. University of Munich (Röm 3,21-31 
als paulinischer Austrag des bereits als Traditionsgut 
vorgefundenen Rechtfertigungsgedankens); PhD in 
Systematic Theology, Duquesne University. Author 
of The Art of Equanimity: A Study on the Theological 

Hermeneutics of Saint Anselm of Canterbury and The Theology of Pope Benedict XVI 
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– The Christocentric Shift. Member of the editorial boards of several theological 
journals. Member of the American Academy of Religion, American Benedictine 
Academy, Catholic Theological Society of America, Medieval Academy of 
America, Société Internationale des Mediévistes, Pontifica Academia Mariana 
Internationalis.

REV. MSGR. ROBERT DEMPSEY, STD
Visiting Lecturer

ABClas, Loyola University of Chicago; MA, Loyola 
University of Chicago; STB, Pontifical Gregorian 
University; STL, University of St. Mary of the Lake/
Mundelein Seminary; STD, Pontifical University of the 
Holy Cross. His articles have appeared in Homiletic and 
Pastoral Review, and The New World, and he served as 

editor of the weekly English edition of L’Osservatore Romano, for ten years. He 
has served as a notary and field advocate of the Metropolitan Tribunal, member 
of the Archdiocesan Catholic-Greek Orthodox Dialogue Commission. Cur-
rently pastor of St. Patrick Church in Lake Forest, Illinois.

 
REV. DENNIS GILL, SLL, SLD
Visiting Lecturer

SLL, SLD, Pontifical Liturgical Institute of 
Sant’Anselmo, Rome. Director of the Office for Divine 
Worship of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, Rector of 
the Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul, and Professor 
of Sacred Liturgy at Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary, 
Philadelphia. Former Director of Liturgy at the Pon-

tifical North American College, Rome. Author of Music in Catholic Liturgy: 
A Pastoral and Theological Companion to Sing to the Lord (Hillenbrand Books). 
He is currently writing a new work called Ars Celebrandi: An Artful and Careful 
Celebration of the Eucharist with Hillenbrand Books.
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REV. SCOTT HEBDEN, STD
Assistant Professor, Department of Systematic 
Theology

M.A., Westminster Theological Seminary, STL, Uni-
versity of St. Mary of the Lake, STD, Pontifical Univer-
sity of St. Thomas Aquinas in Rome; Pastoral ministry, 
Philadelphia; Former faculty member Evangelical Semi-
nary of Caracas, Venezuela; Formerly Associate Pastor, 

St. Philomena Parish, Chicago and Administrator, St. Joseph Parish; Adjunct 
faculty/spiritual director, Instituto de Liderazgo Pastoral; Adjunct staff, Office 
of Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs.

REV. LAWRENCE R. HENNESSEY, STL, 
PHD, DD
Professor, Department of Systematic Theology

STB and STL, School of Theology, Catholic Univer-
sity of America; PhD in Classical Philology and Early 
Christian Theology and Literature, the Graduate School 
of Arts and Sciences, Catholic University of America; 
DD, (honoris causa), University of St. Mary of the Lake.  

Instructor at Washington Theological Union, Catholic University of America, 
and Virginia Theological Seminary. Member of the North American Patristic 
Society, the Catholic Historical Association, the American Society of Church 
History, and the Catholic Theological Society of America.

PAUL C. HILLIARD, PHD
Chairperson and Assistant Professor, 
Department of Church History

BA., University of Dallas; M.Phil in Medieval History, 
University of Cambridge; Ph.D. in History, University 
of Cambridge, Thesis: Sacred and Secular History in the 
Writings of Bede (†735). His research interests include 
Medieval Biblical Exegesis, Christian Historiography, 

Anglo-Saxon History, Early Medieval History, Monasticism and Conversion. 
Member of the American Historical Association, Ecclesiastical History Soci-
ety, International Society of Anglo-Saxonists, Medieval Academy of America, 
and Society for the Study of the Bible in the Middle Ages.
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NATALIE JORDAN, STL, STD (cand.)
Visiting Faculty

MA, Theology, Franciscan University of Steubenville; 
STL, Liturgical Institute, University of St. Mary of 
the Lake, Thesis: The Eschatological and Ecclesiological 
Dimensions of Christ’s Ascension.

REV. RONALD KUNKEL, STD

BBA, University of Notre Dame; STB, Pontifical 
Gregorian University, Rome; STL, Pontifical Athenaeum 
of Saint Anselm, Rome; STD, University of Saint Mary 
of the Lake.  Former Associate Pastor, Saint Peter Parish, 
Skokie, Illinois. Former Associate Pastor and Director 
of Liturgy, Holy Name Cathedral, Chicago. Former 
adjunct faculty member, Institute for Priestly Formation, 
Creighton University. Founding Board Member and 

Spiritual Director, Illinois Catholic Prayer Breakfast. Member of the Catholic 
Theological Society of America, The Society for Catholic Liturgy and The 
Fellowship of Catholic Scholars. Contributor to Chicago Studies.  Author 
of “Eucharistic Prayers for Reconciliation” in Lift Up Your Hearts: A Pastoral, 
Theological, and Historical Survey of the Third Typical Edition of the Roman Missal.

REV. UWE MICHAEL LANG, CO, STD 

Mag. Theol., University of Vienna; D. Phil., Uni-
versity of Oxford. Member of the London (Bromp-
ton)Oratory. Lecturer in Church History at Heyth-
rop College in the University of London. Former 
Consultor to the Office for the Liturgical Celebra-
tions of the Supreme Pontiff. Author of Turning 
Towards the Lord: Orientation in Liturgical Prayer, 

The Voice of the Church at Prayer: Reflections on Liturgy and Language, and 
Signs of the Holy One: Liturgy, Ritual and Expression of the Sacred. Editor, 
Antiphon: Journal of the Society for Catholic Liturgy.
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MATTHEW LEVERING, PHD 
James and Mary Perry Chair of Theology 
Professor Department of Dogmatic Theology 

BA, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; MTS, 
Duke University; PhD, Boston College.  Previous 
appointments include: Assistant Professor of Theology 
at Ave Maria College; Associate Professor of Theology 
at Ave Maria University;  Myser Fellow at the Center for 

Ethics and Culture at the University of Notre Dame; Professor of Theology at 
University of Dayton.  Author of numerous books including Christ’s Fulfillment 
of Torah and Temple, Scripture and Metaphysics, Sacrifice and Community, 
Participatory Biblical Exegesis, Biblical Natural Law, Ezra and Nehemiah, and 
Christ and the Catholic Priesthood. He is the translator of Gilles Emery, OP, The 
Trinity. Co-editor of Nova et Vetera and of the International Journal of Systematic 
Theology. Member of the Academy of Catholic Theology and of Evangelicals 
and Catholics Together. 

REV. BRENDAN LUPTON, STD
Acting President of the Pontifical Faculty
Assistant Professor, Departments of 
Pre-Theology and Church History
  
BA, Catholic University of America; MDiv, STB, STL, 
University of St. Mary of the Lake; STD, Catholic 
University of America. Thesis: St. Paul as a Model and 
Teacher in the Writings of St. Gregory the Great.” Ordained 

a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago in 2005; Former Associate Pastor, St. 
John of the Cross, Western Springs, Illinois;  Member of the North American 
Patristic Society.

DENIS R. McNAMARA, PHD
Associate Professor of Sacramental Aesthetics 
Academic Director, The Liturgical Institute 

BA, History of Art, Yale University; MArchH and 
PhD, University of Virginia. Author of Heavenly City: 
The Architectural Tradition of Catholic Chicago, Catholic 
Church Architecture and the Spirit of the Liturgy, How to 
Read Churches: A Crash Course in Ecclesiastical Architecture 

and numerous professional and academic articles and reviews. Regular contrib-
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utor to Adoremus Bulletin. Specialties include the theology of liturgical art and 
architecture, classicism and aesthetics. Co-host of The Liturgy Guys podcast. 
Member of the Society of Architectural Historians, Society for Catholic Lit-
urgy and the Institute for Classical Architecture.

 
REV. JOHN MARK MISSIO, MALS, STL
Visiting Faculty 

MA, STL, University of Saint Mary of the Lake/Li-
turgical Institute. Studied at the Royal Conservatory of 
Music in Toronto and the Pontifical Institute of Sacred 
Music in Rome. Director of Liturgy and Vice-Rector 
and St. Augustine Seminary, Toronto. Former Director 
of St. Michael’s Choir School in Toronto. Chair of the 

Sacred Art and Architecture Committee of the Archdiocese of Toronto. Mem-
ber of the Gregorian Institute of Canada. 

REV. RYAN RUIZ, SLD
Visiting Faculty

MDiv and MA (Bible), Athenaeum of Ohio; SLL and 
SLD, Pontifical Liturgical Institute Sant’Anselmo. 
Currently Director of Liturgy and Assistant Professor 
of Liturgy and Sacraments at Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary 
of the Athenaeum of Ohio. Member of the Society for 
Catholic Liturgy. Member of the Archdiocesan Worship 

Commission and Liturgical Environment and Art Commission of the Archdio-
cese of Cincinnati. 
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part six: appendices

a. guidelines for master’s theses
      master of arts (liturgical studies)  
 
THE THESIS: The thesis represents an aspect of Liturgical Studies that 
displays the student’s ability to conduct independent research and capacity for 
original thinking. It should represent the highest-quality scholarly endeavor. 
Since the thesis represents a significant aspect of the student’s education, care 
should be exercised in the selection of thesis topic and the thesis director. Some 
theses explore material that has not been previously studied, while others rein-
terpret existing knowledge in a new light. Thesis topics emerge in different ways; 
some come out of class work and are expansions of earlier term papers, while 
other topics arise out of a student’s personal interest. 

THESIS CREDIT:  The student will receive two credit hours for the thesis by 
completing LI769, Thesis Guidance, which is normally taken during the fall 
semester of the second year for those in the full-year program, or the fourth 
summer for those in the summers-only program. This course will be followed by 
LI770, also two credit hours,  in the spring semester of the student’s second year 
for those in the full-year program, or the fifth summer for those in the summers-
only program. 

THESIS DEADLINE:  The student must have the approval of his/her director 
and the Academic Director of the Liturgical Institute by March 15 of the in-
tended year of graduation in order to participate in the University Convocation. 

THESIS DIRECTOR: The director is normally a faculty member of the of the 
Liturgical Institute or the University of Saint Mary of the Lake. The student 
should establish a sound working relationship with the thesis director and keep 
his/her director informed of any changes.

PROPOSAL:  The proposal is a brief sketch of what the student intends to 
study. No student will be allowed to register for Thesis Writing (LI770) until a 
proposal has been approved. The proposal should include:

A. Title page: containing student name, thesis title, director’s name and date.
B.  A statement or summary of the topic and the thesis (i.e.: the question or 

argument being made) and the importance of the topic.
C.  A plan of work and timetable in outline form.
D.  Sources and materials available, bibliography, and archives to be consulted.
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FORMAT OF THESIS:  To be approved, the thesis must follow the USML 
Writer’s Style Manual available on the web site of the USML Library. No other 
formats are acceptable. Included with the final thesis, which generally should 
consist of about seventy-five pages, shall be a 300-word abstract suitable for 
publishing. 

Chapel of the Immaculate Conception, home of the summer session’s liturgies. 
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THE PROJECT: The Liturgical Institute’s MAL program provides students 
with skills in pastoral practice grounded in the principles of sacramental theol-
ogy, and seeks to develop facility in providing liturgical education and formation. 
The program therefore requires a Master’s Project conducted at the student’s 
parish or workplace. This project is conceived and designed in conjunction with 
a project director, and provides an opportunity to integrate classroom learning 
with actual pastoral circumstances. For summers-only students, this project is 
conducted between summer sessions near the end of the program. 

PROJECT FORMAT: Normally, the project is composed of two parts. First, 
the project sets up a theological rationale which explains the intellectual founda-
tions for the project to be implemented, totaling approximately 30 pages of aca-
demic investigation of the topic at hand. The second part describes the process 
and implementation of the project and the results obtained. Any documents, 
products or handouts produced would be included in appendices.

PROJECT CREDIT:  The student will receive two credit hours for the project 
by completing LI669, Project Guidance, which will normally be taken during 
the fall semester of the second year for those in the full-year program, or the 
fourth summer for those in the summers-only program. This course will be 
followed by LI670, also two credit hours, in the spring semester of the student’s 
second year for those in the full-year program, or the fifth summer for those in 
the summers-only program.  

PROJECT DEADLINE:  The student must have the approval of his/her direc-
tor and the Academic Director of the Liturgical Institute by March 15 of the in-
tended year of graduation in order to participate in the University Convocation.

PROJECT DIRECTOR: The director is normally a faculty member of the of 
the Liturgical Institute or the University of Saint Mary of the Lake. The student 
should establish a sound working relationship with the project director and keep 
his/her director informed of any changes.

PROPOSAL:  The proposal is a brief sketch of what the student intends to 
study. The student must draw up and circulate a copy of the proposal to the 
advisor. No student will be allowed to register for Project Writing (LI670) until a 
proposal has been approved.

The proposal should include:

A. Title page containing student name, project title, director’s name and date.

b. guidelines for master’s projects
      master of arts in liturgy
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B.  A statement or summary of the topic and the thesis (i.e.: the question or 
argument being made) and the importance of the topic.

C.  A plan of work and timetable in outline form.
D.  Sources and materials available, bibliography, and archives you will consult.

FORMAT OF PROJECT:  To be approved, the project must follow the USML 
Writer’s Style Manual available on the web site of the USML Library. No other 
formats are acceptable. Included with the final project shall be a 300-word ab-
stract suitable for publishing. 

A stop at one of the stations of the Institute’s 2017 Corpus Christi procession.
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c. grants and scholarships 
The Hillenbrand Scholarship Fund is available for lay students accepted into 
the Liturgical Institute’s programs. These grants are awarded when funds are 
available and are given to students with demonstrated need or for academic 
excellence. Grants are awarded after successful application to Liturgical Institute 
programs and upon written or e-mail request made to the Liturgical Institute 
Academic Director.

d. liturgical participation
Since classroom study is enriched by the graces received in prayer, and prayer is 
enriched by academic knowledge, a vibrant liturgical life forms an essential part 
of the formation of all students at the Liturgical Institute. Consequently, regular 
participation in daily Lauds, Vespers and Eucharist is considered an expectation 
for successful completion of the program. Priest students are assigned to a 
regular rotating schedule of presiding, and lay students are asked to serve as 
lectors, cantors, servers and sacristans as circumstances allow.

Liturgical singing during the 2017 Summer Session.
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